
Agenda   

 

 

REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

TUESDAY, MARCH 31, 2020 
by Teleconference 

OPEN MEETING – 7:00 to 9:30 P.M. 

 
Chairperson: Michelle Griepsma Vice-Chairperson: David Bernier 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A. Call to Order of the Open Meeting – 7:00 P.M.: 

1. Examen.  

2. Opening Prayer.  

3. Land Acknowledgement. 

4. Singing of the National Anthem.  

5. Approval of the Agenda. 

6. Declarations of Conflicts of Interest. 

7. Approval of the Minutes of the February 25, 2020 Regular Meeting. 

8. Business Arising Out of the Minutes. 

B. Reports from the Office of the Director and Student Trustees: 

1. Report from the Director of Education, Michael Nasello. 

2. Report from the Student Trustees, Eveline Fisher and Josh Hill. 

C. Presentations:   

Trustees who are unable to attend the meeting are asked to 
please notify Michelle Kennedy (mkennedy@pvnccdsb.on.ca). 

Join the call: https://www.uberconference.com/pvnccdsb 
or 

Optional dial-in number: 705-415-1768 
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1. R.A. Proposed St. Mary Catholic Secondary School Outdoor Education Excursion to 
 Algonquin Park, September 22, 2020. 
 Pepe Garieri, Superintendent of Learning. 

D. Programs and Services: 

E. Business, Finance and Governance:  

1. Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ Association (OCSTA) Open Session Report. 
 Michelle Griepsma, Board Chairperson. 

2. R.A. Annual Freedom of Information Report to the Information Privacy Commissioner. 
 Galen Eagle, Manager of Communications. 

3. Update on Excursion Cancellations. 
 Michael Nasello, Director of Education. 

4. Report on School Closure and Continuity of Learning. 
 Michael Nasello, Director of Education.  

F. Human Resources:  

G. Policy Development: 

H. Old Business:  

1. Follow up to Student Presentation on Environmental Sustainability. 
 Michael Nasello, Director of Education. 

I. New Business:   

J. Bring Forward:  

K. Information Items: 

1. Chairperson’s Report. 
 Michelle Griepsma, Board Chairperson. 

2. Committee Chairpersons’ Reports. 

L. Future Meetings and Events: 

1. Board Meeting: 
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a. Board Meeting Open Session, April 28, 2020, 6:30 p.m. 
 (In-camera Session, 6:00 p.m.) 

2. Board Standing Committee Meetings: (Listed in chronological order.) 

a. Chairperson’s Committee, April 14, 2020, 4:30 p.m. 

b. Committee-of-the-Whole, April 14, 2020, 6:30 p.m.  

c. Policy Development Committee, May 19, 2020, 6:30 p.m.  

3. Other Committee Meetings: (Listed in chronological order.) 

a. STSCO Governance Committee Meeting, April 15, 2020, 3:00 p.m. 

b. French as a Second Language Advisory Committee, April 15, 2020, 4:30 p.m. 

c. Special Education Advisory Committee, April 16, 2020, 6:30 p.m. 

d. Catholic Parent Engagement Committee Meeting, April 20, 2020, 6:30 p.m. (St. 
 Peter Catholic Secondary School, Peterborough) 

e. Student Council Liaison Committee, April 28, 2020, 4:15 p.m.  

f. Faith and Equity Advisory Committee Meeting, April 30, 2020, 6:30 p.m. 

g. First Nation, Métis and Inuit Advisory Committee, June 2, 2020, 6:30 p.m. 

h. Supervised Alternative Learning Meeting, TBA. 

4. Board Events: (Listed in chronological order.) 

a. Toonies for Tuition – Board-wide Fundraising Day, April 23, 2020. 
b. St. Catherine Catholic Elementary School 25th Anniversary Celebration, April 28, 

2020, 10:00 a.m.  
c. Catholic Education Week, May 3-9, 2020. 
d. Catholic Student Leadership Awards, Holy Cross Catholic Secondary School, May 6, 

2020.  
e. CPEC Parent Engagement Event:  Craig Kielburger, “The World Needs Your Kid:  

How to Raise Children Who Care and Contribute”, Holy Trinity Catholic Secondary 
School, May 20, 2020, 6:30 p.m. 

f. CCSTA 2019-2020 AGM and Conference, Collingwood, ON, June 4-6, 2020. 

M. Conclusion: 

1. Report from the In-camera Meeting. 

2. Closing Prayer. 
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 Minutes 
 
 
 

 
 

THE MINUTES OF THE OPEN SESSION OF THE REGULAR BOARD MEETING, held on 
Tuesday, February 25, 2020, in the Boardroom at 1355 Lansdowne Street West, Peterborough. 
 
PRESENT: 

Trustees –  Linda Ainsworth, David Bernier, Michelle Griepsma (Chair), Braden Leal, 
Kevin MacKenzie, Helen McCarthy and Emmanuel Pinto. 

Administration – Joan Carragher, Galen Eagle, Pepe Garieri, Isabel Grace, Dawn Michie, 
Tim Moloney, and Michael Nasello. 

Recorder –  Michelle Kennedy 

 

A. Call to Order of the Open Meeting: 

The Board Chairperson, Michelle Griepsma, called the meeting to order at 6:38 p.m. and 
welcomed everyone, noting the students who were attending to give a presentation, and 
the families who came to support their children.  Michael DeMaeyer, Vice-principal at 
Monsignor O’Donoghue was welcomed as the Principal/Vice-principal representative.   

1. Examen 

Michael Nasello, Director of Education, led everyone in a daily examen.  

2. Opening Prayer 

Following the examen, Michael Nasello opened the meeting with prayer. 

3. Land Acknowledgement  

Michelle Griepsma, Board Chairperson, respectfully acknowledged that the Board 
Meeting was taking place on the treaty and traditional territory of the Mississauga 
Anishinaabeg.  

4. Singing of the National Anthem 

The National Anthem was sung. 

5. Approval of the Agenda 
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MOTION: Moved by Linda Ainsworth, seconded by Emmanuel Pinto 

that Trustee David Bernier be excused from the regular board 

meeting, open session.   

Carried. 

MOTION: Moved by Braden Leal, seconded by Linda Ainsworth 

that the Agenda be approved, with the addition of items I.2, 

Excursion to Italy; K.3, Communication to Member of Provincial 

Parliament; and the addition of a short recess following item C.1, 

Environmental Sustainability Presentation.   

Carried. 

6. Declarations of Conflicts of Interest 

There were no declarations of conflicts of interest.  

7. Approval of the Minutes. 

MOTION: Moved by Linda Ainsworth, seconded by Braden Leal 

that the minutes of the January 28, 2020 Regular Meeting be 

approved.  

Carried. 

8. Business Arising Out of the Minutes. 

There was no business arising out of the minutes. 

B. Reports from the Office of the Director and Student Trustees: 

1. Report from the Director of Education, Michael Nasello. 

Michael Nasello gave the Director’s Report, including the following highlights: 

 We keep in our prayers Father Paul Massel who is travelling with the 
Peterborough Medical Brigade in Uganda, the many people around the world 
who are sick or have died as a result of the COVID-19 coronavirus, and all those 
who are affected by the very recent news about Jean Vanier and Father Thomas 
Phillipe.  We pray for the victims and those impacted by the news and for the 
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members of the L’Arche communities, world-wide.   

 Welcome to the Eco-champion students who represent their schools and all 
students of the board in their presentation with the Student Trustees this evening.  
Welcome to parents and staff who have come in support. These students, who 
are deeply thoughtful, articulate and committed will be delivering an important 
message and request to the Board.   

 Our teachers who are represented by OECTA continue negotiations for a new 
provincial contract.  Issues like class size and e-learning are of interest to all 
parties of our system.  The Board and the Associations to which we belong have 
been advocating to the Ministry of Education to keep the learning needs of 
students first in all of their deliberations.  Our prayers are with everyone impacted 
with the current situation and we trust the collective bargaining process will bring 
a successful resolution as soon as possible. 

 The Annual St. Joseph Fundraising Dinner to benefit chaplaincy programs at 
Fleming College and Trent University was held on February 6 and was attended 
with Trustees Griepsma, Ainsworth, and Pinto, Father Paul Massel, Board 
Chaplain and Peter Bagnall, Religious Education Consultant.  Guests heard from 
speaker Angele Regnier and students from Trent University and Fleming 
College.  

Following his presentation, Michael Nasello invited questions from the trustees.  

2. Report from the Student Trustees, Eveline Fisher and Josh Hill. 

Josh Hill, Junior Student Trustee, and Eveline Fisher, Senior Student Trustee, gave a 
report to the Board of the activities which are taking place in secondary schools 
throughout the system: 

 February is busy and is a season of transition to new courses; students are 
getting used to their new environments 

 Course selection process is underway and students are making important 
decisions impacting their future.  

 Valentine’s activities in many of the schools on February 14th 

 Students continue to show perseverance and focus on their studies despite the 
strike days.   

 On January 31st, students from around the board came to the board office to 
discuss the environment and our role as Catholics to protect the earth. Diverse 
perspectives were considered and the result of the days’ work is the presentation 
(attached).  Students in our schools are extremely passionate to move forward 
with environmental change and together will focus on directing positive changes 
in our schools and the best way forward with climate advocacy.   

 Josh and Eveline attended the OSTA-AECO Board Council Conference in 
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Ottawa.  The Catholic Board Cabinet (CBC) began their focus on their second of 
three pillars for the year which has the theme ‘Faith in Action’.  

 The Faith in Action pillar will inspire and highlight acts of social justice throughout 
Ontario.  The CBC volunteered at the Ottawa Mission during the conference as a 
way of putting their faith into action.   

 There will be a focus on the ‘Toonies for Tuitiion’ campaign advocating for 
Catholic Education in provinces without publicly funded Catholic Education. 

 we pray for guidance in our tasks ahead.  

Following their presentation, the Student Trustees invited questions.   

3. Report from the Manager of Communications, Galen Eagle. 

Galen Eagle, Manager of Communications shared the system achievements and 
highlighted the following events and other stories from across the Board: 

 A highly successful musical was presented by St. Peter Catholic Secondary 
School Students in February at Showplace.  The talented cast of The Little 
Mermaid entertained audience members of all ages.   

 The Catholic Parent Engagement Committee will be hosting renowned speaker 
Craig Kielburger at Holy Trinity Catholic Secondary School in Courtice on May 
20, 2020.  This event, which is open to everyone, is funded by a Parents 
Reaching Out Grant from the Ministry of Education.  Mr. Kielburger will be 
delivering a presentation entitled “The World Needs Your Kid: How to Raise 
Children Who Care and Contribute”.  

 Grade 8 students from St. John Catholic Elementary School in Peterborough, as 
part of a deep inquiry learning project organized the “St. John’s Koala Cup” 
Badminton Tournament to raise funds in aid of wildlife recovery.   

 Holy Trinity Catholic Secondary School were recipients of a $30,000 prize 
package of technology products including virtual reality headsets, robots, video 
conferencing equipment and various education technology packages from CDW.  
Teacher Jill Barker and her students responded to the contest by answering the 
question “How does technology change your classroom?” 

 Various examples of staff wellness initiatives throughout the board were 
highlighted:  Birthday Buddies at St. Francis of Assisi; Staff outings at St. 
Dominic Catholic Elementary; Social Committee and Wednesday Walks at the 
Catholic Education Centre.  

Galen Eagle responded to questions from the Trustees following his presentation.   

C. Presentations: 
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1. Environmental Sustainability Presentation. 

Michael Nasello introduced six students from secondary and elementary schools 
who are involved in ecological groups at their respective schools and who came 
to give a presentation on environment sustainability.  The students, Jake Douglas 
from St. Peter Catholic Secondary School, Kaitlyn D’Sa from St. Thomas 
Aquinas Catholic Secondary School, Sam Kightley from St. Anne Catholic 
Elementary School, Charlotte Patterson from St. Anthony Catholic Elementary 
School, Emily Shmyr from Holy Trinity Catholic Secondary School, and Ella Smit 
from Monsignor O’Donoghue Catholic Elementary School joined Student 
Trustees Eveline Fisher and Josh Hill to deliver a powerpoint presentation which 
was a culmination of a day-long collaboration of ideas, and included Goals and 
Strategies to address six areas of concern, which match the six pillars of the Eco-
schools Program.  

Following the presentation, Student Trustees, Eveline Fisher and Josh Hill 
suggested wording for two recommended actions for consideration by the Board.   

MOTION: Moved by Linda Ainsworth, seconded by Braden Leal 

that the board declare its commitment to the urgency expressed in 

Pope Francis’ Encyclical, and adopt a commitment to greater 

ecological sustainability in all of its educational, strategic, and 

corporate practices. 

Carried. 

MOTION: Moved by Linda Ainsworth, seconded by Braden Leal 

that the board review its Vision and Mission, Strategic Plan, and 

Policies and Procedures to ensure that Environmental 

Sustainability is given priority and that the six actions Teamwork 

and Leadership, Energy Conservation, Waste Minimization, 

School Ground Greening, Curriculum, and Environmental 

Stewardship, as included in the addendum, are addressed. 

Carried. 

Following a five-minute recess, the meeting resumed at 8:05 p.m. 

2. R.A. Proposed St. Mary Catholic Secondary School Boys’ Baseball Excursion to 
 Hawaii, USA, March 12-21, 2021. 
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James Brake, Principal, St. Mary Catholic Secondary School and Greg Conway, 
Teacher, St. Mary Catholic Secondary School gave a presentation on a proposed 
excursion to take place in March of 2021.  Following the presentation, they answered 
questions from the trustees. 

MOTION: Moved by Braden Leal, seconded by Kevin MacKenzie 

that the proposed St. Mary Catholic Secondary School Boys’ 

Baseball excursion to Hawaii, USA, from March 12, 2021 to March 

21, 2021, be approved in principle and that the trip will include 

mandatory insurance for all travelers. Such insurance must cover 

school board or principal rulings for cancellation of the trip. 

Carried. 

3. R.A. Proposed Holy Trinity Catholic Secondary School Outdoor Education Excursion 
 to Algonquin Park, May 25-28, 2020. 

Superintendent of Learning, Dawn Michie gave a brief presentation on the proposed 
Holy Trinity excursion to Algonquin Park.  This excursion is a repeat of a trip previously 
approved by the Board, and therefore presented by the Superintendent as outlined in the 
Board Administrative Procedure. 

MOTION: Moved by Linda Ainsworth, seconded by Braden Leal 

that the proposed Holy Trinity Catholic Secondary School Student 

Excursion to Algonquin Provincial Park from May 25, 2020, to May 

28, 2020, be approved in principle and that the trip activities meet 

OPHEA guidelines for Outdoor Education. 

Carried. 

4. Dual Credit Presentation 

Tim Moloney, Superintendent of Learning, gave a presentation on the Dual Credit 
program in secondary schools throughout the board.  A Dual Credit is a partnership 
course between a secondary school and a local college where the student achieves both 
a secondary credit and a college credit at the same time.  At present there are more than 
800 PVNC students taking part in 43 dual credit courses.  Tim also reviewed the 
Specialist High Skills Major program and its relationship to the Dual Credit program, 
giving information about both programs in each of secondary schools.  Following his 
presentation, Tim Moloney invited and answered questions from the trustees.  
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D. Programs and Services:  

E. Business, Finance and Governance: 

1. Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ Association (OCSTA) Open Session Report. 

The Board Chairperson, Michelle Griepsma reported on OCSTA updates as follows:  

 All memoranda from the OCSTA have been shared with the trustees.   

 The last OCSTA Board meeting in February was held by teleconference.  

F. Human Resources:    

G. Policy Development: 

1. R.A. Recommended Actions from the Policy Development Committee Meeting, 
 February 4, 2020. 

MOTION: Moved by Emmanuel Pinto, seconded by Braden Leal 

that the Board receive the report and recommendations 

from the Policy Development Committee dated 

February 4, 2020, for publication and implementation. 

Carried. 

H. Old Business:   

1. Ontario Association of Parents for Catholic Education (OAPCE) Update – 
Correspondence 

The trustees reviewed and discussed the correspondence received from OAPCE 
addressed to Michael Nasello and dated January 31, 2020. 

I. New Business:   

1. Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ Association Report on Special Education Advisory 
Committee 

Michelle Griepsma, Board Chairperson noted that a memorandum received from 
OCSTA about membership on Boards’ Special Education Advisory Committee (SEAC), 
brought to light a discrepancy of the number of trustees that were elected and assigned 
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to SEAC for the term 2018-2022 and the amount of trustees as prescribed in the Ontario 
Regulation 464/97.  At the Inaugural Board Meeting in December, 2018, in accordance 
with the Board By-laws and Committee Terms of Reference, there were two trustees 
elected to SEAC.  The formula in the regulation requires PVNC to appoint one trustee to 
SEAC and also requires one trustee to be designated as an alternate.  

This matter will be brought to the attention of the Special Education Advisory Committee 
at its next meeting for discussion.    

2. Excursions to Italy 

Michael Nasello reminded trustees that there are March Break trips to Europe scheduled 
in March.  The recent increase in number of cases of COVID-19 in Italy has brought 
concern regarding planned student travel there this spring.  Administration has liaised 
with the companies providing the travel service and has investigated options with 
respect to re-routing or possible cancellation.  The care and concern of the safety of 
students and staff remains the utmost priority.    

MOTION: Moved by Braden Leal, seconded by Kevin MacKenzie 

that the Board declare a moratorium on travel to Italy for March and 

April 2020; and further authorize the Director of Education to make 

decisions regarding cancelation of trips, as necessary. 

Carried.  

J. Bring Forward: 

K. Information Items: 

1. Chairperson’s Report 

The Board Chair, Michelle Griepsma reported that she recently participated in a 
fundraising event in the City of Kawartha Lakes in support of the Community Garden 
project there.  She also attended the St. Joseph Dinner which is held in support of 
campus ministry programs.  Trustees were reminded that suggestions for Board meeting 
presentation topics can be shared with the Chairperson Committee.   

2. Committees Chairpersons’ Reports  

a. Catholic Parent Engagement Committee Meeting, February 3, 2020. 

b. Special Education Advisory Committee, February 20, 2020. 

Trustee Helen McCarthy gave a brief summary of the discussions from the February 
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20, 2020, SEAC meeting.  

3. Communication to Member of Provincial Parliament 

MOTION: Moved by Braden Leal, seconded by Linda Ainsworth 

that agenda Item, K.3, Communication to Member of Provincial 

Parliament, be deferred to the March 9, 2020 Committee-of-the-

Whole meeting.   

Carried. 

MOTION: Moved by Braden Leal, seconded by Emmanuel Pinto 

that the Board Meeting curfew of 9:30 p.m. be extended to 9:45 p.m.  

Carried. 

L. Future Meetings and Events: 

1. Board Meeting 

a. Board Meeting Open Session, March 24, 2020, 6:30 p.m. 
 (In-camera Session, 6:00 p.m.) 

2. Board Standing Committee Meetings: (Listed in chronological order.) 

a. Chairperson’s Committee, March 9, 2020, 4:30 p.m. 

b. Committee-of-the-Whole, March 9, 2020, 6:30 p.m.  

c. Policy Development Committee, March 31 March 30, 2020, 6:30 p.m.  

A conflict that existed to prevent the Policy Development Committee 
Meeting from being held on Monday, March 30, 2020, no longer exists as a 
barrier to having the meeting on that date.  The trustees were in agreement 
to hold the next meeting on Monday, March 30, 2020, at 6:30 p.m.  

3. Other Committee Meetings: (Listed in chronological order.): 

a. First Nation, Métis and Inuit Advisory Committee, March 10, 2020, 6:30 p.m. 

b. Catholic Parent Engagement Committee Meeting, March 23, 2020, 6:30 p.m. (St. 
 Thomas Aquinas Catholic Secondary School, Lindsay) 

c. Student Council Liaison Committee, March 24, 2020, 4:15 p.m.  

d. STSCO Governance Committee Meeting, March 25, 2020, 3:00 p.m. 
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e. Special Education Advisory Committee, March 26, 2020, 6:30 p.m. 

f. French as a Second Language Advisory Committee, April 15, 2020, 4:30 p.m. 

g. Faith and Equity Advisory Committee Meeting, April 30, 2020, 6:30 p.m. 

h. Supervised Alternative Learning Meeting, TBA. 

4. Board Events: 

a. Toonies for Tuition – Board-wide Fundraising Day, April 23, 2020. 
b. St. Catherine Catholic Elementary School 25th Anniversary Celebration, April 28, 

2020, 10:00 a.m.  
c. OCSTA 2019-2020 AGM and Conference, Ottawa, April 30-May 2, 2020. 
d. Catholic Education Week, May 3-9, 2020. 
e. Catholic Student Leadership Awards, Holy Cross Catholic Secondary School, May 6, 

2020. 
f. CPEC Parent Engagement Event, Craig Kielburger, “The World Needs Your Kid:  

How to Raise Children Who Care and Contribute”, Holy Trinity Catholic Secondary 
School, May 20, 2020, 6:30 p.m. 

g. CCSTA 2019-2020 AGM and Conference, Collingwood, ON, June 4-6, 2020. 

M. Conclusion: 

1. Report from the In-camera Meeting 

MOTION: Moved by Kevin MacKenzie, seconded by Braden Leal 

that the Board approve the actions and the discussions arising 

from the February 25, 2020, regular in-camera session, as follows: 

A. Call to Order:  The in-camera meeting was called to order at 
5:50 p.m. 
1. Opening Prayer 
2. Approval of agenda with addition of items E.2, Staffing 
 Update and H.1 Communication Between Local OECTA 
 Members and Trustees.   
3. There were no declarations of conflicts of interest. 
4. Approval of Minutes:  Motions were carried to approve the 
 minutes from the January 28, 2020 Regular In-camera 
 meeting, the January 28, 2020 Special Double In-camera 
 meeting and the February 10, 2020 Special Double In-
 camera meeting. 

C. Programs and Services: 
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1. Access Copyright Disclosure. 
D. Business, Finance and Governance: 

1. OCSTA In-camera Session Report 
E. Human Resources: 

1. OECTA Labour Disruption and Collective 
 Bargaining Update. 
2. Staffing Update. 

F. Other Urgent Matter: 
1. Approval of a recommended action from the Expulsion 
 Committee meeting held on February 25, 2020.  

H. New Business: 
1. Communication Between Local OECTA Members and 
 Trustees.  

I. Convening in Open Session: 
1. Closing Prayer 
2. Motion to convene in Open Session at 6:33 p.m. 

Carried. 

2. Closing Prayer 

The Board Chairperson, Michelle Griepsma called on Linda Ainsworth who closed the 
meeting with prayer.  

3. Adjournment 

MOTION: Moved by Emmanuel Pinto, seconded by Braden Leal  

that the meeting be adjourned at 9:39 p.m. 

Carried. 

 

 

 

   
Michelle Griepsma 
Board Chairperson 

 Michael Nasello 
Director of Education, Secretary-Treasurer 

per M.K. 
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March 23, 2020 Administration 

 
 
 
 

O-C.1 

 

Proposed St. Mary Catholic Secondary School, Cobourg, Student 

Excursion to Algonquin Provincial Park, September 22-25, 2020.  

 

 

R.A.: that the proposed St. Mary Catholic Secondary School 

Student Excursion to Algonquin Provincial Park from 

September 22, 2020, to September 25, 2020, be approved 

in principle and that the trip activities meet OPHEA 

guidelines for Outdoor Education.  
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Annual Freedom of Information Report to the Information 
Privacy Commissioner. 
 
 
 

R.A.: that the Annual Freedom of Information Report to the 

Information Privacy Commissioner be received by the 

Board. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
March 23, 2020. Administration 

O-E.2 
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