
Agenda 
Regular Board Meeting 

Tuesday, January 28, 2025 
Open Meeting – 6:30 P.M.-9:30 P.M. 

Catholic Education Centre, 1355 Lansdowne Street W., Peterborough 

Chairperson:  Kevin MacKenzie Vice-chairperson:  Jenny Leahy 

A. Call to Order of the Open Meeting – 6:30 p.m.:

1. Opening Prayer.
Trustee Mary Ann Martin. 

2. Land Acknowledgement.
Kevin MacKenzie, Board Chairperson. 

3. National Anthem.

4. Approval of the Agenda.

5. Declarations of Conflicts of Interest.

6. Approval of the Minutes of the December 17, 2024, Regular Board Meeting.

7. Business Arising Out of the Minutes.

B. Reports from the Office of the Director and Student Trustees:

1. Report from the Director of Education, Stephen O’Sullivan.

Trustees who are unable to attend the meeting are asked to 
please notify Michelle Kennedy (mkennedy@pvnccdsb.on.ca). 

and by Google Meet: https://meet.google.com/pnk-mxar-qnb 
If you would like to join by telephone, please contact Michelle Kennedy  
by email - mkennedy@pvnccdsb.on.ca or at 1-800-461-8009 ext. 1247   

Arrangements to join by phone must be made prior to 5:30 p.m. on the day of the meeting 
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2. Report from the Student Trustees:  Claire Heitzner, Senior Student Trustee and Carter
Peios, Junior Student Trustee.

3. Report from the Manager of Communications, Galen Eagle.
Highlights of System Achievements. 

C. Presentations:

1. Providing Excellence in Teaching and Learning:  Literacy Program.
Sheila Piggott, Superintendent of Learning, Lindsay Bowen, Learning Consultant. 

D. Programs and Services:

1. R.A. Student Excursions.

a. Holy Trinity Catholic Secondary School excursion to Silent Lake Provincial Park, May
12-14, 2025.
Julie Selby, Superintendent of Learning.

b. Holy Trinity Catholic Secondary School excursion to Algonquin Provincial Park, May
26-29, 2025.
Julie Selby, Superintendent of Learning.

c. Holy Trinity Catholic Secondary School international excursion to Amsterdam,
Brussels, Paris, and London, March 12-20, 2026.
Julie Selby, Superintendent of Learning.

d. St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Secondary School excursion to Algonquin Provincial
Park, September 30-October 3, 2025.
Sheila Piggott, Superintendent of Learning.

e. Holy Cross Catholic Secondary School excursion to Guatemala, March 2025,
Addendum updating travel details.
Jeannie Armstrong, Superintendent of Learning.

E. Business, Finance and Governance:

1. Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ Association (OCSTA) Open Session Report.
Kevin MacKenzie, Board Chairperson. 

2. Trustee Report from the Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ Association (OCSTA)
Catholic Trustees’ Seminar, January 16-18, 2025.
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3. STSCO Governance Committee, Open Session Report, January 8, 2025.
Kevin MacKenzie, Board Chairperson. 

4. R.A. Recommended Actions from the Committee-of-the-Whole, January 13, 2025:
Revised Estimates Update Report, Resolutions for OCSTA Annual General 
Meeting. 
John Connolly, Chairperson, Committee-of-the-Whole. 

F. Human Resources:

G. Policy Development:

1. R.A. Recommended Actions from the Policy Development Committee,
January 21, 2025.   
Kathleen Tanguay, Chairperson, Policy Development Committee.  

H. Old Business:

I. New Business:

J. Bring Forward:

K. Information Items:

1. Chairperson’s Report.
Kevin MacKenzie, Board Chairperson. 

2. Committee Reports.

a. Special Education Advisory Committee, January 23, 2025.

3. Community Involvement Reports.

4. Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ Association and Ministry Information Items.

a. December 16, 2024 – OCSTA Pre-Budget Presentation

b. December 16, 2024 – OCSTA 2025 Business Seminar Registration

c. January 6, 2025 – Catholic Education Week – Together in Faith Bulletin.

d. January 9, 2025 – Catholic Education Week, Elementary Book List.
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e. January 20, 2025 – OCSTA Short Video Contest Winners.

L. Future Meetings and Events:

1. Board Meetings:

a. Regular Board Meeting Open Session, February 25, 2025, 6:30 p.m.
(In-camera Session, 6:00 p.m.) 

2. Board Standing Committee Meetings: (Listed in chronological order.)

a. Chairperson’s Committee, Monday, February 10, 2025, 5:30 p.m.

b. Committee-of-the-Whole, Monday, February 10, 2025, 6:30 p.m.

c. Policy Development Committee, April 8, 2025, 6:30 p.m.

3. Other Committee Meetings: (Listed in chronological order.)

a. Catholic Parent Engagement Committee, January 30, 2025, 6:30 p.m.
b. Faith and Equity Committee, February 13, 2025, 6:30 p.m.
c. Student Council Liaison Committee, February 25, 2025, 4:15 p.m.
d. Special Education Advisory Committee, February 26, 2025, 1:00 p.m.
e. Accessibility for All Committee, February 27, 2025, 1:00 p.m.
f. STSCO Governance Committee, March 5, 2025, 3:00 p.m.
g. First Nation Métis Inuit Advisory Committee, March 18, 2025, 6:30 p.m.
h. French as a Second Language Advisory Committee, April 1, 2025, 4:30 p.m.
i. Audit Committee, June 19, 2025.
j. SAL Committee, TBA.

4. Board Events: (Listed in chronological order.)

a. Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ Association 2025 Annual General Meeting and
Conference, Hilton Toronto/Markham Suites Conference Centre, Markham.

b. Catholic Education Week, May 4-11, 2025.

M. Conclusion:

1. Report from the Regular Board Meeting, In-camera Session, January 28, 2025.
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2. Closing Prayer.
John Connolly, Trustee. 

3. Adjournment.
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Minutes
The Minutes of the Open Session of the Regular Board Meeting, held on Tuesday, December 
17, 2024, at 6:30 p.m. at the Catholic Education Centre, 1355 Lansdowne Street West, 
Peterborough, and virtually, by Google Meet. 

Present: 

Trustees –  Loretta Durst, Claire Heitzner (Senior Student Trustee), Jenny Leahy, Kevin 
MacKenzie (Chairperson), Mary Ann Martin, Carter Peios (Junior Student 
Trustee), and Kathleen Tanguay. 

Administration – Jeannie Armstrong, Jonathan Di Ianni, Galen Eagle, Sean Heuchert, 
Darren Kahler, Stephen O’Sullivan, Sheila Piggott, and Julie Selby. 

Recorder –  Michelle Kennedy 

Regrets: 

Trustee John Connolly 

A. Call to Order of the Open Meeting:

The Board Chairperson, Kevin MacKenzie, called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. and 
he welcomed guests in attendance in person and guests who were joining the meeting 
online by Google Meet.  The Chairperson welcomed Angelo Costa, Principal 
representative from St. Mary Catholic Elementary School in Grafton, and Tom Fletcher, 
Vice-principal from Holy Family Catholic Elementary School.  In addition, Kevin 
MacKenzie welcomed Catherine Whitnall, from the Peterborough Examiner, who was 
attending the meeting in person.   

1. Examen and Opening Prayer

Kevin MacKenzie, Board Chairperson invited the Board Vice-chairperson, Jenny Leahy,
to open the meeting with prayer.

2. Land Acknowledgement

The Board Chairperson, Kevin MacKenzie, gave a land acknowledgment to respectfully

O-A.6
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recognize that the land we gather on is the treaty and traditional territory of the Michi 
Saagiig Anishinaabeg. 

3. Singing of the National Anthem 

The National Anthem was sung.   

4. Approval of the Agenda 

MOTION: Moved by Mary Ann Martin, seconded by Kathleen Tanguay 

that Trustee John Connolly be excused from the open session 

meeting.  

Carried. 

MOTION: Moved by Kathleen Tanguay, seconded by Mary Ann Martin 

that the agenda be approved with a change in order of the 

agenda, moving Section D to before Section B.   

Carried. 

5. Declarations of Conflicts of Interest 

There were no conflicts of interest declared. 

6. Approval of the Minutes of the minutes from the November 26, 2024, Regular Board 
Meeting. 

MOTION: Moved by Loretta Durst, seconded by Mary Ann Martin 

that the minutes of the November 26, 2024, Regular Board 

Meeting be approved.  

Carried. 

7. Business Arising Out of the Minutes. 

There was no business arising from the minutes. 
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D. Programs and Services: 

1. Student Excursions. 

a) MOTION: Moved by Jenny Leahy, seconded by Kathleen Tanguay 

that the proposed St. Mary Catholic Secondary School international 

excursion to Italy, from March 5 to March 15, 2026, be approved in 

principle and that the trip will include mandatory insurance for all 

travelers.  Such insurance must cover school board or principal 

rulings for cancellation of the trip.  

Carried. 

b) MOTION: Moved by Kathleen Tanguay, seconded by Jenny Leahy 

that the proposed St. Mary Catholic Secondary School international 

excursion to New York City, New York, USA, from April 9 to April 13, 

2025, be approved in principle and that the trip will include mandatory 

insurance for all travelers.  Such insurance must cover school board 

or principal rulings for cancellation of the trip. 

Carried. 

B. Reports from the Office of the Director and Student Trustees: 

1. Report from the Director of Education. 

Stephen O’Sullivan, Director of Education, presented the Report from the Director of 
Education, which included the following points: 

• An Advent message of gratitude was delivered to the trustees for their continued 
dedication and support to the Catholic education and the PVNC Catholic school 
communities.  All staff and community partners were thanked for their 
contributions to our faith-filled schools. 

• Recent events and initiatives organized and attended by senior administration 
and other system leaders such as the LINK Leader Conference, the Student 
Council Liaison Committee Retreat, the Trustee Equity Training, the Hicks Morley 
School Board Management Conference, a Senior Team Planning day, Advent 
Celebrations, meetings with Bishop Meihm, the Medical Officers of Health 
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partnership meeting, the Director’s Meeting, and the OCSTA Catholic Education 
Leadership Speaker Series were highlighted.   

• The students, staff, and principal Becky Brady at St. Luke Catholic Elementary 
School were congratulated on their video submission for the OCSTA Pilgrims of 
Hope Video Contest, which has been chosen as a finalist in the competition.  

• Gratitude was expressed for the hard work and the ‘extra mile’ taken by 
educators, educational assistants and support staff in each of the schools;  their 
commitment to students is often witnessed by the Director during school visits.   

• Wishes of blessings of the Holy season, bringing peace and joy to all were 
extended. 

Stephen O’Sullivan invited and answered questions from the trustees at the 
conclusion of the report. 

2. Report from the Student Trustees. 

Senior Student Trustee, Claire Heitzner and Junior Student Trustee, Carter Peios, gave 
the Student Trustee report which included the following highlights: 

• At Holy Trinity Catholic Secondary School winter school sports are underway 
with the swim, volleyball, basketball, and hockey teams all competing and 
showing success.  The business classes staged a Christmas market, and semi-
formal dances were held.  The SHSM Arts and Culture students took a trip to the 
Habourfront Centre and a Christmas spirit week is being hosted by the Student 
Cabinet.  

• At St. Stephen Catholic Secondary School approximately 200 LINK leaders from 
across the board were hosted for a day-long conference.  Students have 
collected 300 pairs of socks for a youth shelter and have sent 3000 Christmas 
cards for the troops. An arts night was held to showcase school talent in music, 
drama, visual arts and photography.    

• Students at St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Secondary School have celebrated 
with an Advent mass and a Christmas Spirit Week.  Collections of food, toiletries 
and gifts were gathered for their annual ‘Be an Angel’ program to benefit the less 
fortunate in Lindsay and surrounding area.   

• At St. Mary Catholic Secondary School the Student Council Liaison Committee 
(SCLC) annual retreat was hosted.  Francofolies, an annual French festival, was 
held and students collected food and donations to assist community agencies 
during the Christmas season.   

• Holy Cross Catholic Secondary School students have participated in blood 
donations, an Advent food drive and clothing drive.  An evening Christmas Arts 
Showcase and Christmas Market were held to celebrate the season.  Law 
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students participated in an excursion to the courthouse and the Indigenous 
student group has created a women’s drumming group.   

• Students at St. Peter Catholic Secondary School are preparing for the drama 
production ‘Newsies’.  A hockey game at the Peterborough Memorial Centre 
between the St. Peter and Holy Cross teams will be a ‘buy-out’ event to celebrate 
school spirit.  The Terry Fox fundraiser was celebrated with $34,000 collected.   

Student trustees Claire Heitzner and Carter Peios invited questions and comments from 
the trustees at the conclusion of their report.   

3. Report from the Communications Department. 

Galen Eagle, Manager of Communications shared the following system highlights and 
initiatives: 

• Our name, Our story: Is it time for a change to the board’s name?  The PVNC 
Catholic Community has been invited to weigh in with their opinion using the 
engagement platform. 

• A review of the school boundary considerations for Clarington has been launched 
in preparation of the new Northglen Catholic school.   

• Porter Martone, a PVNC Catholic graduate will compete as a member of Team 
Canada at the World Junior Hockey tournament over the Christmas holiday.  

• 60 young women from PVNC Catholic secondary schools attended the ‘Women 
in the Trades’ day at the Fleming College. 

• A St. Anthony Catholic Elementary Gr 7 student, Chase Ruigrok, is voice acting 
as a hedgehog on a new PBS Kids animated television show called ‘Carl the 
Collector’.   

• The annual Student Council Liaison Committee (SCLC) retreat led by the 
Student Trustees and the SCLC took place at St. Mary Catholic Secondary 
School on December 3rd, bringing together student leaders from all six secondary 
schools.   

• A baking contest for students to celebrate French culture was held at St. Mary 
Catholic Secondary School, complete with food and music in a French Café 
atmosphere. 

• St. Paul Catholic Elementary School celebrated their annual Family Advent Mass 
at St. Anne’s Parish.    

• Two videos created by the Communications department were viewed:  Women in 
the Trades at Fleming College and the SCLC Leadership Retreat. 

At the conclusion of the report, Galen Eagle invited questions and comments from 
the trustees.    
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C. Presentations: 

1. Ensuring Equity:  Student Presentation – Braiding Diversity into Justice. 

Jill Barker, Principal from St. Mary Catholic Secondary School joined the board meeting 
via Google Meet and provided background information about the student program 
‘Braiding Diversity into Justice’.  Joining Ms. Barker for the presentation, were students 
Shanelle Paguirigan and Jaslin Browne from Holy Trinity Catholic Secondary School, 
and Josiah Whiteman from St. Mary Catholic Secondary School.   

The program, which is offered in the Durham Region area, is designed to bring Black or 
Asian-descent students together for a day to experience careers in law and justice 
relating to the courthouse.  The students are guided and mentored by men and women 
of colour who are employed in the field of law who explain their jobs and share their 
post-secondary education and career path experiences.   

The students took turns sharing their insights and inspirations that resulted from the 
opportunity to have one on one conversations and receive advice about programs and 
choice of post-secondary schools.  The student presenters expressed deep gratitude for 
the experience and emphasized how they each personally benefitted from talking about 
their experiences as black students and meeting people like them that have not been 
dissuaded from their career path due to their racialized experiences.  The students came 
away from the day with the message that careers in law are not unreachable because of 
the colour of our skin and that seeking such a career, although there may be challenges, 
is not impossible.   

The trustees had the opportunity to comment and ask questions of the presenters at the 
end of the presentation.   

2. Building a Community that Accompanies:  Director’s Annual Report, 2023-2024. 

The Director of Education, Stephen O’Sullivan presented the 2023-2024 Director’s 
Annual Report.  The report is an overview of the events and activities of PVNC Catholic 
over the last year which evidence the progression of the board towards the fulfillment of 
the strategic goals and priorities under the three pillars, Being Well, Being Creative and 
Being Community.  At the end of the report Stephen O’Sullivan answered questions from 
the trustees. 

MOTION: Moved by Jenny Leahy, seconded by Loretta Durst 

that the Director’s Annual Report for 2023-2024 be received by 

the Board and submitted to the Ministry of Education, as required.    

Carried. 
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E. Business, Finance and Governance: 

1. Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ Association (OCSTA) Open Session Report. 

Chairperson Kevin MacKenzie highlighted information received from OCSTA during the 
month of December which included proposed amendments to the Education Act 
regarding the role of system principals, a memo regarding conflicts of interest, 
registration information for the 2025 Annual General Meeting, a meeting summary for 
OCSTA Region 9, voting information for the OCSTA Video contest in which St. Luke is a 
finalist, and information regarding the OCSTA Business seminar in May, 2025.   

2. Borrowing Resolutions for Operating Line of Credit and Short-Term Financing of 
Construction Projects. 

Sean Heuchert, Superintendent of Business, Finance, and Facilities Services presented 
the borrowing resolutions for consideration by the trustees.  Annually, the bank requires 
approval for the borrowing agreements to be available for use, if required.  Sean 
Heuchert explained that the board typically does not require the use of the lines of credit 
but it is helpful to have cash flow readily available throughout the year, if necessary.  It 
was explained that the funding for School Condition Improvement (SCI) matches the 
amount of the bank financing, and it was noted that the projects and their progress of 
completion are posted on the board website.  All SCI projects require reporting to the 
Ministry regarding their progress and completion.   

MOTION: Moved by Mary Ann Martin, seconded by Jenny Leahy 

That the Board authorize the signing officers of the Board to enter 

into agreements with the Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce 

for the following: 

1. The borrowing of funds to meet operating requirements up 

to a maximum of $10,000,000 for the 2025 calendar year. 

2. Interim capital financing of up to $5,486,101 to support 

capital projects planned and/or underway funded by 

School Condition Improvement Grant. 

3. Interim capital financing of up to $26,247,733 to support 

the planned Northglen Catholic Elementary School funded 

by Capital Priorities and Child Care Capital Grant. 

Carried.   
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3. Trustee Professional Development, Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ Association 
(OCSTA) Annual General Meeting, Conference and Business Seminar, May 1-3, 2025. 

MOTION: Moved by Mary Ann Martin, seconded by Kathleen Tanguay  

that trustees wishing to do so, be authorized to attend the Ontario 

Catholic School Trustees’ Association (OCSTA) Annual General 

Meeting, Conference and Business Seminar, being held May 1-3, 

2025, in Markham, Ontario. 

Carried. 

F. Human Resources:    

1. Joint Health and Safety Committee Semi-annual Report, December 9, 2024. 

Darren Kahler, Superintendent of Human Resource Services presented the semi-annual 
report of the Joint Health and Safety Committee which detailed the activities of the 
committee from the last six months.   

MOTION: Moved by Jenny Leahy, seconded by Kathleen Tanguay 

that the Joint Health and Safety Committee Semi-annual Report to 

the Director of Education dated December 9, 2024, be received. 

Carried. 

G. Policy Development: 

H. Old Business:   

I. New Business:   

J. Bring Forward: 

K. Information Items: 

1. Chairperson’s Report. 
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Board Chairperson, Kevin MacKenzie reported that he attended an arts presentation at 
St. Stephen Catholic Secondary School which featured acting by Student Trustee Claire 
Heitzner.  The Chairperson also attended a Christmas event at St. Mother Teresa 
Catholic Elementary School and a meeting with the Clarington Mayor to discuss local 
issues in Clarington.  

At the conclusion of the report Chairperson MacKenzie wished everyone a safe and 
healthy Christmas and New Year and wished God’s blessings upon the students and 
staff of PVNC Catholic.   

2. Committee Reports: 

Kevin MacKenzie, Board Chairperson brought forward a suggested proposal to add a 
section to the board agenda to provide the opportunity for trustees to convey their 
involvement in school community activities during the previous month.   

MOTION: Moved by Mary Ann Martin, seconded by Loretta Durst 

that a community involvement report section be added to the 

board agenda.  

Carried. 

Trustees Kathleen Tanguay and Mary Ann Martin took the opportunity to share with the 
board some school events which they attended during the month of December.   

a. First Nation Métis and Inuit Advisory Committee, December 10, 2024. 

In Trustee John Connolly’s absence, Superintendent Julie Selby gave the report for 
the First Nation Métis and Inuit Advisory Committee.  Updates on Indigenous 
education activities and deep learning activities as well as professional learning in 
support of Indigenous students and Indigenous staff were noted.  It was reported that 
plans are underway for another Indigenous skilled trades fair and to hold a monthly 
Full Moon Ceremony. 

b. Special Education Advisory Committee, December 12, 2024. 

Trustee Kathleen Tanguay reported that a presentation was heard from Dr. Cynthia 
Chan Reynolds about the service delivery model which is used for Special Education 
needs at PVNC Catholic.  Trustee Tanguay noted that the background work which 
went into the preparation of the OCSTA resolution will also be used to complete the 
feedback request for the Ministry.   

DIR B-O 2025 01 28 Page 14



2024 B-OP 132 

3. Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ Association Information Items: 

a. November 15, 2024 – Together in Faith – Journey through Advent Resource 

b. November 21, 2024 – 2025 Trustee Award of Merit 

c. November 22, 2024 – OCSTA Responds to Canada-Ontario National School Food 
Program Agreement.  

d. November 22, 2024 – 2025 Student Trustee Alumni Award 

e. November 28, 2024 – December 2024 – CEW 2025, Together in Faith Bulletin 

f. December 12, 2024 – OCSTA 2024 Short Video Contest Voting. 

g. December 12, 2024 – OCSTA Annual General Meeting and Conference Package. 

L. Future Meetings and Events: 

1. Board Meetings: 

a. Regular Board Meeting Open Session, January 28, 2025, 6:30 p.m. 
 (In-camera Session, 6:00 p.m.)  

2. Board Standing Committee Meetings: (Listed in chronological order.) 

a. Chairperson’s Committee Meeting, January 13, 2025, 5:30 p.m. 

b. Committee-of-the-Whole Meeting, January 13, 2025, 6:30 p.m.  

c. Policy Development Committee Meeting, January 21, 2025, 6:30 p.m. 

3. Other Committee Meetings: (Listed in chronological order.): 

a. STSCO Governance Committee, January 8, 2025, 3:00 p.m.  
b. Catholic Parent Engagement Committee, January 16, 2025, 6:30 p.m.  
c. Special Education Advisory Committee, January 23, 2025, 1:00 p.m. 
d. Faith and Equity Committee, February 13, 2025, 6:30 p.m.  
e. Student Council Liaison Committee, February 25, 2025, 4:15 p.m. 
f. Accessibility for All Committee, February 27, 2025, 1:00 p.m. 
g. First Nation Métis Inuit Advisory Committee, March 18, 2025, 6:30 p.m. 
h. French as a Second Language Advisory Committee, April 1, 2025, 4:30 p.m. 
i. Audit Committee, TBA. 
j. Supervised Alternative Learning Committee, TBA 
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4. Board Events: 

a. Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ Association 2025 Catholic Trustees Seminar, 
Delta Hotels by Marriott, Toronto Airport & Conference Centre, Toronto.  

b. Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ Association 2025 Annual General Meeting and 
Conference, Hilton Toronto/Markham Suites Conference Centre, Markham. 

M. Conclusion: 

1. Report from the Regular Board Meeting, In-camera Session, held December 17, 2024. 

MOTION: Moved by Kathleen Tanguay, seconded by Mary Ann Martin 

that the Board approve the actions and the discussions arising 

from the Regular Board Meeting, In-camera session, held on 

December 17, 2024, as follows: 

A. Call to Order:   
1. Opening Prayer. 
2. Motion for the Approval of agenda.   
3. No conflicts of interest were declared.  
4. Approval of the minutes of the November 26, 2024, 

Regular Board Meeting, In-camera session. 
D. Business, Finance and Governance: 

1. OCSTA In-camera Report. 
I. Conclusion: 

1. Closing Prayer. 
2. Motion to convene in open session. 

Carried. 

2. Closing Prayer. 

The Board Chairperson, Kevin MacKenzie, invited Trustee Loretta Durst to lead the 
closing prayer to end the meeting.  

3. Adjournment 

MOTION: Moved by Kathleen Tanguay, seconded by Mary Ann Martin 

that the open session meeting be adjourned at 8:27 p.m. 
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Carried. 

   
Kevin MacKenzie 
Board Chairperson 

 Stephen O’Sullivan 
Director of Education, Secretary-Treasurer 

per M.K. 
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O-D.1

Student Excursions: 

R.A.:

that items D.1 a) through D.1 f) be approved as presented:

D.1 a) that the proposed Holy Trinity Catholic Secondary School

wilderness excursion to Silent Lake Provincial Park, from May 12-14,

2025, be approved in principle and that the trip will meet the required

Ontario Physical Activity Safety Standards in Education (OPASSE).

D.1 b) that the proposed Holy Trinity Catholic Secondary School

wilderness excursion to Algonquin Provincial Park, from May 26-29,

2025, be approved in principle and that the trip will meet the required

Ontario Physical Activity Safety Standards in Education (OPASSE).

D.1 c) that the proposed Holy Trinity Catholic Secondary School

international excursion to Amsterdam, Brussels, Paris and London,

from March 12 to March 20, 2026, be approved in principle and that

the trip will include mandatory insurance for all travelers.  Such

insurance must cover school board or principal rulings for cancellation

of the trip.

D.1 d) that the proposed St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Secondary

School international excursion to Algonquin Provincial Park, from

September 30 to October 3, 2025, be approved in principle and that

the trip will meet the required Ontario Physical Activity Safety

Standards in Education (OPASSE).

D.1 e) that the revisions to the itinerary for the Holy Cross Catholic

Secondary School international excursion to Guatemala, approved at

the regular board meeting on March 26, 2024, scheduled to take place

from March 11 to March 19, 2025, be approved.
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Committee-of-the-Whole January 13, 2025. 

Recommended Actions from the Committee-of-the-Whole Meeting, 
January 13, 2025:  Revised Estimates Update Report, Resolutions for 
OCSTA Annual General Meeting, Northglen Boundary Report. 

Mover: John Connolly 

a) that the Board receive the Revised Estimates Update report for the

2024-2025 budget as at November 30, 2024.

b) that the Board receive the Resolution for the Need for Greater

Communication and Collaboration among Ministries to Ensure

Efficient and Timely Services for Students with Special Needs, to be

presented at the OCSTA AGM in May 2025.

c) that the Board prepare a resolution, to be submitted to OCSTA for

consideration, regarding the sacramental preparation program.

O-E.4
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Peterborough Victoria Northumberland and Clarington Catholic District School Board
Budget - Summary of Enrolment

Revised Budget Actual Actual Actual Actual Actual
Day School Enrolment 2024/25 2024/25 2023/24 2022/23 2021/22 2020/21 2019/20
Junior Kindergarten 876.00 870.00 889.50 852.50 816.50 782.00 927.50
Senior Kindergarten 945.00 935.00 895.75 866.50 902.50 938.75 1,010.00
Grades 1-3 2,891.00 2,847.00 2,894.00 2,993.00 3,067.00 3,044.25 3,065.00
Grades 4-6 3,316.00 3,313.00 3,280.50 3,221.50 3,240.50 3,176.00 3,245.50
Grade 7-8 2,253.00 2,229.00 2,221.00 2,189.50 2,137.00 2,094.00 2,059.25
Elementary 10,281.00 10,194.00 10,180.75 10,123.00 10,163.50 10,035.00 10,307.25

Secondary 4,958.25 4,858.00 4,660.01 4,595.13 4,527.67 4,594.13 4,559.26
Total 15,239.25 15,052.00 14,840.76 14,718.13 14,691.17 14,629.13 14,866.51
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Peterborough Victoria Northumberland and Clarington Catholic District School Board
Budget - Staffing Summary - Full Time Equivalents (FTE)

2024-25 
Revised

2024-25 
Budget

Classroom Instruction, Teacher Assistants and Early Childhood Educators
Classroom Instruction Staff, Facilitators and Coaches 812.73    804.96      
Special Education Teachers 77.33      76.50        
Educational Assistants, Autism Spectrum Disorder Workers and Itinerant Sp Ed 298.00    289.00      
Early Childhood Educators 62.00      62.00        

Student Support
Social Services 11.00      11.00        
Speech Services 5.50        5.50          
Psychological Services 5.00        5.00          
Indigenous Supports 4.00        4.00          
Attendance Counselling 1.00        1.00          
Computer Services 17.00      17.00        
Chaplaincy Leader 5.57        5.57          

Library and Guidance
Library Teachers 4.33        4.33          
Guidance Teachers 12.01      12.50        
Learning Commons Specialists and E Learning Secretary 22.71      22.71        

School Administration
Principals and Vice-Principals (Administrative Time) 53.84      53.67        
Administrative Support Staff 58.60      58.51        

Consultants,Central Principals/Vice-Principal/Leads, Support Staff 21.30      21.30        
 

Administration and Governance
Trustees 9.00         9.00          
Director and Supervisory Officers (including those that are Program Leads) 7.00        7.00          
Director and Supervisory Officers Office 6.00        6.00          
Finance and Accounting 5.00        5.00          
Payroll 4.00        4.00          
Procurement, CEC Support and Community Use 3.91        3.91          
Human Resource Administration and Health and Safety 8.00        8.00          
Communications and Records Management 2.57        2.57          

School and CEC Operations
Managerial Staff and Administrative Supports 6.00        6.00          
Custodial 94.88      93.75        
Maintenance 10.00      10.00        

Transportation - Consortia Staff 4.00        4.00          
Total Staffing FTE 1,632.28 1,613.79
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Peterborough Victoria Northumberland and Clarington Catholic District School Board
Budget - Summary of Revenues

Revised Budget Budget Increase (Decrease)
2024/25 2024/25 Revised From Budget

General Operating Grants and Transfers from Deferred Revenue
Classroom Staffing Fund (CSF) 110,291,541 99,633,682 10,657,859 
Learning Resource Fund (LRF) 32,811,820 30,785,619 2,026,201 
Special Education Fund (SEF) 30,363,117 27,988,305 2,374,812 
School Facilities Fund 18,279,756 17,734,321 545,435 
Student Transportation Fund (STF) 13,851,555 13,812,789 38,766 
School Board Administration Fund (SBAF) 5,589,135 5,392,378 196,757 
General Core Education Funding (Core Ed) 211,186,925 195,347,094          15,839,831 
Estimated 2024/25 Benchmark increases due to cumulative Bill 124 impact - 5,853,904 (5,853,904) 
Less Transferred to Deferred Capital for Minor TCA (1,273,993) (971,975) (302,018) 
Subtotal 209,912,932 200,229,023          9,683,909 

Capital Grants used for Operating Expenses
Temporary Accommodation 89,684 89,684 - 
Interest on Capital 1,190,467 1,190,467 - 
Subtotal 1,280,151 1,280,151 - 

Other Revenues
Other Provincial Grants 2,297,930 2,111,911 186,019 
School Generated Funds 5,597,030 5,232,400 364,630 
Investment Income 800,000 800,000 - 
Federal Fees - Tuition 226,798 271,510 (44,712) 
Fees and Revenues from Other Sources 1,208,439 1,043,358 165,081 
Education Development Charges for Land 460,000 600,000 (140,000) 
Amortization of Deferred Capital Contributions 10,018,434 9,890,170 128,264 

20,608,631 19,949,349 659,282 
Total Revenue 231,801,714 221,458,523          10,343,191 
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Peterborough Victoria Northumberland and Clarington Catholic District School Board
Budget - Summary of Consolidated Expenses

 

INSTRUCTION $ % $ %
Classroom Teachers 109,565,696         47.1% 100,133,953        45.1%
Supply Teachers, Teacher Assistants and RECE 6,327,895             2.7% 5,274,255            2.4%
Teacher Assistants 18,982,506           8.2% 18,424,606          8.3%
Early Childhood Educators 4,364,125             1.9% 4,333,910            2.0%
Textbooks/Supplies 5,286,591             2.3% 5,150,713            2.3%
Computers 759,452                0.3% 729,452               0.3%
Professionals, Paraprofessionals 5,346,694              2.3% 5,361,810              2.4%
Library and Guidance 3,638,921              1.6% 3,516,971              1.6%
Staff Development 1,066,867             0.5% 916,318               0.4%
Department Heads 296,425                0.1% 300,429               0.1%
Principals and Vice-Principals 8,769,662             3.8% 7,910,173            3.6%
School Office - Secretarial and Supplies 4,957,558              2.1% 4,920,472              2.2%
Coordinators and Consultants 4,026,518             1.7% 3,816,897            1.7%
Continuing Education 450,972                0.2% 450,972               0.2%
Amortization 1,078,852             0.5% 965,200               0.4%
TOTAL INSTRUCTION 174,918,734         75.2% 162,206,131        73.1%

ADMINISTRATION
Trustees 144,842                0.1% 156,060               0.1%
Director and Supervisory Officers 1,045,294             0.4% 1,044,388            0.5%
Board Administration 5,120,160             2.2% 4,874,444            2.2%
Amortization 200,215                0.1% 195,957               0.1%
TOTAL ADMINISTRATION 6,510,511             2.8% 6,270,849            2.8%

TRANSPORTATION
Pupil Transportation 15,591,648           6.7% 15,394,804          6.9%
TOTAL TRANSPORTATION 15,591,648           6.7% 15,394,804          6.9%

PUPIL ACCOMODATION
School Operations and Maintenance 18,937,085           8.1% 18,408,971          8.3%
Other Pupil Accommodation 1,625,194             0.7% 1,405,194            0.6%
Amortization 9,346,396             4.0% 9,336,044            4.2%
TOTAL PUPIL ACCOMODATION 29,908,675           12.9% 29,150,209          13.1%

OTHER
School Generated Funds 5,597,030             2.4% 5,232,400            2.4%
Provision for Contingencies -                           0.0% 3,569,370            1.6%
TOTAL OTHER 5,597,030             2.4% 8,801,770            4.0%

TOTAL EXPENSES 232,526,598         100.0% 221,823,763        100.0%

Revised Budget
2024/25

Budget
2024/25
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Peterborough Victoria Northumberland and Clarington Catholic District School Board
Budget - Summary of Consolidated Expenses by Object

Expenses $ % $ %
Salaries and Wages 152,745,974         65.7% 141,032,717         63.6%
Employee Benefits 28,431,860 12.2% 27,551,339 12.4%
Staff Development 809,762 0.3% 709,243 0.3%
Supplies and services 16,583,383 7.1% 16,014,889 7.2%
Interest 1,625,194 0.7% 1,405,194 0.6%
Rental 23,148 0.0% 23,148 0.0%
Fees and contract services 21,446,062 9.2% 20,784,910 9.4%
Other, includes PPE, Fees and Memberships 235,752 0.1% 235,752 0.1%
Provision for Contingencies - 0.0% 3,569,370 1.6%
Amortization of tangible capital assets 10,290,111 4.4% 10,161,849 4.6%
Amortization of Asset Retirement Obligation 335,352 0.1% 335,352 0.2%

232,526,598         100.0% 221,823,763         100.0%

2024/25
Revised Budget

2024/25
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Peterborough Victoria Northumberland and Clarington Catholic District School Board
Surplus (Deficit) Available for Compliance

Revised Budget Budget Actual Increase (Decrease)
2024/25 2024/25 2023/24 Revised from Budget 

Total Grants and Revenue 231,801,714        221,458,523       246,178,001      10,343,191                      

Total Expenses 232,526,598        221,823,763       240,198,162      10,702,835                      

Total Surplus (Deficit) (724,884)              (365,240)             5,979,839          (359,644)                         

Less Amount Not Available for Compliance:
Accrued Interest (25,273)                (25,273)               (23,874)              -                                      
Committed Capital Projects Amortization 140,603               140,603              141,137             -                                      
Asset Retirement Obligations 335,352               335,352              73,227               -                                      
EDC Revenues Recognized for Land -                           (360,000)             (4,241,792)         360,000                           
School Generated Funds Surplus/(Deficit) -                           -                          (279,668)            -                                      
Subtotal 450,682               90,682                (4,330,970)         360,000                           

Total Surplus (Deficit) Available for Compliance (274,202)              (274,558)             1,648,869          356                                  
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Peterborough Victoria Northumberland and Clarington Catholic District School Board

 Sept 1, 2024 Committed Capital 
Adjustment for 

Compliance

In-Year Increase      
(+) / Decrease (-)

 Aug 31, 2025

$ $ $ $
Available for Compliance - Unappropriated
Operating Accumulated Surplus (previously working 
& operating funds) 8,206,416 -28,994 8,177,422

Total Unappropriated 8,206,416 -28,994 8,177,422
Available for Compliance - Internally 
Appropriated
Other Purposes - Operating 
School Activities 230,554 0 230,554
Program Equipment 497,472 0 497,472
IT Software 144,138 -144,138 0
Holy Cross Field Capital 120,000 30,000 150,000
Committed to Northglen Catholic School -  Ministry 
Approved 750,000 750,000

Committed Capital Projects 2,718,498 -271,679 2,446,819
Committed Capital Projects Adjustment 0 -140,603 140,609 6

Other Purposes - Capital:
Facilities/Sites 121,952 0 121,952
Total Internally Appropriated 4,582,614 -140,603 -245,208 4,196,803
Total Accumulated Surplus / (Deficit) Available 
for Compliance 12,789,030 -140,603 -274,202 12,374,225

Unavailable for Compliance
Interest to be Accrued -49,534 25,273 -24,261
School Generated Funds 2,189,758 0 2,189,758
Revenues recognized for land 22,082,754 0 22,082,754
Committed Capital Projects Adjustment 0 140,609 -140,609 0
Asset Retirement Obligations -4,600,598 -335,346 -4,935,944
Total Unavailable for Compliance 19,622,380 140,609 -450,682 19,312,307

Total Accumulated Surplus/(Deficit) 32,411,410 6 -724,884 31,686,532

Budget -  Detail of Accumulated Surplus/(Deficit)
For the year ended August 31, 2025
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Peterborough Victoria Northumberland and Clarington Catholic District School Board
Budget - Summary of Capital Expenditures by Funding Source

 Revised Budget Budget
2024/25 2024/25

$ $
School Renewal 3,009,825              2,314,574               
School Condition Improvement (SCI) 7,373,598              5,486,101               
Minor TCA 1,273,993              971,975                  
Subtotal- Various building improvements 11,657,416            8,772,650               
Capital Priorities - Northglen Catholic Elementary 5,989,916              -                              
Total Capital Allocation - Budgeted Spend 17,647,332            8,772,650               

Capital projects are approved throughout the year and may span more than one fiscal period.
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Policy Development Committee January 21, 2025. 

O-G.1

Recommended Action from the Policy Development 
Committee Meeting, January 21, 2025.  

R.A.: Mover:  Loretta Durst

that the Board receive the reports and recommendations 

from the Policy Development Committee meeting dated 

January 21, 2025, for publication and implementation. 
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Page 1 of 2 

Report of the Approved Recommended Actions from the Policy Committee 
Meeting, January 21, 2025.  

1. Revised Directional Policy #500, Employee Relations.

Moved by Trustee Durst, seconded by Trustee Leahy, that the Policy Development Committee
recommend to the Board that the revised Directional Policy #500, Employee Relations, be
received and posted under the Policy and Procedures for PVNCCDSB.

Motion Carried.

2. Revised Directional Policy #800, Health Schools.

Moved by Board Chairperson MacKenzie, seconded by Trustee Martin, that the Policy
Development Committee recommend to the Board that the revised Directional Policy #800,
Healthy Schools, be received and posted under the Policy and Procedures for PVNCCDSB.

Motion Carried.

3. Revised Directional Policy #1000, Parent/Guardian and Community Relations.

Moved by Trustee Martin, seconded by Trustee Durst, that the Policy Development Committee
recommend to the Board that the revised Directional Policy #1000, Parent/Guardian and
Community Relations, be received and posted under the Policy and Procedures for PVNCCDSB,
with the addition that any guest speakers invited into our schools be in line with the Catholic faith.

Motion Carried.

4. Administrative Procedures.

Moved by Trustee Martin, seconded by Trustee Durst, that the Policy Development Committee
recommend to the Board that items C.1 c) through C.1 e), be received and posted as presented:

C.1.c) Administrative Procedure #815 - Safe Work Procedure: Lock-out/Tag-out of Energy
Sources 

That Administrative Procedure #815, Safe Work Procedure: Lock-out/Tag-out of 
Energy Sources, be received and posted as revised under Directional Policy #800, 
Healthy Schools and Workplaces. 

C.1.d) Administrative Procedure #816 - Extreme Weather Response

That Administrative Procedure #816, Extreme Weather Response, be received and 
posted as revised under Directional Policy #800, Healthy Schools and Workplaces. 

C.1.e) Administrative Procedure #1306 - Student Safety

That Administrative Procedure #1306, Student Safety, be received and posted as 
revised under Directional Policy #1300, Student Transportation. 

Motion Carried. 

5. Administrative Procedures.

Moved by Trustee Martin, seconded by Board Chairperson MacKenzie, that the Policy
Development Committee recommend to the Board that Administrative Procedure #305 - Out of
School Activities, be received and posted as presented:

O-G.1
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Page 2 of 2 

C.1.a) Administrative Procedure #305 - Out of School Activities 

that Administrative Procedure #305, Out of School Activities, be received and posted 
as revised under Directional Policy #300, Student Achievement and Well-Being. 

Motion Carried. 

6. Administrative Procedures. 

Moved by Trustee Leahy, seconded by Board Chairperson MacKenzie, that the Policy 
Development Committee recommend to the Board that Administrative Procedure #610 - 
Purchasing, be received and posted as presented. 

C.1.b) Administrative Procedure #610 - Purchasing 

that Administrative Procedure #610, Purchasing, be received and posted as revised 
under Directional Policy #600, Stewardship of Resources. 

Motion Carried. 
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P R O M O T I N G   A N D   P R O T E C T I N G   C A T H O L I C   E D U C A T I O N

December 16, 2024 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Chairpersons and Directors of Education 
- All Catholic District School Boards

CC: OCSTA Directors and Staff 
Board Secretaries and Administrative Assistants 

FROM: Steve Andrews 
Director of Legislative and Political Affairs 

SUBJECT: Prebudget Presentation to the Ministry of Finance 

Today, Pat Daly, OCSTA Past President, and Nick Milanetti, Executive Director, delivered a 
presentation to the representatives of the Ministry of Finance, including the Minister of Finance and 
key PC MPPs, on OCSTA’s priorities for the forthcoming provincial budget.  The attached 
presentation is included for your information as well as the entire Prebudget Submission.  

Within the three minute timeframe allowed for speakers, the presentation focused on increasing 
funding for students with Special Education needs, inflationary costs of CPP and EI, Cybersecurity 
funding and the need to reform regulations on Executive Compensation. 

If you have any questions, please contact me at sandrews@ocsta.on.ca directly. 
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2 Sheppard Avenue East 
Suite 1510 
Toronto, Ontario  M2N 5Y7 
T. 416.932.9460  F. 416.932.9459
ocsta@ocsta.on.ca  www.ocsta.on.ca

Michael Bellmore, President 
Marino Gazzola, Vice President 
Nick Milanetti, Executive Director 

P R O M O T I N G   A N D   P R O T E C T I N G   C A T H O L I C   E D U C A T I O N

December 16, 2024 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: All Catholic School Trustees, Directors of Education & Senior Business Officials 

FROM: Stephen Andrews, Director of Legislative & Political Affairs 

SUBJECT: 2025 OCSTA/OCSBOA Business Seminar – Registration 

The annual OCSTA/OCSBOA Business Seminar is scheduled for Thursday, May 1, 2025 at the 
Hilton Toronto/Markham Suites Hotel (8500 Warden Avenue, Markham, ON). 

Please click here to register online. To access the Preliminary Program, please click here. 

Please submit payment to: 

Attention: Ashlee Cabral 
OCSTA 
2 Sheppard Avenue East 
Suite 1510 
Toronto, ON  M2N 5Y7 

Cancellation Policy 

The deadline date for a full refund of seminar registration fees is April 11, 2025. 

A 50% administrative charge will apply to each cancelled registration received after April 11, 2025 
and before April 18, 2025. 

No refund, under any circumstances, will be available for cancellations received after  April 18, 
2025 however, substitutions will be accepted. Confirmed registrants who do not attend the event are 
responsible for the full registration fee. 

All cancellations must be submitted to Ashlee Cabral by email at acabral@ocsta.on.ca within the 
stated timelines. 

Thank you. 
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~

This month’s Pilgrims of Hope bulletin will celebrate the Jubilee year we have embarked on together as well as highlight the
foundational components of our Catholic identity. This month will focus on the Beatitudes and in particular, “Blessed are the

peacemakers, for they will be called children of God..” as we celebrate the World Day of Peace on January 1.    

CATHOLIC EDUCATION:
PILGRIMS OF HOPE

 L’éducation catholique: Pèlerins de l’espérance January 2025 Bulletin 

 CATHOLIC EDUCATION: TOGETHER IN FAITH

 CATHOLIC EDUCATION: TOGETHER IN FAITH

PILGRIMS OF HOPE ~ 
OUR CATHOLIC IDENTITY 

Celebrating the Jubilee Year 2025 
The Jubilee Year is upon us! 

Prior to the first Mass of Christmas on December 24, his Holiness
Pope Francis in Saint Peter’s Basilica, Rome, opened the Holy Door to
commence the Jubilee Year 2025. This marked the beginning of a
special time of grace and celebration in the Catholic Church. The
Jubilee Year will continue until January 6, 2026, the Solemnity of the
Epiphany, with the closing of the Holy Door. The opening of the Holy
Door on Christmas Eve symbolizes the spiritual passage into this year
of grace, inviting the faithful to receive God's mercy and embrace the
message of Christ’s love and salvation. Pope Francis opened the door
as an invitation to all men and women to open the doors of their
hearts to Christ.

The Jubilee Year is a time of spiritual renewal, reconciliation, and
pilgrimage, where the faithful are encouraged to grow closer to God
through repentance, prayer, acts of mercy, and charity.

For everyone, may the Jubilee be a moment of genuine, personal encounter with the
Lord Jesus, the ‘door’ (cf. Jn 10:7.9) of our salvation, whom the Church is charged

to proclaim always, everywhere and to all as ‘our hope’ (1 Tim 1:1)
(Spes non confundit - Bull of Indiction)

May this Holy Year provide each one of us with a grace-filled
opportunity to nurture the seeds of faith within and to immerse
ourselves as Pilgrims of Hope as we journey together in prayer,

witness and service drawing on the example of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 
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September 2024
~

The Jubilee of Hope

CATHOLIC EDUCATION:
PILGRIMS OF HOPE

 CATHOLIC EDUCATION: TOGETHER IN FAITH

The celebration of a Holy Year every 25 years is an acknowledgment
that:

“the Christian life is a journey calling for moments of greater intensity
to encourage and sustain hope as the constant companion that guides

our steps toward the goal of our encounter with the Lord Jesus,” 
Pope Francis wrote when announcing the jubilee. 

Everyone knows what it is to hope. In Spes Non Confundit, or Hope
Does Not Disappoint, Pope Francis writes, 

“In the heart of each person, hope dwells as the desire and expectation of
good things to come, despite our not knowing what the future may bring.

Even so, uncertainty about the future may at times give rise to
conflicting feelings, ranging from confident trust to apprehensiveness,

from serenity to anxiety, from firm conviction to hesitation and doubt.” 

“Often we come across people who are discouraged, pessimistic and
cynical about the future, as if nothing could possibly bring them
happiness. For all of us, may the Jubilee be an opportunity to be
renewed in hope. God’s word helps us find reasons for that hope.”

Father in heaven, may the faith you have given us in your Son, Jesus
Christ, enkindled in our hearts by the Holy Spirit, reawaken in us the

blessed hope for the coming of your Kingdom. 
May your grace transform us into tireless cultivators of the seeds of the
Gospel. May those seeds transform from within both humanity and the
whole cosmos in the sure expectation of a new heaven and a new earth,
when, with the powers of evil vanquished, your glory will shine eternally. 
May the grace of the Jubilee reawaken in us, Pilgrims of Hope, a yearning

for the treasures of heaven. May that same grace spread the joy and
peace of our Redeemer throughout the earth. 

To you our God, eternally blessed, be glory and praise for ever. Amen. 

Jubilee Prayer
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Our Catholic Identity ~ 
How are we called to live out our faith?

As we journey together, we are pilgrims of hope, pressing
forward towards a better future. In this Jubilee Year, we can
commit to bring about hope by embarking on a shared journey
of faith. Together, we can celebrate our Catholic identity,
deeply rooted in Jesus Christ and the teachings of the Catholic
Church and foster a renewed sense of hope in those around us. 

Scripture, the Beatitudes, the Ten Commandments, Catholic
Social Teaching (CST) and the Sacraments, to name a few, are
foundational elements that shape our Catholic identity. They
each provide insight into how Catholics are called to live out
their faith in both personal and social contexts. Together, these
elements define the moral, spiritual, and social dimensions of
the Catholic life. 

Our Catholic schools exist to inform, form and transform
students according to the message of Jesus as it comes to us
through scripture, the living tradition and teachings of the
Catholic Church, and the Ontario Catholic School Graduate
Expectations (OCSGE). Inspired by these foundational elements
of our Catholic identity, students will live out their faith,
spreading the joy of the Gospel in their homes, parishes and
wider community.  

Scripture, the Ten Commandments, Catholic Social Teaching,
and the Beatitudes form the foundation of Catholic identity by

providing moral guidance, a call to justice, and a vision of
holiness rooted in the values of the Gospel. Through the

Sacraments, such as the grace of Baptism, and the gifts and fruits
of the Holy Spirit in Confirmation, Catholics are inspired and

challenged to live lives of integrity, to serve others selflessly, to
work for justice and peace, and to embrace a personal

relationship with God that transforms their relationships with
others. These elements guide Catholics in their journey toward

holiness and in their mission to contribute to the common good. 
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Our Catholic Identity ~ The Beatitudes

Here are the Beatitudes from the Gospel of Matthew (5:3–12):

Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
(Blessed are those who are humble and know they need God. They are valued

and will be close to God forever.)  

Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
(Those who grieve or suffer will be comforted by God.)

Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
(Meekness refers to gentleness, humility, and patience, not weakness. God

loves those who are kind and gentle.)

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they
will be filled. 

(Blessed are those who want to do the right thing and care about justice. God
will help you be strong and do what’s right.)

Blessed are the merciful, for they will be receive mercy. 
(Those who show compassion and forgiveness toward others will receive

God’s kindness and mercy in return.)

Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
(When your heart is pure and you do good things, you will be close to God

and experience His presence.) 

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
(Those who get along with others, foster peace, and promote harmony are

recognized as God's true children.)

Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness’ sake,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

(Those who are persecuted for standing up for what is right will be rewarded
with the kingdom of heaven. God will reward you with His love and

happiness forever.) 

This month, we will focus on the Beatitudes which are a series of teachings given by Jesus, primarily recorded in the
Gospel of Matthew (Matthew 5:3–12) and in a slightly shorter version in the Gospel of Luke (Luke 6:20–23). They are part

of what is known as the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew and the Sermon on the Plain in Luke. The Beatitudes
describe the characteristics of those who are blessed by God and offer spiritual promises. 

There is a ninth beatitude in Matthew 5:11–12, often
seen as an extension of the eighth: 

Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute
you, and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on
my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is
great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted

the prophets who were before you. 

Blessed are the meek, for they
will inherit the earth. 

Blessed are the pure in heart, for
they will see God. 
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Blessed are the Peacemakers...
The Beatitudes encourage believers to live lives of humility, mercy, and

justice. They are often viewed as a description of the ideal Christian life. 

The Beatitudes teach us that God loves people who are humble, kind,
forgiving, and who make peace. Even if life gets hard, God promises to

be with us and bless us when we follow His ways. These are the attitudes
and actions that help us grow closer to God and live a happy, peaceful

life with others! 

Let’s take a closer look at seventh Beatitude, “Blessed are the
peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.”

What does it mean to be a peacemaker? 
How can you be a peacemaker in your daily lives? 

How can you foster peace at home, school and in the wider community? 
Why do you think Jesus calls peacemakers “children of God”?

Role-Play Scenarios: Divide the students into small groups and give them
one of the following scenarios to role-play or a real-life conflict scenario
to role-play. 

Two friends are arguing over a toy or a game. 
A disagreement between two people occurs over a project. 
Someone in class feels left out in a group activity. 
Someone is being treated unfairly outside at recess. 

Encourage students to use peacemaking strategies (e.g., empathy, active
listening, apologizing). After each group performs their role-play, discuss

how the conflict was resolved and how they were a peacemaker.

Peace Prayers: Write a prayer for peace together promoting our call to be
peacemakers in our daily lives.  

Design a Peace Poster: Invite students to create a poster illustrating what
it means to be a peacemaker. The poster can include images or symbols of
peace, inspirational or scripture quotes about peace and kindness.   
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World Day of Peace ~ January 1, 2025
On December 12,2024, the Holy See published the Holy Father’s
Message for the 58th World Day of Peace, which will be celebrated on
January 1, 2025, the liturgical Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of
God, who is likewise the Queen of Peace. The theme chosen by Pope
Francis is “Forgive us our trespasses: grant us your peace’’. 

This theme aligns with the spirit of the Jubilee Year, focusing on hope,
forgiveness, and bringing people together. Inspired by Laudato Si’ and
Fratelli Tutti, the message highlights the need for change to build
lasting peace in our lives individually, in communities, and worldwide. 

In the spirit of hope, we are called to extend well wishes of peace to
one another.  

“True peace,” the Pope says, “is granted by God to hearts that are
disarmed of selfishness, hostility, and anxiety for the future, replacing

them with generosity, forgiveness, and hope for a better world: May we seek
the true peace that is granted to God by hearts disarmed." 

Simple acts of kindness and solidarity can pave the way for this
new world, fostering a deeper sense of fraternity and shared
humanity. 

“May 2025 be a year in which peace flourishes! A true and lasting
peace that goes beyond quibbling over the details of agreements and
human compromises. May we seek the true peace that is granted by
God to hearts disarmed: hearts not set on calculating what is mine

and what is yours; hearts that turn selfishness into readiness to
reach out to others; hearts that see themselves as indebted to God
and thus prepared to forgive the debts that oppress others; hearts

that replace anxiety about the future with the hope that every
individual can be a resource for the building of a better world.”

(Message for the World Day of Peace 2025, Pope Francis) 

World Day of Peace

Peacemakers 
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Pope Francis offers the following prayer for peace: 

Forgive us our trespasses, Lord, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

In this cycle of forgiveness, grant us your peace, 
the peace that you alone can give 

to those who let themselves be disarmed in heart, 
to those who choose in hope to forgive the debts of their brothers and sisters, 

to those who are unafraid to confess their debt to you, 
and to those who do not close their ears to the cry of the poor. 

Amen. 

Pope Francis reminds us that peace can indeed begin with “a smile, a
small gesture of friendship, a kind look, a ready ear, a good deed.” 

With such gestures, we progress towards the goal of peace. 

“We will arrive all the more quickly if, in the course of journeying
alongside our brothers and sisters, we discover that we have changed from

the time we first set out.” 
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OCSTA Catholic Education Week Resources
Catholic Education Pilgrims of Hope Monthly Bulletins

September Bulletin: Looking for ways to promote how we can be Pilgrims of Hope
in our schools, homes, parishes and communities? Check out this bulletin!

Our Catholic Identity: 
Beatitudes Poster

October Bulletin: This month’s bulletin highlights the significance of the Jubilee
Year and promotes ways you can celebrate the Jubilee Year of Hope. 

November Bulletin: This month’s bulletin highlights the 7 Holy Doors around the
world and their spiritual significance. This bulletin also provides suggestions on
how you can promote the Holy Doors in your schools. 

December Bulletin: This month’s bulletin celebrates our journey through Advent
as Pilgrims of Hope.  This bulletin also explores ways we can be Advent Pilgrims of
Hope by Honouring Human Dignity, by Caring For Creation, by Responding to the
Poverties of our World, by Serving in Solidarity and by Living as Peacemakers.
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Jubilee Year 2025 Resources

Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops Webinar Series:
The CCCB Office for Evangelization and Catechesis hosted the
webinar series titled, “The Four Constitutions of Vatican II,”

inviting the faithful to reflect on the meaning of these
documents for the life of the Church today.

 CCCB Adult Faith Resources on the Jubilee Year 2025

Jubilee Year Calendar 
of Major Events 

CCCB Catechetical Activities for Children and Youth 
Here you will find age appropriate catechetical resources for

children and youth that provide opportunities for reflection on
the themes outlined in the Papal Bull of Indiction Spes Non

Confundit, issued 9 May 2024.

The Pope’s Worldwide Prayer Network
The Pope Video: December - 

For Pilgrims of Hope

Don’t forget to visit the OCSTA Catholic Education Week site for more resources.

Interested in sharing what your school community is doing
to promote the Jubilee Year ~ Pilgrims of Hope? 

Email: julie.webster@dpcdsb.org

Pilgrims of Hope ~ Our Catholic Identity:
Catholic Social Teaching

 NEXT MONTH’S FEATURE

DIR B-O 2025 01 28 Page 185

https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/content/dam/iubilaeum2025/calendario/PDF/EN-CAL.pdf
http://goodnewsforall.ca/
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/peace/documents/20241208-messaggio-58giornatamondiale-pace2025.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/peace/documents/20241208-messaggio-58giornatamondiale-pace2025.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/peace/documents/20241208-messaggio-58giornatamondiale-pace2025.html
https://www.cccb.ca/evangelization-catechesis-catholic-education/video-resources/the-four-constitutions-of-vatican-ii/
https://www.cccb.ca/evangelization-catechesis-catholic-education/the-ordinary-jubilee-of-the-year-2025/cccb-adult-faith-resources-on-the-jubilee-year-2025/
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/content/dam/iubilaeum2025/calendario/PDF/EN-CAL.pdf
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/content/dam/iubilaeum2025/calendario/PDF/EN-CAL.pdf
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/content/dam/iubilaeum2025/calendario/PDF/EN-CAL.pdf
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/content/dam/iubilaeum2025/calendario/PDF/EN-CAL.pdf
https://www.cccb.ca/evangelization-catechesis-catholic-education/the-ordinary-jubilee-of-the-year-2025/catechetical-activities-for-children-and-youth/
https://www.cccb.ca/evangelization-catechesis-catholic-education/the-ordinary-jubilee-of-the-year-2025/catechetical-activities-for-children-and-youth/
https://popesprayerusa.net/2024/12/04/december-2024-the-pope-video/
https://popesprayerusa.net/2024/12/04/december-2024-the-pope-video/
https://popesprayerusa.net/2024/12/04/december-2024-the-pope-video/


January 9, 2025 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Chairpersons and Directors of Education 
Adult Faith Animators and Religious Education Consultants 
- All Catholic District School Boards

FROM: Anne O’Brien, Director of Catholic Education 

SUBJECT: 2025 Catholic Education: Pilgrims of Hope 

Resource Kit Book List for Elementary Schools 

OCSTA is pleased to share the attached elementary school Book List for this year’s Catholic 
Education: Pilgrims of Hope. These resources can be used along with lesson plans that are 
currently being prepared as part of the Catholic Education Resource Kit which will be made 
available to boards and schools in February 2025. 
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Catholic Education Week 2025 
Elementary Resource Kit Book List 

“We must fan the flame of hope that has been given to us.” 
Letter on the Jubilee Year of Hope, February 11, 2022 

Catholic Education: Pilgrims of Hope 
By honouring human dignity 

By caring for creation 
By responding to the poverties in our world 

By serving in solidarity 
By living as peacemakers 

TITLE AUTHOR ISBN 

Day 1 
By honouring human 
dignity 

Kindergarten 
Who Are You? A Little Book 
About Your Big Identity 

Christina Fox 9781433592164 

Primary I am God’s Dream Matthew Paul Turner 9780593234730 

Junior Crumbs Phil Cummings 9781443199698 

Intermediate What You Need to be Warm Neil Gaiman 9780063358089 

Day 2 
By caring for creation 

Kindergarten What a Wonderful World George Weiss & Bob Thiele 9781627792561 

Primary Little Turtle & the Changing Sea Becky Davies 9781680101997 

Junior When God Made the World Matthew Paul Turner 9780525650669 

Intermediate Dear Children of the Earth Schim Schimmel 9781559712255 

Day 3 
By responding to the 
poverties in our world 

Kindergarten Coat of Many Colors Dolly Parton 9780451532374 

Primary Maddi’s Fridge Lois Brandt 9781947277762 

Junior The Lunch Thief Ann C. Bromley 9780884488378 

Intermediate On Our Street Jillian Roberts 9781459833401 

Day 4 
By serving in solidarity 

Kindergarten One Love Cedella Marley 9781452138558 

Primary Get Up, Stand Up Cedella Marley 9781797219424 

Junior Circles All Around Us Brad Montague 9780593323182 

Intermediate Malala’s Magic Pen Malala Yousafzai 9780316319577 

Day 5 
By living as peacemakers 

Kindergarten, Primary, 
Junior & Intermediate 

You, Me, We: A Celebration of 
Peace & Community 

Arun Gandhi & Bethany Hegedus 9781536217445 
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January 20, 2025 

TO: Trustees and Directors of Education 
- All Catholic District School Boards

FROM: Michael Bellmore, President 

RE: OCSTA Short Video Contest Winners 

Good morning: 

Late last year OCSTA was pleased to receive almost 100 entries in response to our call for 
submissions for our annual Short Video Contest for Ontario’s Catholic Schools. This year’s theme 
“Pilgrims of Hope” was clearly reflected in the faith-filled video productions we received. We thank 
all participants for your thoughtful submissions and appreciate the support of all those individuals 
throughout our Catholic school communities and families who participated in the voting process. 

I am pleased to extend congratulations to the following Catholic elementary and secondary 
schools for their winning submissions which were announced at the 2025 Catholic Trustees 
Seminar: 

Catholic Elementary School Division Winners 

1st Place: St. Mary Catholic Elementary School, Niagara Catholic DSB 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uYCL_19anm0 

2nd Place: St. Luke Catholic Elementary School, Nipissing-Parry Sound Catholic DSB 
https://youtu.be/BAbECerokHY 

3rd Place: St. Charles Garnier Catholic School, Toronto Catholic DSB 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CMk12FTf8rQ 

Catholic Secondary School Division Winners 

1st Place: Dante Alighieri Academy, Toronto Catholic DSB 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T4zc4EP4N7w 

2nd Place: Notre Dame College School, Niagara Catholic DSB 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qyjv9q-1cH8 

3rd Place: St. Charles College, Sudbury Catholic DSB 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=23mmASYvxdc&t=1s 
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