
Agenda  

 

 

Regular Board Meeting 
Tuesday, May 28, 2024 

Open Meeting – 6:30 P.M.-9:30 P.M. 

Catholic Education Centre, 1355 Lansdowne Street W., Peterborough 

Chairperson: Kevin MacKenzie Vice-chairperson:  Jenny Leahy 

 
 
 
 

A. Call to Order of the Open Meeting – 6:30 p.m.: 

1. Examen and Opening Prayer.  

2. Land Acknowledgement. 

3. National Anthem.  

4. Approval of the Agenda. 

5. Declarations of Conflicts of Interest. 

6. Approval of the minutes of the April 23, 2024, Regular Board Meeting.   

7. Business Arising Out of the Minutes. 

B. Reports from the Office of the Director and Student Trustees: 

1. Report from the Director of Education, Stephen O’Sullivan. 

2. Report from the Student Trustees. 

Trustees who are unable to attend the meeting are asked to 
please notify Michelle Kennedy (mkennedy@pvnccdsb.on.ca). 

and by Google Meet: https://meet.google.com/idk-khaz-ghu  

If you would like to join by telephone, please contact Michelle Kennedy  
by email - mkennedy@pvnccdsb.on.ca or at 1-800-461-8009 ext. 1247   

Arrangements to join by phone must be made prior to 5:30 p.m. on the day of the meeting 
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 Madelyn Gaskell, Senior Student Trustee and  
 Claire Heitzner, Junior Student Trustee. 

3. Report from the Manager of Communications, Galen Eagle. 
 Highlights of System Achievements 

C. Presentations:   

1. Providing Excellence in Teaching and Learning:  Student Achievement Plan Update. 

Jeannie Armstrong, Superintendent of Learning, Jonathan Di Ianni, 
Superintendent of Special Education, and Julie Selby, Superintendent of 
Learning.   

D. Programs and Services: 

1. R.A. Student Excursions. 

a. St. Stephen Catholic Secondary School International Excursion to the Netherlands, 
Belgium, and France, May 1-9, 2025.  

Jeannie Armstrong, Superintendent of Learning. 

b. Holy Trinity Catholic Secondary School International Excursion to the Netherlands 
and France, May 1-9, 2025. 

Julie Selby, Superintendent of Learning.  

E. Business, Finance and Governance:  

1. Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ Association (OCSTA) Open Session Report. 

Kevin MacKenzie, Board Chairperson. 

2. R.A. Revised School Year Calendars. 

Darren Kahler, Superintendent of Human Resource Services. 

F. Human Resources: 

1. 2024-2025 Staffing Report. 

Darren Kahler, Superintendent of Human Resource Services. 
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G. Policy Development: 

1. Recommended Actions from the Policy Development Committee, April 30, 2024. 

Loretta Durst, Chairperson, Policy Development Committee. 

H. Old Business:  

I. New Business:  

J. Bring Forward:  

K. Information Items: 

1. Chairperson’s Report.  

 Kevin MacKenzie, Board Chairperson. 

2. Committee Reports. 

a. French as a Second Language Advisory Committee, April 30, 2024. 

b. Accessibility for All Committee, May 9, 2024. 

c. Faith and Equity Advisory Committee, May 9, 2024. 

d. Special Education Advisory Committee, May 16, 2024. 

e. Catholic Parent Engagement Committee, May 21, 2024.  

3. Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ Association Information Items. 

a. April 22, 2024 – Follow up Resources from April 10th Social Media Presentation. 

b. May 13, 2024 – Cybersecurity Legislation. 

L. Future Meetings and Events: 

1. Board Meetings: 

a. Regular Board Meeting Open Session, June 25, 2024, 6:30 p.m. 
 (In-camera Session, 6:00 p.m.)  

2. Board Standing Committee Meetings: (Listed in chronological order.) 

a. Policy Development Committee Meeting, June 4, 2024, 6:30 p.m. 
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b. Chairperson’s Committee Meeting, June 10, 2024, 5:30 p.m. 

c. Committee-of-the-Whole Meeting, June 10, 2024, 6:30 p.m.  

3. Other Committee Meetings: (Listed in chronological order.) 

a. STSCO Governance Committee, June 5, 2024, 3:00 p.m.  

b. First Nation Métis Inuit Advisory Committee, June 11, 2024, 6:30 p.m. 

c. Special Education Advisory Committee, June 13, 2024, 1:00 p.m. 

d. Audit Committee, June 13, 2024, 6:30 p.m. 

e. Accessibility for All Committee, October 10, 2024, 1:00 p.m. 

f. Faith and Equity Advisory Committee, October 10, 2024, 6:30 p.m. 

g. French as a Second Language Advisory Committee, November 5, 2024, 4:30 p.m. 

h. Catholic Parent Engagement Committee, TBA 

i. Supervised Alternative Learning Committee, TBA 

4. Board Events: (Listed in chronological order.) 

a. Canadian Catholic School Trustees’ Association Annual General Meeting and Conference, 
Calgary, Alberta. 

b. Secondary Schools Graduations:   
St. Stephen Catholic Secondary School – Wednesday, June 26, 2024;   
Holy Cross Catholic Secondary School, Holy Trinity Catholic Secondary School, St. Mary 
Catholic Secondary School, St. Peter Catholic Secondary School, St. Thomas Aquinas 
Catholic Secondary School – Thursday, June 27, 2024.  

M. Conclusion: 

1. Reports from the In-camera Sessions held on April 23, 2024, and May 28, 2024. 

2. Closing Prayer. 

3. Adjournment. 
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Minutes 

  
 
 

 
 

The Minutes of the Open Session of the Regular Board Meeting, held on Tuesday, April 23, 
2024, at 6:30 p.m. at the Catholic Education Centre, 1355 Lansdowne Street West, 
Peterborough, and virtually, by Google Meet. 

Present: 

Trustees –  John Connolly, Loretta Durst, Madelyn Gaskell (Senior Student Trustee), 
Claire Heitzner (Junior Student Trustee), Kevin MacKenzie (Chairperson), 
Mary Ann Martin, and Kathleen Tanguay.  

Administration – Jeannie Armstrong, Jonathan Di Ianni, Galen Eagle, Sean Heuchert, 
Darren Kahler, Father Paul Massel, Stephen O’Sullivan, and Julie Selby. 

Recorder –  Michelle Kennedy  

Regrets: Trustee Jenny Leahy 

 
A. Call to Order of the Open Meeting: 

The Board Chairperson Kevin MacKenzie called the meeting to order at 6:39 p.m. and 
welcomed guests in attendance in person and guests who were joining the meeting 
online by Google Meet.   

The Chairperson welcomed Jen Wright, Principal at St. John Catholic Elementary 
School, and Stephen Smith, Principal at Good Shepherd Catholic Elementary School 
who were attending the meeting as the principal representatives.    

1. Examen and Opening Prayer 

The Board Chairperson, Kevin MacKenzie invited Father Paul Massel to begin the 
meeting with the Daily Examen and prayer.  

2. Land Acknowledgement 

Kevin MacKenzie, Board Chairperson, respectfully acknowledged that the board meeting 
was taking place on the treaty and traditional territory of the Mississauga Anishinaabeg.  

3. Singing of the National Anthem 

The National Anthem was sung.   
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4. Approval of the Agenda 

MOTION: Moved by John Connolly, seconded by Kathleen Tanguay 

that Trustee Jenny Leahy be excused from the meeting. 

Carried. 

MOTION: Moved by John Connolly, seconded by Mary Ann Martin 

that the agenda be approved with the agreement to move agenda 

Item D.1 to the beginning of the agenda, before Section B.  

Carried. 

5. Declarations of Conflicts of Interest 

There were no conflicts of interest declared. 

6. Approval of the minutes from the March 26, 2024, Regular Board Meeting. 

MOTION: Moved by Loretta Durst, seconded by Mary Ann Martin 

that the minutes of the March 26, 2024, Regular Board 

Meeting be approved as amended.  

Carried. 

7. Business Arising Out of the Minutes. 

There was no business arising from the minutes.  

D. Programs and Services: 

1. Student Excursions. 

MOTION: Moved by Mary Ann Martin, seconded by Loretta Durst 

that items D.1 a) through D.1 e) be approved as presented: 

D.1 a) that the proposed St. Peter Catholic Secondary School 

International Excursion to Greece, from May 11-19, 2024, 

be approved in principle and that the trip will include 

mandatory insurance for all travelers.  Such insurance 
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must cover school board or principal rulings for 

cancellation of the trip.  

D.1 b) that the proposed St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Secondary 

School International Excursion to France and the 

Netherlands, from May 1-9, 2025, be approved in principle 

and that the trip will include mandatory insurance for all 

travelers.  Such insurance must cover school board or 

principal rulings for cancellation of the trip.  

D.1c) that the proposed Holy Trinity Catholic Secondary School 

Wilderness Excursion to Silent Lake Provincial Park, from 

May 13-15, 2024, be approved in principle and that the trip 

will meet the required Ontario Physical Activity Safety 

Standards in Education (OPASSE). 

D.1d) that the proposed Holy Trinity Catholic Secondary School 

Wilderness Excursion to Algonquin Provincial Park, from 

May 27-30, 2024, be approved in principle and that the trip 

will meet the required Ontario Physical Activity Safety 

Standards in Education (OPASSE). 

D.1e) that the proposed Holy Trinity Catholic Secondary School 

International Excursion to England, France, and Spain, 

from March 5-14, 2025, be approved in principle and that 

the trip will include mandatory insurance for all travelers.  

Such insurance must cover school board or principal 

rulings for cancellation of the trip. 

Carried. 

B. Reports from the Office of the Director and Student Trustees: 

1. Report from the Director of Education. 

Stephen O’Sullivan, Director of Education, presented the Report from the Director of 
Education, which included the following points: 

• Happy Easter to everyone to celebrate this special season of renewal. 
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• Congratulations to Carter Peios from Holy Trinity Catholic Secondary School who 
was elected as incoming Junior Student Trustee.  

• The STSCO ‘opt-in’ campaign is underway.  This is a new process for signing up 
for transportation for the 2024-2025 school year.  This process applies for those 
residing and travelling to school in Peterborough City and County, 
Northumberland and Clarington.  It does not apply to students in schools in the 
City of Kawartha Lakes. 

• Our current strategic priorities cycle will end in 2025.  As a board, we will soon 
turn our minds to planning for the consultation process. 

• Planning for the Catholic Board Improvement Plan for Student Achievement and 
Well-being for next year is underway.  

• Principal and Vice-principal interviews have taken place and appointments will be 
announced in the coming days. 

• PVNC Catholic was recognized with an award for its Large Workplace Campaign 
by the United Way.  Gratitude was extended to Galen Eagle for his leadership in 
coordinating the board’s fundraising efforts. 

• DELF exams for French Immersion students will be held this spring.  DELF 
language proficiency assessments are internationally recognized certifications for 
successful students, and we wish them success in the testing.    

• The recent Adult Faith Formation Session was facilitated by St. Regis College.  
Thank you to Father Paul Massel and Jennifer Eaton-Koch for their work in 
growing the Adult Fatih Formation program.   

• Earth Day was celebrated throughout the Board as schools engaged in clean-up 
and stewardship activities to focus on our natural environment.  

• April 28 is the National Day of Mourning for persons killed or injured in the 
workplace. Flags at our schools and the Catholic Education Centre will be 
lowered to half mast to mark this somber occasion.   

• Looking forward to Catholic Education Week and the Catholic Student 
Leadership Awards being held on Wednesday, May 10.   

• The Board’s Asian Heritage Month Opening Ceremony Celebration will be held 
on May 1 to recognize the contributions and significance of Canadian Asian 
Heritage.   

• The month of May is the month of Mother Mary and we remember her call to say 
‘yes’ to God.  This month we will continue to collaborate with priests and 
principals to bring the rosary to life in our system.   

Stephen O’Sullivan invited and answered questions from the trustees at the conclusion 
of the report. 
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2. Report from the Student Trustees. 

Senior Student Trustee, Madelyn Gaskell and Junior Student Trustee, Claire Heitzner, 
gave the Student Trustee report which included the following highlights: 

• At the April 23rd Student Council Liaison Committee, Carter Peios from Holy 
Trinity Catholic Secondary School, was the successful candidate to be chosen as 
the next Junior Student Trustee.  Carter was one of five incredible student 
leaders who was chosen by the committee to represent them at the Board table 
next year.  

• The student trustees expressed their thanks to all of the candidates for their 
courage and willingness to participate in the selection process.   

• St. Mary Catholic Secondary School students have participated in the Waterloo 
Math contest, a music festival in New York City and the Dance Team competed 
at the Strive Dance Competition.  The LLS classes hosted a ‘Spring Fling’ dance 
for other LLS classes in the board, took a trip to Ganaraska Forest and handed 
out stickers for Autism awareness.  

• Holy Cross Catholic Secondary students held a Rock-Paper-Scissors tournament 
that boosted school spirit during mid-terms.  Senior students are busy with Grade 
12 information days and graduation and prom preparations.  

• St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Secondary students held a school-wide Easter egg 
hunt, a cornhole tournament, and a spring semi-formal dance. The outdoor club 
enjoyed a trip to the Bruce Peninsula and the senior students are engaged in 
college and university preparations.   

• St. Peter Catholic Secondary students are preparing for prom, have hosted a 
coffee house talent showcase, and the student council will stage a mental health 
symposium to raise awareness of keeping healthy both physically and mentally.  
The cheerleading squad recently successfully qualified for OFSAA. 

• St. Stephen Catholic Secondary students have participated in numerous spring 
sports and activities, including badminton, rugby, and the chess team competed 
in a virtual tournament.  Social justice events took place to raise awareness and 
funds for autism and there were Earth Day activities. The drama production, 
Nothing But the Truth, will be held on May 9, 10, and 11 at 7 p.m. 

• Holy Trinity Catholic Secondary students held a tie-die shirt day for Autism 
awareness.  This month students volunteered at Durham Outlook for the Needy 
soup kitchen, Art week was celebrated with an art battle and improv games, and 
a dodge ball tournament was held.  

Student trustees Madelyn Gaskell and Claire Heitzner invited questions and comments 
from the trustees at the conclusion of their report.   

3. Report from the Communications Department. 
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Galen Eagle, Manager of Communications shared the following system highlights and 
initiatives: 

• The Catholic Education Week video message from Bishop Daniel Miehm was 
viewed.   

• United Way campaign wrap-up celebration was hosted by the Peterborough and 
District United Way.  PVNC Catholic was the recipient of an award for 
outstanding campaign by a large company.   

• Grade 7 Monsignor O’Donoghue student, Lochlyn Horn, was inspired by National 
Sweater Day to create a sticker project to further advocate for environmental 
action amongst her peers.  Her deep learning project, encouraged by her 
teacher, Ms. Wells-Skinner has brought awareness and empowerment of making 
a difference.   

• Families have been informed about the Student Data Census for students in 
Grades 7-12 that will take place between April 29 and May 10.  The census had 
an option to opt-out of the survey and approximately 2 percent of students have 
chosen not to take part.  The census for students in Grades K-6 will be held in 
the fall of 2024. 

• Approval of School Year Calendar was received from the Ministry of Education 
and the 2024-2025 calendar for elementary and secondary schools has been 
posted to the board website.  This information was communicated in a board 
message to families. 

At the conclusion of the report, Galen Eagle invited questions and comments from the 
trustees.      

C. Presentations: 

1. Inspiring Faith and Ensuring Equity:  Holy Cross Catholic Secondary School Student 
Presentation – Trip to Guatemala. 

Natalie Bittner, Principal at Holy Cross Catholic Secondary School, introduced Holy 
Cross CSS students, Megan Bolton and Amber Rye and teachers Jennifer Howson and 
Aaron McFadden.  The students and teachers recently returned from a trip to Guatemala 
on which the group partook in social justice activities such as assisting in a house build, 
a construction of a well, and other physical labour projects.  The presentation of 
photographs showed the impact of the activities on the excursion’s participants.  At the 
end of the presentation the teachers and students answered questions from the trustees.   

2. Nurturing Mental Health and Well Being:  PVNC Catholic Mental Health Update. 

Superintendent of Special Education, Jonathan Di Ianni introduced the presenters, 
Jennifer Angelo, Board Mental Health Lead and Board Psychologist, Dr. Cynthia Chan 
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Reynolds.   

A slide-deck overview highlighting the Mental Health and Well-being initiatives and Being 
Well Strategic Plan as they relate to the board’s strategic priorities and the board’s 
Catholic Board Improvement Plan for Student Achievement and Well-being was 
presented.  

It was reported that promotion of Tier 1 strategies such as Christian meditation, 
restorative practices, resources and visual resources, relation-based education, trauma-
informed education, and promotion of mental health literacy for staff, continues in all 
schools.  Special programs for students such as the Grade 7/8 modules create 
opportunities for learning and awareness.   

The next steps for the plan are to build community connections with schools and 
agencies to build better communities from birth to adult.  The department is in the 
process of planning summer programs and planning for the 2024-2025 school year with 
the guidelines from Bill 169 in mind.  In addition, there will be future consideration of the 
planning process of developing the next mental health plan in 2025.  

3. Providing Excellence in Teaching and Learning:  Multilingual Learners. 

Superintendent of Learning, Julie Selby introduced the Multilingual Learner Itinerant 
teachers, Tanya Kranc and Pam O’Brien, who gave a presentation to the trustees about 
the work that they engage in to assist multilingual learning at PVNC Catholic.  The 
teachers explained their role in managing a caseload of approximately 400 multilingual 
students in PVNC Catholic schools who come from countries such as Nigeria, Shri 
Lanka, Ukraine, Syria, and the Philippines. The activities and ways in which the families 
and students are engaged were highlighted.  It was also noted that the department is 
involved with the New Canadian Centre and with settlement workers who support 
students in crisis if required.   

At the end of the presentation, the trustees had an opportunity to ask questions which 
were answered by Julie Selby, Tanya Kranc and Pam O’Brien.  

E. Business, Finance and Governance: 

1. Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ Association (OCSTA) Open Session Report. 

The Board Chairperson, Kevin MacKenzie, reminded the trustees about the OCSTA 
Speaker Series regarding social media.  Follow-up materials and the recording from the 
April 10th presentation are available through the OCSTA website.   

Kevin MacKenzie also reported that the proxy forms for trustees who are not attending 
the OCSTA Annual General Meeting have been completed and will be submitted before 
the deadline and will allow the trustees who are attending to vote on their behalf. 
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2. STSCO Governance Committee Meeting, March 27, 2024, Open Session Report. 

Board Chairperson Kevin MacKenzie reported on the discussions and outcomes from 
the STSCO Governance Committee held on March 27th.  The committee received an 
update on the opt-in process that parents will follow to sign their children up for 
transportation and the online sample form was demonstrated.   

It was noted that transportation for students in the City of Kawartha Lakes, which is 
provided through the Trillium Lakelands District School Board, will roll out an opt-in 
process in 2025.  

3. Student Trustee Professional Development, Ontario Student Trustees’ Association 
(OSTA-AECO) Annual General Meeting and Conference, May 23-26, 2024. 

MOTION: Moved by Katleen Tanguay, seconded by John Connolly 

that student trustees wishing to do so, be authorized to attend the 

Ontario Student Trustees’ Association (OSTA-AECO) Annual 

General Meeting and Conference, May 23-26, 2024, in Toronto, 

Ontario.   

Carried.  

F. Human Resources:    

G. Policy Development: 

H. Old Business:   

I. New Business:   

1. Trustee Matter. 

Board Chairperson, Kevin MacKenzie explained that a letter was received from 
Trustee Glover on April 10, 2024, in response to the board’s resolutions on 
March 26, 2024, which found Mr. Glover to have breached the trustee code of 
conduct and resulted in his further censure.   

MOTION: Moved by Kathleen Tanguay, seconded by John Connolly 

that the Board receive Trustee Glover’s written submission dated 

April 10, 2024, titled "Appeal Letter.” 
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Carried. 

MOTION: Moved by John Connolly, seconded by Mary Ann Martin 

that the Board maintain the sanctions imposed in the motion at the 

Regular Board Meeting on March 26, 2024.   

Carried. 

J. Bring Forward: 

K. Information Items: 

1. Chairperson’s Report. 

Board Chairperson, Kevin MacKenzie reported that he is pleased to hear about all of the 
activities happening out in the system and as Catholic Education Week approaches, he 
is looking forward to the Catholic Student Leadership Awards ceremonies being held on 
May 8.   

The Minister’s calls with the School Board Chairpersons continue and Minister Lecce 
has reported on the Ministry’s achievements in advancing the curriculum.   

Chairperson MacKenzie acknowledged that April 25th is Administrative Professionals 
Day and thanked Executive Assistant, Michelle Kennedy for her support of the board of 
trustees.   

2. Committee Reports: 

a. Catholic Parent Engagement Committee, April 15, 2024. 

Trustee Kathleen Tanguay reported that the Board Math Team gave a presentation 
to the committee about the work they have been engaged in.  CPEC will be hosting a 
parent engagement event on May 27, that will feature guest speaker Dr. Christine 
Suurtamm who will lead Math activities parents can do at home with their children.     

b. Special Education Advisory Committee, April 18, 2024. 

Trustee Kathleen Tanguay reported that the committee received a presentation from 
Karen Spencely, VP of Special Education about Individual Education Plan (IEP) and 
Identification, Placement and Review Committee (IPRC) processes for families. 

3. Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ Association Information Items: 
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a. March 26, 2024 – Provincial Budget Announcement 2024-2025. 

b. April 2, 2024 – OCSTA Welcomes Federal Announcement of National School Food 
Program. 

c. April 12, 2024 – OCSTA Invitation to Provincial Mass, May 8, 2024. 

L. Future Meetings and Events: 

1. Board Meetings: 

a. Regular Board Meeting Open Session, May 28, 2024, 6:30 p.m. 
 (In-camera Session, 6:00 p.m.) 

2. Board Standing Committee Meetings: (Listed in chronological order.) 

a. Policy Development Committee Meeting, April 30, 2024, 6:30 p.m. 

b. Chairperson’s Committee Meeting, May 13, 2024, 5:30 p.m. 

c. Committee-of-the-Whole Meeting, May 13, 2024, 6:30 p.m.  

3. Other Committee Meetings: (Listed in chronological order.): 

a. French as a Second Language Advisory Committee, April 30, 2024, 4:00 p.m. 
(virtual) 

b. Accessibility for All Committee, May 9, 2024, 1:00 p.m. 

c. Faith and Equity Advisory Committee, May 9, 2024, 6:30 p.m. 

d. Special Education Advisory Committee, May 16, 2024, 1:00 p.m. 

e. Catholic Parent Engagement Committee, May 21, 2024, 6:30 p.m.  

f. Student Council Liaison Committee, May 28, 2024, 4:15 p.m. 

g. STSCO Governance Committee, June 5, 2024, 2024, 3:00 p.m.  

h. First Nation Métis Inuit Advisory Committee, June 11, 2024, 6:30 p.m. 

i. Audit Committee, TBA 

j. Supervised Alternative Learning (SAL) Committee, TBA. 

4. Board Events: 

a. Ontario Catholic Trustees’ Association Annual General Meeting and Conference, 
Niagara Falls, ON. 

b. Catholic Education Week, May 5-11, 2024. 

c. Catholic Education Week Province-wide Mass, May 8, 2024, 11:00 a.m. 
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https://www.youtube.com/@stcatharinescathedral2914 (click on "Live Video" screen) 

d. Catholic Student Leadership Awards, May 8, 2024, 6:30 p.m., Holy Cross Catholic 
Secondary School, Peterborough.   

e. Canadian Catholic School Trustees’ Association Annual General Meeting and 
Conference, Calgary, Alberta.   

M. Conclusion: 

1. Reports from the In-camera and Double In-camera Sessions held February 21, 2024, 
March 18, 2024, and April 23, 2024. 

MOTION: Moved by Mary Ann Martin, seconded by Loretta Durst 

that the Board approve the actions and the discussions arising 

from: 

the Special Board Meeting, Double In-camera session, held on 

February 21, 2024, as follows: 

A. Call to Order:   
1. Opening Prayer. 
2. Motion for the Approval of agenda.   
3. No conflicts of interest declared.  

H. New Business: 
1. Trustee Matter. 

I. Conclusion: 
1. Closing Prayer. 
2. Adjournment. 

the Special Board Meeting, Double In-camera session, held on 

March 18, 2024, as follows: 

A. Call to Order:   
1. Opening Prayer. 
2. Motion for the Approval of agenda.   
3. No conflicts of interest declared.  

D. Business, Finance and Governance: 
1. Trustee Matter. 

I. Conclusion: 
1. Closing Prayer. 
2. Adjournment. 

and, the Regular Board Meeting, In-camera session, held on 

April, 23, 2024, as follows: 
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A. Call to Order:   
1. Opening Prayer. 
2. Motion for the Approval of agenda.   
3. No conflicts of interest declared.  
4. Approval of the February 21, 2024, Double In-camera 

minutes, the March 18, 2024, Double In-camera minutes, 
and the March 26, 2024, In-camera minutes. 

D. Business, Finance and Governance: 
1. OCSTA In-camera Report. 
2. STSCO Governance Committee Meeting, March 27, 2024, 

In-camera Session Report. 
E. Human Resources: 

1. Staffing Report.    
I. Conclusion: 

1. Closing Prayer. 
2. Motion to convene in Open Session. 

Carried. 

2. Closing Prayer 

Board Chairperson, Kevin MacKenzie invited Trustee Kathleen Tanguay to lead the 
closing prayer to end the meeting.  

3. Adjournment 

MOTION: Moved by Kathleen Tanguay, Mary Ann Martin 

that the open session meeting be adjourned at 8:36 p.m. 

Carried. 

   
Kevin MacKenzie 
Board Chairperson 

 Stephen O’Sullivan 
Director of Education, Secretary-Treasurer 

per M.K. 
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Student Excursions:  

R.A.:  

that items D.1 a) and D.1 b) be approved as presented:   

D.1 a) that the proposed St. Stephen Catholic Secondary School 

International Excursion to Netherlands, Belgium, and France, May 1-9, 

2025, be approved in principle and that the trip will include mandatory 

insurance for all travelers.  Such insurance must cover school board or 

principal rulings for cancellation of the trip.  

D.1 b) that the proposed Holy Trinity Catholic Secondary School 

International Excursion to the Netherlands and France, from May 1-9, 

2025, be approved in principle and that the trip will include mandatory 

insurance for all travelers.  Such insurance must cover school board or 

principal rulings for cancellation of the trip.  
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1 

 

Human Resource Services 

Report to the Board 

Meeting: ☐ In Camera 
 X Open 
 

Presented for: ☐ Information 
 X Approval

Meeting Date: May 28, 2024 

Presented by: Darren Kahler, Superintendent of HR 

Submitted by: Darren Kahler, Superintendent of HR 

Subject: Revised 2024/2025 School Year Calendar 

 

Recommended Action(s):  
that the board rescind the February 27, 2024 approval of the 2024-2025 School Year 
Calendars; and,  
that the revised 2024-2025 School Year Calendars be approved and submitted to the 
Ministry of Education for approval, as required.   

  

 
Background:  The 2024/2025 school year calendar was approved by the Board of 
Trustees.  Due to changes of our co-terminus Board’s school year calendar, it is 
recommended that the following changes be submitted to the Ministry of Education for 
approval as required: 

- that the November 1, 2024 Professional Activity Day be moved to October 25, 
2024. 

- that the June 6, 2025 Professional Activity Day Day be moved to June 9, 2025. 
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Ontario School Year Calendar 2024-2025
Ministry of Education

Calendar Title
101532817: Draft 2024-25 Elementary School Year
Calendar

Calendar Description
Draft 2024-25 Elementary School Year Calendar

LEGEND
H Statutory Holiday

E Scheduled Examination Day

P Board Directed PA Day

P* PA Day Devoted to Provincial
Priorities*

B Board Designated Holiday

/ Half Day

Board Name
Peterborough Victoria Northum
Clarington CDSB

Date Created
Oct 20, 2023

Panel
Elementary

Calendar Type
Modified

Calendar Status
Draft

Start of School Year
Aug 29, 2024

End of School Year
Jun 27, 2025

First Day Students
Sep 03, 2024

Last Day Students
Jun 26, 2025

Total PA Days
7

Total Instr. Days
187

Total Exam Days
0

MONTH First Week Second Week Third Week Fourth Week Fifth Week PA Days Instr.
Days

Exam
Days

M T W T F M T W T F M T W T F M T W T F M T W T F

August 2024
1 2 5 6 7 8 9 12 13 14 15 16 19 20 21 22 23 26 27 28 29

P*
30
B 1 0 0

September 2024
2
H

3 4 5 6 9 10 11 12 13 16 17 18 19 20 23 24 25 26 27
P*

30
1 19 0

October 2024
1 2 3 4 7 8 9 10 11 14

H
15 16 17 18 21 22 23 24 28 29 30 31

0 22 0

November 2024
1
P

4 5 6 7 8 11 12 13 14 15 18 19 20 21 22 25 26 27 28 29
1 20 0

December 2024
2 3 4 5 6 9 10 11 12 13 16 17 18 19 20 23

B
24
B

25
B

26
B

27
B

30
B

31
B 0 15 0

January 2025
1
B

2
B

3
B

6 7 8 9 10 13 14 15 16 17 20 21 22 23 24 27 28 29 30 31
P 1 19 0

February 2025
3 4 5 6 7 10 11 12 13 14 17

H
18 19 20 21 24 25 26 27 28

0 19 0

March 2025
3 4 5 6 7

B
10
B

11
B

12
B

13
B

14
B

17 18 19 20 21 24 25 26 27 28 31
0 15 0

April 2025
1 2 3 4 7 8 9 10 11

P*
14 15 16 17 18

H
21
H

22 23 24 25 28 29 30
1 19 0

May 2025
1 2 5 6 7 8 9 12 13 14 15 16 19

H
20 21 22 23 26 27 28 29 30

0 21 0

June 2025
2 3 4 5 6

P
9 10 11 12 13 16 17 18 19 20 23 24 25 26 27

P
30

2 18 0

July 2025
1 2 3 4 7 8 9 10 11 14 15 16 17 18 21 22 23 24 25 28 29 30 31

0 0 0

TOTAL 7 187 0

28
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Schools assigned to this calendar:

Professional Activity Days and Descriptions

School Name Town or City School Name Town or City
Enterphase Child and Family Services Peterborough St. Joseph C Elem S Douro
Good Shepherd C Elem S Courtice St. Joseph C Elem S Cobourg
Holy Family C Elem S Bowmanville St. Joseph C Elem S Bowmanville
Immaculate Conception C Elem S Peterborough St. Luke C Elem S Lindsay
Monsignor Leo Cleary C Elem S Courtice St. Martin C Elem S Ennismore
Monsignor O'Donoghue C Elem S Peterborough St. Mary C Elem S Grafton
Notre Dame C Elem S Cobourg St. Mary C Elem S Campbellford
St. Alphonsus C Elem S Peterborough St. Mary C Elem S Lindsay
St. Anne C Elem S Peterborough St. Michael C Elem S Cobourg
St. Anthony C Elem S Port Hope St. Mother Teresa C Elem S Courtice
St. Catherine C Elem S Peterborough St. Patrick C Elem S Peterborough
St. Dominic C Elem S Lindsay St. Paul C Elem S Norwood
St. Elizabeth C Elem S Bowmanville St. Paul C Elem S Lakefield
St. Francis of Assisi C Elem S Newcastle St. Paul C Elem S Peterborough
St. John C Elem S Peterborough St. Teresa C Elem S Peterborough
St. John Paul II C Elem S Lindsay

Date Topic(s) Description
Aug 29, 2024 Topic A - To be determined
Sep 27, 2024 Topic B - To be determined
Nov 01, 2024
Jan 31, 2025
Apr 11, 2025 Topic C - To be determined
Jun 06, 2025
Jun 27, 2025
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Ontario School Year Calendar 2024-2025
Ministry of Education

Calendar Title
101577945: Draft 2024-25 Secondary School Year
Calendar

Calendar Description
Draft 2024-25 Secondary School Year Calendar

LEGEND
H Statutory Holiday

E Scheduled Examination Day

P Board Directed PA Day

P* PA Day Devoted to Provincial
Priorities*

B Board Designated Holiday

/ Half Day

Board Name
Peterborough Victoria Northum
Clarington CDSB

Date Created
Oct 24, 2023

Panel
Secondary

Calendar Type
Modified

Calendar Status
Draft

Start of School Year
Aug 29, 2024

End of School Year
Jun 27, 2025

First Day Students
Sep 03, 2024

Last Day Students
Jun 26, 2025

Total PA Days
7

Total Instr. Days
177

Total Exam Days
10

MONTH First Week Second Week Third Week Fourth Week Fifth Week PA Days Instr.
Days

Exam
Days

M T W T F M T W T F M T W T F M T W T F M T W T F

August 2024
1 2 5 6 7 8 9 12 13 14 15 16 19 20 21 22 23 26 27 28 29

P*
30
B 1 0 0

September 2024
2
H

3 4 5 6 9 10 11 12 13 16 17 18 19 20 23 24 25 26 27
P*

30
1 19 0

October 2024
1 2 3 4 7 8 9 10 11 14

H
15 16 17 18 21 22 23 24 25 28 29 30 31

0 22 0

November 2024
1

P
4 5 6 7 8 11 12 13 14 15 18 19 20 21 22

P
25 26 27 28 29

2 19 0

December 2024
2 3 4 5 6 9 10 11 12 13 16 17 18 19 20 23

B
24
B

25
B

26
B

27
B

30
B

31
B 0 15 0

January 2025
1
B

2
B

3
B

6 7 8 9 10 13 14 15 16 17 20 21 22 23 24
E

27
E

28
E

29
E

30
E

31
P 1 14 5

February 2025
3 4 5 6 7 10 11 12 13 14 17

H
18 19 20 21 24 25 26 27 28

0 19 0

March 2025
3 4 5 6 7

B
10
B

11
B

12
B

13
B

14
B

17 18 19 20 21 24 25 26 27 28 31
0 15 0

April 2025
1 2 3 4 7 8 9 10 11

P*
14 15 16 17 18

H
21
H

22 23 24 25 28 29 30
1 19 0

May 2025
1 2 5 6 7 8 9 12 13 14 15 16 19

H
20 21 22 23 26 27 28 29 30

0 21 0

June 2025
2 3 4 5 6 9 10 11 12 13 16 17 18 19 20

E
23
E

24
E

25
E

26
E

27
P

30
1 14 5

July 2025
1 2 3 4 7 8 9 10 11 14 15 16 17 18 21 22 23 24 25 28 29 30 31

0 0 0

TOTAL 7 177 10
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Schools assigned to this calendar:

Professional Activity Days and Descriptions

School Name Town or City School Name Town or City
Enterphase Child and Family Services Peterborough St. Peter Catholic SS Peterborough
Holy Cross Catholic SS Peterborough St. Stephen Catholic SS Bowmanville
Holy Trinity Catholic SS Courtice St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic SS Lindsay
St. Mary Catholic SS Cobourg

Date Topic(s) Description
Aug 29, 2024 Topic A - To be determined
Sep 27, 2024 Topic B - To be determined
Nov 01, 2024
Nov 22, 2024
Jan 31, 2025
Apr 11, 2025 Topic C - To be determined
Jun 27, 2025
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Human Resource Services
Report to the Board

Meeting: ☒ Open
☐ In-Camera

Presented for: ☒ Information
☐ Approval

Meeting Date: May 28, 2024

Presented by: Darren Kahler

Submitted by: Darren Kahler

Subject: 2024-2025 Staffing Report

Recommended Action(s): N/A

Current FTE
2023-2024

Projected FTE
2024-2025

Difference
In FTE

Elementary Teachers 569.11 559.81 -9.30

Secondary Teachers 311.01 306.35 -4.66

Centrally Assigned Teachers 26.00 27.00 1

Anticipated Staffing Needs:
● Enrolment is expected to increase – teachers will be added as needed
● Retirements, resignations and growth will continue to mitigate surplus teachers

and may result in new hires
● Decrease of staffing at secondary is primarily related to specific funding that was

not renewed

1
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Retirements Confirmed to Date:
Teachers: 17 retiring by the end of the 23/24 school year

1 resignation during the 23/24 school year

Surplus:
Elementary- We have issued approximately 61 Surplus notices (not FTE). This includes
35 new hires which are automatically surplused.

Secondary- We issued 27 surplus notices (15 were new hires)

Centrally Assigned Teachers – 2 surplus

We are confident that most of our surplus teachers will be awarded postings and/or
placed by HR in assignments, including LTO assignments if necessary for September.

Occasional List & LTO List:
Since September 1, 2023, we have hired 35 occasional teachers

Currently on the supply list:

● 385 Occasional Teachers
● 93 Retirees on the C List

Principals and Vice-Principals:
● 1 Principal/Vice-Principal Retirements effective June 30, 2024
● Recruitment for Principal / Vice Principal pool will go out in the fall 2024.

CUPE

● CUPE staffing is in the final stages, anticipate staffing levels to be similar across
most classifications.

2
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Policy Development Committee April 30, 2024. 

 
 
 
 
 

O-G.1 

 

Recommended Action from the Policy Development 

Committee Meeting, April 30, 2024.  

 

 

R.A.: Mover:  Loretta Durst 

that the Board receive the reports and recommendations 

from the Policy Development Committee meeting dated 

April 30, 2024, for publication and implementation. 
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O-G.1 

 

Report of the Approved Recommended Actions from the Policy Committee 

Meeting, April 30, 2024.  

1. Revised Directional Policy #900, Safe and Accepting Schools, Further Consultation.  

Moved by Trustee Connolly, seconded by Trustee Tanguay, that the revised draft Directional 
Policy #900, Safe and Accepting Schools, be received and sent to the Engage PVNC Catholic 
platform for further consultation. Motion Carried. 
 

2. Revised Directional Policy #100, Governance, Vision and Strategic Priorities. 

Moved by Board Chairperson MacKenzie, seconded by Trustee Martin, that the revised 
Directional Policy #100, Governance, Vision and Strategic Priorities, be received and posted 
under the Policy and Procedures for PVNCCDSB. Motion Carried. 
 

3. Revised Directional Policy #1000, Parent and Community Relations. 

Moved by Trustee Connolly, seconded by Trustee Tanguay, that the revised Directional Policy 
#1000, Parent and Community Relations, be received and posted under the Policy and 
Procedures for PVNCCDSB. Motion Carried. 
 

4. Administrative Procedures. 

Moved by Trustee Tanguay, seconded by Trustee Connolly, 
that the following Administrative Procedures be received and posted as presented: 
 

C. 1 a) that Administrative Procedure #105, Student Trustees, be received and posted as 
revised under Directional Policy #100, Governance, Vision, and Strategic Priorities. 
 
C. 1 b) that Administrative Procedure #106, Delegations to Board and/or Committee 
Meetings, be received and posted as revised under Directional Policy #100, Governance, 
Vision, and Strategic Priorities. 
 
C. 1 c) that Administrative Procedure #304, Supervised Alternative Learning and Other 
Excusals from Attendance at School, be received and posted as revised under Directional 
Policy #300, Student Achievement and Well-Being. 
 
C. 1 e) that Administrative Procedure #703, First Nation, Métis, and Inuit Voluntary Self-
Identification, be received and posited as revised under Directional Policy #700, Equity and 
Inclusive Education. 
 
C. 1 f) that Administrative Procedure #705, Indigenous Education, be received and posted as 
revised under Directional Policy #700, Equity and Inclusive Education. 
 

Motion Carried. 
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Michelle Kennedy <mkennedy@pvnccdsb.on.ca>

OCSTA Speaker Series - Follow-Up References from April 10th Social Media
Presentation
1 message

OCSTA - Sharon McMillan <SMcMillan@ocsta.on.ca> Mon, Apr 22, 2024 at 4:47 PM
To: OCSTA - Sharon McMillan <SMcMillan@ocsta.on.ca>

To: Trustees and Directors of Education – All Ontario CDSBs

 

Re: Follow-up Materials – April 10th OCSTA Social Media Speaker Series

 

At the April 10th OCSTA Catholic Education Leadership Virtual Speaker Series, presenters Criminal Lawyer Margot
Denomme and Toronto Police Services Officer Laurie McCann shared references and resources to help promote safety
and harm prevention with respect to children/youth and social media.

 

The resources include the two attached documents and the information below. A reminder to OCSTA members that the
recording of this presentation is on the OCSTA website:

 

https://www.ocsta.on.ca/2024-ocsta-event-presentations/

 

Online Safety Materials

Cybertip.ca provides information on staying safe online and how to report any concerns. You can provide your name and
contact information, or complete the form anonymously: https://cybertip.ca/en/

Cybertip.ca also manages Project Arachnid. This program helps victims have their images removed if they are shared
publicly

 

Need Help Now provides information on emotional support, reporting, helping a friend, and answering frequently asked
questions https://needhelpnow.ca/en/

 

Need Help Now?

NeedHelpNow.ca
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Public Safety Canada provides youth, parents, and caregivers with educational
resources on Online Dangers, including sextortion: https://www.publicsafety.gc.ca/index-en.aspx

 

Kids Help Phone: Call, text, chat, and more to get support using Kids Help Phones
24/7. https://KidsHelpPhone.ca

 

The Canadian Anti-Fraud Centre has sextortion resources available to the
public: https://antifraudcentre-centreantifraude.ca/index-eng.htm

 

The Department of Justice's Victim Services Directory can provide information on resources in your community
available to victims of online child sexual exploitation: https://www.justice.gc.ca/eng/cj-jp/victims-victimes/vsd-rsv/
index.html

 

 

 

Celebrate YOU!

http://www.CelebrateYOUINsideOUT.com

 

Facebook: Mommy, am I pretty?

 

For all inquiries:

Margot.Denomme@yahoo.com

 

 

 

Sharon McMillan

DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS

Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ Association www.ocsta.on.ca
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Apps and Reference Guide for Parents 

 

 

APPS:  Twitter

Facebook 

Snapchat 

Instagram

Kik 

Tik Tok  

Dating Apps:  LuLu

Bumble 

Hinge 

Happn

Yubo(formally known as Yellow)‐ Tinder 

for kids 

Kippo‐gamers dating app 

Live Streaming/online chat Apps:  Cake

You Now 

Live.Me 

Streamlabs 

Only Fans 

Hakuna

OmeTV 

Chatroulette 

Kik live 

Antiland 

Anonymous Apps:  Whisper

Blender 

Grinder 

Yik Yak

NGL (Not Gonna Lie) 

Tellonym 

Gaming Apps:  Twitch

Discord 

Kimpo 

Plink

Roblox 

The Dark Web: 

Surface web‐ 10% 

Deep web – 90% 

Dark web – 10% 
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What is Phishing:   

Phishing is the attempt to acquire sensitive information such as usernames, passwords, and credit card 

details (and sometimes, indirectly, money), often for malicious reasons, by masquerading as a 

trustworthy entity in an electronic communication. 

How to extend a link:  

CheckShortURL.com https://checkshorturl.com/  ‐ it allows you to retrieve the original URL from a 

shortened link before clicking on it and visiting the destination. 

CyberBullying: Behind‐the‐scenes bullying. It’s the electronic transmission of damaging words and 

photos.  Allows predators to reach victims stealthily & anonymously through online means.  Cyberbullies 

can torment 24/7. Relying on tools like social media platforms, instant messaging, email, blogs and 

websites rather than face‐to‐face encounters. 

Documentaries and films about cyberbullying: 

  A girl like her 

  CyberBully 

  13 reasons why (Netflix) 

  Not Alone –documentary 

Connect with Kirk Cameron 

Audrie and Daisy(Netflix) 

 

Online Resources: 

Webbing With Wisdom‐ https://webwise.ca/  

Need Help Now‐ https://needhelpnow.ca/en/  

Stop a bully‐ https://www.stopbullying.gov/kids/what‐you‐can‐do (US sight and stats) 

Cybertip.ca https://cybertip.ca/en/  

Protectchildren.ca https://protectchildren.ca/en/  

Mind your Mind https://mindyourmind.ca/  

Bullying Canada  https://www.bullyingcanada.ca/impact  
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Box 2064, Suite 1804 
20 Eglinton Avenue West 
Toronto, Ontario M4R 1K8 

 T. 416.932.9460  F. 416.932.9459 
 ocsta@ocsta.on.ca   www.ocsta.on.ca 
 
 Michael Bellmore, President 
 Marino Gazzola, Vice President 
 Nick Milanetti, Executive Director 
 

P R O M O T I N G   A N D   P R O T E C T I N G   C A T H O L I C   E D U C A T I O N 

 

 
 
May 13, 2024 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Chairpersons and Directors of Education 

- All Catholic District School Boards 
 
FROM: Michael Bellmore, President 
 
SUBJECT: Cybersecurity Legislation  
 

Today the Ministry of Public and Business Service Delivery introduced The Strengthening Cyber 
Security and Building Trust in the Public Sector Act, 2024 that would provide new tools to prevent 
and respond to cyber security threats and safeguard critical public services, such as health care and 
education. In addition, the bill would also strengthen safeguards for children’s personal information 
and lay the foundation for the ethical use of artificial intelligence in the public sector. 

The government is also launching a public consultation on the draft legislation that OCSTA will 
respond. To assist in the development of our submission on this bill, please send any comments to 
Steve Andrews at sandrews@ocsta.on by June 4, 2024. 

Further details on the proposed legislation can be reviewed in the attached news release.  

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at mbellmore@ocsta.on.ca  

Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Michael Bellmore 
President 
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NEWS RELEASE 

Ontario Strengthening Cyber Security and 
Protecting People Online 

Proposed legislation also laying groundwork for the 
responsible use of artificial intelligence 

May 13, 2024 
Ministry of Public and Business Service Delivery 

 

    

 

TORONTO — Today, the Ontario government is introducing legislation that, if 
passed, would provide new tools to prevent and respond to cyber security 
threats and safeguard critical public services, such as health care and 
education. By enhancing cyber resilience, the government is ensuring these 
essential sectors remain secure and operational, protecting the safety and 
privacy of all Ontarians while providing them with more connected and 
convenient services across government. 

The Strengthening Cyber Security and Building Trust in the Public Sector Act, 
2024 would also strengthen safeguards for children’s personal information and 
lay the foundation for the ethical use of artificial intelligence in the public sector. 

“Our government is helping ensure people and businesses in Ontario have the 
right protections in place to freely and safely participate and thrive online,” said 
Todd McCarthy, Minister of Public and Business Service Delivery. “This new 
legislation would provide the right tools to prevent and quickly respond to future 
cyber-attacks and privacy breaches, improve our digital delivery of services and 
provide a strong framework for artificial intelligence governance.” 

The legislation works to better protect the people of Ontario by: 

1. Strengthening cyber security in the public sector. This includes 
critical sectors such as hospitals, schools and children’s aid societies. 
The legislation will help these organizations prevent and rapidly respond 
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to cyber threats and attacks and minimize service interruptions, ensuring 
these organizations can continue to operate even when breaches occur. 

1. Safeguarding the data of children and youth from being stolen or used 
inappropriately with stronger privacy protections when they are in settings 
like schools. Future regulations could prevent the misuse or sale of 
student data for predatory marketing by third parties, ensuring children 
are not unduly targeted or exploited by technology providers. 

1. Modernizing privacy protections. Increase the authority of the 
Information and Privacy Commissioner of Ontario (IPC) to investigate 
and respond to privacy breaches and inappropriate use of personal data 
and mandating organizations to complete privacy impact assessments. 

1. Building a strong foundation in artificial intelligence (AI) 
governance to solidify Ontario’s leadership in the responsible adoption 
of AI and emerging technologies. AI has the potential to transform vital 
programs and enhance services for the people of Ontario and we are 
ensuring it is used in a transparent, accountable, and ethical way. 

1. Improving online customer service delivery. With the proposed 
changes, Ontarians who choose to opt-in can enjoy a more efficient 
experience with government services. The introduction of “tell us once” 
features means users will not have to repeatedly enter the same 
information during their interactions. This not only speeds up processes 
but also reduces the potential for errors, making government services 
more user-friendly and effective. 

With more than 400 artificial intelligence firms and institutions, our province is at 
the centre of an AI-enabled future. As part of our ongoing work to develop safe 
and responsible AI applications while encouraging collaboration and fostering 
new partnerships, the Ontario government provided the Vector Institute with up 
to $27 million in June 2023, to help more Ontario companies connect with 
Vector’s AI experts. By continuously working to strengthen our partnerships with 
organizations like the Vector Institute, we are ensuring Ontario stays at the 
forefront of AI innovation, retains top AI talent and enhances the delivery of 
smarter, more efficient government services. 

Our government will consult key public sector stakeholders, Indigenous 
partners, academia, technology and AI experts, the Ontario Human Rights 
Commission and the IPC as it develops regulations. As technologies continue to 
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rapidly evolve, we are committed to continuously working with all partners to 
better protect Ontarians, especially our children. 

    

 

Quick Facts 

1. Ontario is implementing new and improved digital health care tools and 
services to improve patient care and enhance health system 
coordination. By strengthening cyber security and privacy measures, 
Ontario is safeguarding personal data to ensure a safe and seamless 
health care experience for people in Ontario. 

2. Ontario is requesting comments on the draft bill from the public through 
the Ontario Regulatory Registry until June 11, 2024. 

3. Ontario’s Cyber Security Centre of Excellence provides guidance, best 
practices and education on cyber security to the broader public sector to 
ensure our schools, hospitals and children’s aid societies have the best 
and most reliable access to every resource Ontario has to offer to 
prevent and respond to cyber threats and attacks. 

4. Ontario is engaging the AI Expert Working Group, experts from tech and 
AI industry and academia to provide advice and recommendations on the 
development of Ontario’s Trustworthy AI Framework and responsible use 
of AI within the public service. 

5. According to the Canadian Centre for Cyber Security, cyber-attacks are a 
growing threat to Ontario. IBM reports that the average cost of an 
incident in 2023 was $6.94 million. 

 

    

 

Additional Resources 

Read more about the proposed legislation 

Ontario Strengthening Safeguards for Children’s Personal Information 

Visit the K-12 Zone, an online resource for students to learn the importance of 
online safety. 
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Safeguarding data and privacy in today’s increasingly digital world is a top priority for 
the Ontario government. As a global leader in the digital space, Ontario is committed to 
providing the right tools to quickly respond to cyber-attacks and emerging threats, 
keeping people safe from data and artificial intelligence (AI)-related harms while 
supporting the growth of a safe and prosperous digital economy. 
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The proposed Strengthening Cyber Security and Building Trust in the Public Sector Act, 
2024 would, if passed, establish a modern foundation to better protect the data 
entrusted to us by the people of Ontario, with the flexibility to address emerging 
challenges with a particular focus on safeguarding children. 

The proposed new legislation includes the following initiatives: 

Protecting Children 

Children are particularly vulnerable to the impact of digital technologies and face greater 
risks of exploitation, discrimination or exclusion that could have a lasting impact on 
them. The proposed legislation would establish regulation-making authorities to set 
information protections for children and youth engaging with schools and children’s aid 
societies. 

These protections would help prevent inappropriate data practices in our schools and 
ensure that applications support the health and well-being of all students. They would 
also help ensure digital tools for children are safer, such as by restricting software used 
in schools on school issued devices, like laptops, that do not meet certain standards. 

The proposed scope of protections reflect feedback from sector experts and 
stakeholders, including the Information and Privacy Commissioner of Ontario who 
stressed the importance of safeguarding children. If the legislation is passed, the 
Ministry of Public and Business Service Delivery will work with partner ministries to 
develop consultation plans with priority sectors, the public and targeted experts. 
Consultations will include school boards, parents, all groups overseeing children in 
provincial settings, social media and tech industry experts, and law enforcement. 

Strengthening Cyber Security 

Cyber threats are on the rise and continuously evolving with the advancement of 
technologies, such as AI. The proposed legislation would establish regulation-making 
authority and empower the Minister of Public and Business Service Delivery to lead the 
cyber security direction for select public sector entities, especially for vulnerable sectors 
such as hospitals, schools and children’s aid societies. Regulations may include sector-
specific requirements and mandatory cyber incident reporting to government. These 
regulations would be developed through consultations with key government and public 
sector stakeholders to help these organizations better prepare, respond, and recover 
from cyber threats and attacks. 

Ontario is also proposing centralized reporting within government to better respond, 
deploy and get involved in emergency management of cyber incidents, particularly with 
those public sector organizations that don’t have strong cyber security practices. 

Not only will this elevate the overall maturity of Ontario’s cyber security regime but will 
lead to long-term cost-savings by mitigating the quantity and severity of cyber-attacks. 
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On average, a cyber-attack costs an organization almost $7 million. Cyber-attacks on 
public institutions are not just attacks on Ontarians' data, but also their tax dollars that 
fund and maintain these institutions. 

Enhancing Privacy Protections 

Being online has become vital to everyday life. Protecting personal data, especially our 
children’s, is critical so that everyone in Ontario can confidently and safely participate in 
today’s digital world, even as technologies rapidly advance. 

Ontario is proposing to modernize privacy protections and reduce risks associated with 
privacy breaches and unauthorized data access, including identity theft through 
proposed amendments to the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy 
Act (FIPPA). 

The proposed amendments would include establishing requirements for privacy breach 
notifications and mandatory privacy breach statistical reporting to the Information and 
Privacy Commissioner of Ontario (IPC) for the Ontario government and FIPPA 
institutions. This would provide information that is key to mitigating breaches and better 
ensuring personal information is kept safer and more secure. 

To ensure appropriate privacy provisions, analyses, mitigation and oversight, the 
proposed amendments would also formalize the requirement of FIPPA institutions to 
conduct privacy impact assessments (PIAs). A PIA is an evaluation process used to 
identify the actual or potential effects that a program, system or service may have on 
the privacy of an individual. Mandating PIAs would also help to support responsible, 
risk-based artificial intelligence (AI) use by ensuring that AI systems are used in a 
privacy protective manner. 

Personal data sharing would be further protected with proposed changes to the IPC’s 
oversight of personal data. The proposed amendments would increase the IPC’s 
oversight of FIPPA institutions by allowing the IPC to proactively conduct privacy 
investigations and administer compliance orders — ensuring there is an independent 
body safeguarding personal data. 

Protections for whistleblowers are also being proposed that would enable individuals to 
report privacy wrongdoing confidentially to the IPC without reprisal against them. This 
would further assist the IPC with investigating inappropriate use of personal data. 

Setting a Strong Foundation in AI Use 

As we embrace transformational and powerful artificial intelligence (AI) tools to help us 
build a better province, Ontario is introducing safeguards to ensure AI systems are used 
transparently, accountably, and responsibly in the public sector. 
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The proposed legislation includes introducing a definition of an “artificial intelligence 
system” that is in alignment with leading jurisdictions to create consistency in how AI is 
defined across the public sector and to support AI-related initiatives across the 
government. 

Ontario is proposing to establish accountability and transparency requirements for the 
Ontario government and public sector when using AI. For example, requiring these 
organizations to inform the public of when they are interacting with AI, or mandating that 
decisions made by AI always have a channel for human review — recognizing AI’s 
capacity for bias. 

The proposed legislation includes creating regulation-making authority to ensure 
responsible, risk-based AI use by select public sector organizations. This includes 
ensuring they are following Ontario’s Trustworthy AI Framework to protect people from 
unintentional harms and reduce liability and reputational risks that can arise from using 
AI technologies. These regulations would be developed through consultations with 
government and public sector stakeholders, Indigenous partners, and AI experts. 

These proposed legislative changes would ensure Ontario remains an emerging leader 
in the guidance and use of AI in a transparent, responsible, and accountable way. 

Modernizing Digital Service Delivery 

Ontario is continually improving service delivery to provide a consistent, secure, and 
seamless experience when accessing government programs and services. 

The proposed amendments to FIPPA include expanding the definition of customer 
service information, such as date of birth and language preferences, that service 
provider organizations, like ServiceOntario, with a person's consent, can collect, use, 
and retain for the purposes of digital service delivery. 

Updating Ontario’s legislative framework to modernize digital service delivery will offer 
those who provide consent to benefit from “tell-us-once” features, like pre-populated 
fields and communications preferences, so they don’t need to restate their information 
every time they interact with the government. 

 

Additional Resources 
1. Ontario Strengthening Cyber Security and Protecting People Online 
2. Ontario Strengthening Safeguards for Children’s Personal Information 
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Related Topics 

Business and Economy 

Information about Ontario’s economy and how to do business here. Includes economic 
development opportunities, research funding, tax credits for business and the Ontario 
Budget. Learn more 

Education and Training 

Learn about Ontario’s early years, education and training systems. Includes information 
on child care, elementary schools, secondary schools, colleges, universities, skills 
training and financial aid. Learn more 

Government 

Learn about the government services available to you and how government 
works. Learn more 

Law and Safety 

Ontario’s laws and related information about our legal system, emergency services, the 
Ontario Provincial Police and victim services. Learn more 
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