Peterborough Victoria
N ‘ :\/ Northumberiand and Clarington A e n d a_
Catholic District School Board

REGULAR BOARD MEETING

TUESDAY, APRIL 23, 2019
Peter L. Roach Catholic Education Centre - Boardroom
OPEN MEETING - 6:30 to 9:30 P.M.

Chairperson: Michelle Griepsma Vice-Chairperson: David Bernier

Trustees who are unable to attend the meeting are asked to
please notify Michelle Kennedy (mkennedy@pvnccdsb.on.ca).

A. Call to Order of the Open Meeting — 6:30 P.M.:
1. Examen.
2. Opening Prayer.

3. We acknowledge that we are meeting on the traditional territory of the Mississauga
Anishinaabe.

4. Singing of the National Anthem.

5. Approval of the Agenda.

6. Declarations of Conflicts of Interest.

7. Approval of the Minutes of the March 26, 2019 Regular Meeting.  Page 5

8. Business Arising Out of the Minutes.

B. Reports from the Office of the Director and Student Trustees:
1. Report from the Director of Education, Michael Nasello.
2. Report from the Student Trustees, Calahndra Brake and Eveline Fisher.

a. Student Election Results

b. Student Trustees’ Report
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3. Report from the Manager of Communications, Mr. Galen Eagle.
Highlights of System Achievements

C. Presentations:

1. R.A. Proposed Holy Cross Catholic Secondary School Student Excursion to _
Guatemala, Central America, April 15-24, 2020. RA-Page 16  Details - Page 17
James Brake, Principal, and Christine Clarke, Teacher

2. Learning Support Services, Deep Learning Presentation
Heather Michel, Learning Consultant and Dawn Michie, Superintendent of
Learning

3. Presentation from Student Trustees
Calahndra Brake, Senior Trustee and Eveline Fisher, Junior Trustee

D. Programs and Services:

E. Business, Finance and Governance:

1. Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ Association (OCSTA) Open Session Report.
Michelle Griepsma, Board Chairperson.

2. STSCO Governance Committee, Open Session Report.
Michelle Griepsma, Board Chairperson.

F. Human Resources:
G. Policy Development:
H. Old Business:

1. Ontario Association of Parents for Catholic Education (OAPCE) Conference, 2019.
Michelle Griepsma, Board Chairperson.

2. PVNC Donation to Canadian Catholic School Trustees’ Association (CCSTA) ‘Toonies
for Tuition’ Campaign.
Michael Nasello, Director of Education.

l. New Business:

J. Bring Forward:
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K.

Information Items:

1.

Chairperson’s Report.
Michelle Griepsma, Board Chairperson.

Letter from Hamilton-Wentworth District School Board to Provincial Government re:
Ontario Student Assistance Program (OSAP) Funding and Draft PVYNC Response.!]
Michael Nasello, Director of Education. Page 75

Memo from OCSTA re: Toronto Catholic District School Board Motion regarding Ontario
Autism Program (OAP) and Draft PVNC Response.

Michael Nasello, Director of Education. Page 80

Letter from Peel District School Board to Provincial Government re Announced Changes
to Education Funding and Program and Draft PVNC Response.
Michael Nasello, Director of Education. Page 87

OCSTA Toonies for Tuition Challenge.
Linda Ainsworth, Trustee. Page 96

Trustees’ Committee Reports.
(Past Approved and Draft Meeting Minutes shared on Google.)

a. First Nation, Métis and Inuit Advisory Committee Meeting, March 19, 2019.
b. Special Education Advisory Committee, March 21, 2019.

c. Catholic Parent Engagement Committee Meeting, April 1, 2019.

d. French as a Second Language Committee, April 3, 2019.

L. Future Meetings and Events:

1. Board Standing Committee Meetings: (Listed in chronological order.)

a. Chairperson’s Committee, May 13, 2019, 4:30 p.m.
b. Committee-of-the-Whole, May 13, 2019, 6:30 p.m.
c. Policy Development Committee, May 21, 2019, 6:30 p.m.

d. Board Meeting Open Session, May 28, 2019, 6:30 p.m.
(In-camera Session, 6:00 p.m.)

2. Other Committee Meetings: (Listed in chronological order.)

a. Faith and Equity Committee Advisory Meeting, May 2, 2019, 6:30 p.m.
b. Accessibility for All Committee Meeting, May 14, 2019, 1:15 p.m.
c. Special Education Advisory Committee, May 20, 2019, 6:30 p.m.
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Student Council Liaison Committee, May 28, 2019, 4:15 p.m.

STSCO Governance Committee Meeting, May 29, 2019, 3:00 p.m.
Catholic Parent Engagement Committee Meeting, June 3, 2019, 6:30 p.m.
First Nation, Métis and Inuit Advisory Committee, June 4, 2019, 6:30 p.m.

Supervised Alternative Learning Meeting — TBA

Board Events:

OCSTA 2018-2019 AGM and Conference, Toronto, April 25-27, 2019.
Catholic Education Week, May 5-10, 2019.

Catholic Student Leadership Awards, Holy Cross Catholic Secondary School, May 8,
2019, at 6:30 p.m.

CPEC and Catholic School Council Appreciation Event, St. Stephen Catholic
Secondary School, May 15, 2019, at 6:00 p.m.

CCSTA 2018-2019 AGM and Conference, Canmore, AB, May 30-June 1, 2019.

M. Conclusion:

1.

Report from the In-camera Meeting.

2. Closing Prayer.

3. Adjournment.
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N Peterborough Victoria °
Northumberiand and Clarington M t
A Catholic District School Board 1 nu e S

THE MINUTES OF THE OPEN SESSION OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD
held Tuesday, March 26, 2019, at 6:30 p.m. in the Boardroom, 1355 Lansdowne Street
West, Peterborough.

PRESENT:

Trustees - Mmes. Linda Ainsworth, Eveline Fisher (Student Trustee), and Michelle Griepsma.

Messrs. Dave Bernier, Braden Leal, and Kevin MacKenzie.

Administration — Mmes. Joan Carragher, Laurie Corrigan, and Dawn Michie
Messrs. Galen Eagle, Tim Moloney, Michael Nasello and Fr. Paul Massel.
Recorder — Mrs. Michelle Kennedy.

Regrets — Ms. Calahndra Brake (Student Trustee), Mrs. Helen McCarthy, and Mr.
Emmanuel Pinto

A. Call to Order of the Open Meeting:
Mrs. Michelle Griepsma, Chairperson, called the meeting to order at 6:36 p.m.
1. Examen

The Chairperson, Michelle Griepsma, asked Father Paul Massel to lead all who were
present through the Examen.

2. Opening Prayer

Following the Examen, Father Paul led the opening prayer.

3. Acknowledgement

Michelle Griepsma, Board Chairperson, acknowledged that the Board Meeting was
taking place on the traditional territory of the Mississauga Anishinaabe.

4. Singing of the National Anthem

The National Anthem was sung.

5. Approval of the Agenda.
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MOTION: Moved by Linda Ainsworth, seconded by Braden Leal

that Trustees Helen McCarthy and Emmanuel Pinto be excused
from the regular board meeting, open session.

Carried.

MOTION: Moved by Linda Ainsworth, seconded by Braden Leal

that the Agenda be approved as amended with the following
changes:

a) Superintendent Dawn Michie will present items C.4 and C.5 on
behalf of Holy Trinity Catholic Secondary School;

b) Change in order of the items in section ‘C. Presentations’ to be
presented in the following order: C.5, C.4, C.3, C.1, and C.2.

Carried.

6. Declarations of Conflicts of Interest.

There were no conflicts of interest declared.

7. Approval of the Minutes of the February 26, 2019 Regular Meeting

MOTION: Moved by David Bernier, seconded by Kevin MacKenzie

that the Minutes of the regular meeting of February 26, 2019, be
approved as corrected.

Carried.

8. Business Arising Out of the Minutes.

Michelle Griepsma reported additional information discovered about the program for the
OAPCE Conference, for which funding for participation was approved at the February
Board meeting. Participation in the event now involves the requirement of an additional
night of accommodation for participants. At this time there are three parents interested in
attending and one CPEC member. David Bernier and Michelle Griepsma are scheduled
to attend as trustees. It has been confirmed that due to the number of participants, there
will be adequate budget to support the participation, including the additional night of
accommodation.

It was noted that Max Eisen, Holocaust survivor, who recently spoke to students at St.
Stephen Catholic Secondary School, is finalist in the CBC ‘Canada Reads’ book
competition.
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B. Reports from the Director of Education and Student Trustee(s):

1. Report from the Director of Education.

Michael Nasello gave the Director’'s Report, including the following highlights:

Welcomed the students and staff visitors from Gitsxan First Nation, British
Columbia and will be travelling with them as they visit the sacred grounds of the
Petroglyphs with the elders of Curve Lake First Nation.

Expressed gratitude for the staff who took time away from their March Break to
accompany students to international destinations to provide amazing learning
experiences.

Bishop Gary Gordon spoke at the Peterborough secondary schools and the
Lenten Mission was a great success. Thanks to Bishop Miehm for bring him to
our Diocese.

Math Olympics were hosted here at the Board Office last week. Thanks to the
Math team of Sandra Connolly, Sarah Taylor, Mike Mooney and Natalie Bullock
for their work with the event.

The Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test will be held on March 27 and all
Grade 10 students will take part.

Holy Week is April 15-19. Chrism Mass is at St. Peters-in-Chains Cathedral on
April 15 at 7 p.m.

A friendly wager has been made with Anne O’Brien, Director of Durham Catholic
DSB on the outcome of the hockey playoff series between the Oshawa Generals
and the Peterborough Petes. The terms are that the director whose team is
unsuccessful in the hockey playoff series will wear the jersey of the opponent’s
team. With half of the board supporting the Oshawa Generals, and half
supporting the Petes, it will be a win-win situation.

Recent announcements from the Ministry of Education which affect the Ontario
Autism Program, the ban of cell phones in the classroom and the funding and
class sizes will present some uncertainty and anxiety throughout our board.
Further details are expected for implementation in the fall and more changes are
possible pending outcomes of collective bargaining. A call for patience, calm,
collaboration, generosity and respectful relationships has been made to PVYNC
staff for these times of uncertainty.

Extended appreciation, support and gratitude to the staff members of PVNC for
their hard work and dedication.

At the conclusion of his report, Michael Nasello invited questions from the trustees.

2. Report from the Student Trustees
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Eveline Fisher, Student Trustee, gave a report to the Board of the activities which are
taking place in secondary schools throughout the system:

e At the beginning of the Lenten season, each of the high schools celebrated with Ash
Wednesday Mass or assembly.

o Father Paul Massel visited Holy Trinity Catholic Secondary School and invited
students to participate in the Sacrament of Reconciliation in their chapel.

e Bishop Gary Gordon, from Victoria, British Columbia spoke to the students of St.
Peter and Holy Cross and brought a message of God’s love, the environment and his
personal experiences.

e A’40 Days of Giving’ event is happening at St. Peter where students are encouraged
to set aside one thing they no longer use for each of the days of lent. The collection
of gently used clothing, toys and books will be collected and donated to St. Vincent
de Paul.

e During March break there were various excursions to different parts of the world
including students from Holy Cross and St. Peter travelling to Spain, St. Stephen
students travelling to France and a ski trip to Vermont by students from St. Stephen
and Holy Trinity. Students from Holy Cross travelled to South Africa where they
participated in scientific students and learned about environmental conservation.

o Down Syndrome Awareness Day was recognized by students across the system
who wore mismatched socks on March 215t

e St. Thomas Aquinas hosted a Development and Peace Day where other PVNC
secondary students attended to learn about Development and Peace initiatives.

e Holy Cross is currently hosting students who travelled from the Gitxsan First Nation
in northwestern British Columbia. The host students from Holy Cross are looking
forward to travelling to BC to stay for a week in May of this year.

o March 22 was World Water Day and the student trustees gave a presentation at a
‘Lunch and Learn’ event at the Board Office on their ‘Ban the Bottle’ initiative. The
presentation was recorded and will be shared with the Eco-School clubs at each
school.

Eveline then invited and answered questions at the conclusion of the report.

3. Report from the Manager of Communications, Galen Eagle

Manager of Communications, Galen Eagle reviewed his monthly electronic newsletter of
system achievements and highlighted the following stories:
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o A newly created video which promotes the Student Council Liaison Committee was
viewed. This video will be used in the secondary schools to promote and recruit
candidates for the Student Council Liaison Committee. Once on the SCLC, junior
representatives can vie for the position of Student Trustee. Applications are now
being taken at each school to determine the junior representatives for the 2019-2020
school year.

o A St. Peter co-op student whose placement this semester is with the Peterborough
Petes Hockey club has written a rally song for their play-off run.

¢ Robotics competitions were held at St. Peter for Peterborough City and County
Schools and City of Kawartha Lakes schools and at St. Stephen for schools in
Northumberland and Clarington. The finalists from each of these competitions met at
the Catholic Education Centre on March 7. Photo highlights from these events were
shared.

C. Presentations:

5. R.A. Proposed Holy Cross Catholic Secondary School and St. Peter Catholic
Secondary School Student Excursion to Italy, March 11-19, 2020.

Natalie Bittner, Vice-principal and Christine Clarke, Teacher from Holy Cross
Catholic Secondary School were joined by Sherry Davis, Principal and Reginald
Hartwick, Teacher from St. Peter Catholic Secondary School to present and
answer questions about the proposed excursion to Italy during March Brealk,
2020. Natalie Bittner was present in place of James Brake, Principal at Holy
Cross Catholic Secondary, who was not able to be present at the meeting.

MOTION: Moved by Kevin MacKenzie, seconded by Braden Leal

that the proposed Holy Cross Catholic Secondary School
and St. Peter Catholic Secondary School student
excursion to ltaly, from March 11, 2020 to March 19, 2020,
be approved in principle and that the trip will include
mandatory insurance for all travelers. Such insurance must
cover school board or principal rulings for cancellation of
the trip.

Carried.

4. Mathematics Strateqgies Presentation.

Sandra Connolly, Learning Consultant and Mike Mooney, Itinerant Math Teacher were
joined by Dawn Michie, Superintendent of Learning to give a presentation about
Mathematics Strategies employed in classrooms at PVNC. The presentation gave
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examples of strategies that are incorporated into daily ‘number talks’. The approach to
student learning and advancement in Mathematics in this board has stayed consistent in
that the focus has remained on advancing fluency. The group answered questions from
the trustees.

3. R.A. Proposed St. Mary Catholic Secondary School Student Excursion to RKY Camp,
May 1-3, 2019.

Superintendent of Schools, Tim Moloney presented the information regarding the
proposed trip to RKY Camp in May, 2019 to be taken by students from St. Mary
Catholic Secondary School working towards their Duke of Edinburgh medals.
Because this trip is a repeating excursion, Mr. Moloney was not joined by the
teacher, Yvette Paldy-McCartney. Tim Moloney responded to questions from the
trustees.

MOTION: Moved by David Bernier, seconded by Braden Leal

that the proposed St. Mary Catholic Secondary School
student excursion to RKY Camp, Parham, Ontario from
May 1, 2019 to May 3, 2019 be approved in principle and
that the trip activities meet OPHEA guidelines for Outdoor
Education.

Carried.

1. R.A. Proposed Holy Trinity Catholic Secondary School Student Excursion to Camp
Northern Lights, May 15-16, 2019.

Dawn Michie, Superintendent of Schools presented the details of the proposed
excursion to Camp Northern Lights. It was noted that was a repeat excursion
and therefore the Principal and teacher did not attend the presentation. Ms.
Michie responded to questions about the excursion from the trustees.

MOTION: Moved by Linda Ainsworth, seconded by Kevin MacKenzie

that the proposed Holy Trinity Catholic Secondary School
student excursion to Camp Northern Lights, Haliburton,
ON, from May 15, 2019 to May 16, 2019 be approved in
principle; and, that the trip activities meet OPHEA
guidelines for Outdoor Education.

Carried

2. R.A. Proposed Holy Trinity Catholic Secondary School Student Excursion to
Algonquin Park, June 3-6, 2019.
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Dawn Michie, Superintendent of Schools presented the details of the proposed
repeat excursion to Algonquin Park. It was noted that this trip and the trip to
Camp Northern Lights were for partial fulfillment of courses PAD30 and PAD40.

MOTION: Moved by Braden Leal, seconded by Linda Ainsworth

that the proposed Holy Trinity Catholic Secondary School
student excursion to Algonquin Provincial Park from June
3, 2019, to June 6, 2019 be approved in principle; and, that
the trip activities meet OPHEA guidelines for Outdoor
Education.

Carried.

D. Programs and Services:

E. Business, Finance and Governance:

1.

Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ Association (OCSTA) Open Session Report.

Board Chairperson, Michelle Griepsma, gave an update on information shared with
trustees from OCSTA. Ms. Griepsma asked if the request for consultation from the
College of Psychologists was fulfilled by the board. This will be investigated.

Trustees were requested to review the OCSTA Annual General Meeting package,
including the package of resolutions in advance of the Committee-of-the-Whole meeting
scheduled for April 8, 2019.

There was discussion on the trustees’ attendance at the AGM and the ability to vote by
proxy if not attending.

Annual Freedom of Information Report to the Information Privacy Commissioner.

Galen Eagle, Manager of Communications, presented background information on the
Annual Freedom of Information Report that is submitted to the Information Privacy
Commissioner each year by March 1st. Mr. Eagle shared general information which was
given in the report from PVNC for 2018 and included the number of information
requests, the time required to complete the requests and the general topics of interest.
Trustees were invited to ask questions about the report.

R.A. Process for Voting on Recommended Actions from Policy Development
Committee.

Michael Nasello, Director of Education, brought forward a proposal to use a standard
motion for the approval of the recommended actions from the Policy Development
Committee. The rationale for doing so is to simplify the process, recognizing that the
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composition of the Policy Development Committee is the same as the Board of Trustees
and that debate and discussion has already taken place at the Policy Development
Committee meeting by the same group of people.

MOTION:

Moved by David Bernier, seconded by Linda Ainsworth
that in receiving and approving recommendations from the Policy
Committee, the Board proceed with the following standard motion:

“that the Board accept and approve the report and
recommendations of the Policy Development Committee of
[date] for publication and implementation.”.

Carried.

F. Human Resources:

G. Policy Development:

1. R.A.  Recommended Actions from the Policy Development Committee Meeting,

March 25, 2019.

It was noted that the new process going forward would include the inclusion of the full
report of recommended actions approved at the Policy Development Committee in a
‘Report to the Board’ format and include the standard motion as a recommended action.

MOTION:

H. Old Business:

Moved by David Bernier, seconded by Braden Leal

that the Board accept and approve the report and
recommendations of the Policy Development Committee of March
25, 2019, for publication and implementation.

Carried.

Michelle Griepsma reported that a silent auction item for the OCSTA Toonies for Tuition has
been secured. A 3D Virtual Viewer has been donated and will be passed along to the
OCSTA to be included in the auction.

l. New Business:

J. Bring Forward:

K. Information Items:

1. Chairperson’s Report.
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Michelle Griepsma, Chairperson of the Board reminded trustees to bring forward any
matters of concern that they may have so they may be considered at Chairperson’s
Committee for inclusion on the Board Meeting agenda.

Trustees were also reminded of the upcoming events in May, specifically Catholic
Education Week, the Catholic Student Leadership Awards Ceremony on May 8, 2019,
and the Catholic Parent Engagement Committee and Catholic School Council
Appreciation Event on May 15, 2019.

2. Correspondence Received from Durham Region.

Michael Nasello, Director of Education directed the trustees’ attention the copy of a letter
received from Durham Region, addressed to the Minister of Transportation supporting
Bill 174 and calling for further enforcement of school bus stop arm infractions.

3. Trustees’ Committee Reports:

The draft minutes from the following committee meeting was shared ahead of the Board
Meeting. There were no comments or questions with respect to this report.

a. Special Education Advisory Committee, February 21, 2019.

L. Future Meetings:

1. Board Standing Committee Meetings:

a. Chairperson’s Committee, April 8, 2019, 4:30 p.m.
b. Committee-of-the-Whole, April 8, 2019, 6:30 p.m.

c. Board Meeting Open Session, April 23, 2019, 6:30 p.m. (In-camera Session,
6:00 p.m.)

d. Policy Development Committee, May 21, 2019, 6:30 p.m.

2. Other Committee Meetings:

STSCO Governance Committee Meeting, March 27, 2019, 3:00 p.m.

T 9

Catholic Parent Engagement Committee Meeting, April 1, 2019
French as a Second Language Committee, April 3, 2019
Student Council Liaison Committee, April 23, 2019, 4:15 p.m.

o o

o

Special Education Advisory Committee, April 25, 2019, 6:30 p.m.

—h

Faith and Equity Committee Advisory Meeting, May 2, 2019, 6:30 p.m.
g. Accessibility for All Committee Meeting, May 14, 2019.
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h. First Nation, Métis and Inuit Advisory Committee, June 4, 2019

i. Supervised Alternative Learning Meeting — TBA

3. Board Events:

The list of future board events was reviewed by the Trustees.

a. OCSTA 2018-2019 AGM and Conference, Toronto, April 25-27, 2019.
b. Catholic Education Week, May 5-10, 2019.

c. Catholic Student Leadership Awards, Holy Cross Catholic Secondary School, May 8,

2019.

d. CPEC and Catholic School Council Appreciation Event, St. Stephen Catholic
Secondary School, May 15, 2019.

e. CCSTA 2018-2019 AGM and Conference, Canmore, AB, May 30-June 1, 2019.

M. Conclusion:

1. Report from the In-camera Meeting.

MOTION:

DIR-B-0 2019 04 23

Moved by Braden Leal, seconded by Kevin MacKenzie

that the Board approve the actions and the discussions arising from
the in-camera session, as follows:

A.

Call to Order:

1. Opening Prayer

2. Approval of Agenda as presented.

3. Declarations of Conflicts of Interest: None were declared

4. Approval of Minutes: Motion carried to approve the
minutes from the February 26, 2019 Regular In-camera
meeting and motion carried to approve the minutes from
the February 26, 2019 Special In-camera meeting.

Business, Finance and Governance:

1. OCSTA In-camera Session Report.

2. Update on Property Matter.

Human Resources

1. Update on Announcement from the Minister of Education.

2. Update on Human Resources Matters.

Other Urgent Matter:

Old Business:

1. Follow up to Parent Concern.

Convening in Open Session:

2. Motion to convene in Open Session at 6:32 p.m.
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Carried.

2. Closing Pravyer.

At the request of the Board Chairperson, Linda Ainsworth led the closing prayer.

3. Adjournment

MOTION: Moved by Linda Ainsworth, seconded by Braden Leal
that the meeting be adjourned at 8:43 p.m.

Carried.

Michelle Griepsma Michael Nasello
Board Chairperson Director of Education, Secretary-Treasurer

per M.K.
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Proposed Holy Cross Catholic Secondary School, Peterborough,
Wells of Hope, Student Excursion to Guatemala, Central America,
April 15-24, 2020.

R.A.: that the proposed Holy Cross Catholic Secondary School
Wells of Hope Student Excursion to Guatemala, Central
America, from April 15, 2020 to April 24, 2020, be
approved in principle and that the trip will include
mandatory insurance for all travelers. Such insurance must
cover school board or principal rulings for cancellation of
the trip.

April 8, 2019 Administration
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Alex Johnstone

Chair of the Board

Hamilton-Wentworth District School Board
20 Education Court, P.O. Box 2558
Hamilton, ON L8N 3L1

905-527-5092 ext. 2279

March 26, 2019

Hon. Lisa Thompson Hon. Merrilee Fullerton

Minister of Education Minister of Training, Colleges and Universities
Ministry of Education Ministry of Training, Colleges and Universities
Mowat Block 22nd FIr Mowat Block, 3 Flr

900 Bay St, Toronto, ON 900 Bay St, Toronto, ON

M7A 1L2 M7A 1L2

minister.edu@ontario.ca merrilee.fullerton@pc.ola.org

Delivered by electronic mail to both Ministers Thompson and Fullerton

Dear Minister Thompson and Minister Fullerton:

On behalf of the Board of Trustees of Hamilton-Wentworth District School Board, | am writing to you today to
express our concerns regarding the recent announcement of the impending changes to the Ontario Student
Assistance Program (OSAP) for post-secondary education.

On Monday, February 25, 2019, the Board of Trustees passed the following motion:

RESOLUTION #19-28: That the Chair of the Board send a letter to the Minister of Education and Minister of
Training, Colleges and Universities highlighting changes to the OSAP program and its impact on students.

The Notice of Motion was brought forward by Student Trustee Prosic with support from Trustee Galindo. Our
Student Trustees both expressed to the members of the Board the concerns they have been hearing from the
student population across the district in Hamilton. For many students in Hamilton and across the province, OSAP
provided a means for which they were able to further educate themselves in post-secondary programs.

At HWDSB, our graduation rate for 2017-18 was 85 per cent and a number of our students moved on to post-
secondary education institutions, some of whom would have applied and been approved for loans through the
OSAP program. As a Board, we are concerned that the reductions in funding to Ontario Colleges and Universities
may create significant financial barriers for our students pursuing a post-secondary pathway.

Our Board of Trustees, on behalf of HWDSB students, ask that the Ontario government reconsider their decision
regarding the OSAP funding program by:

a) Providing more resources for more non-repayable grants that supports students aspiring to
enter post-secondary education to low- and middle-income students that ensures all Ontario
students have equitable access to the education they desire;

b) Devising a post-secondary education loan system which will support students and allow for
practical repayment; and
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Alex Johnstone

Chair of the Board

Hamilton-Wentworth District School Board
20 Education Court, P.O. Box 2558
Hamilton, ON L8N 3L1

905-527-5092 ext. 2279

c) Engaging all education stakeholders, including students and parents, school boards and trustees’
associations in consultation when making decisions regarding funding reforms.

All students across Ontario should be provided with equitable access to a variety of post-secondary options,
regardless of their socio-economics status.

| appreciate your time in reviewing the concerns of our Board of Trustees and look forward to discussing them
further with you at your convenience.

Sincerely,

; .
"Q{UJ C-‘Ef%rwm%
/

Alex Johnstone
Chair of the Board
Hamilton-Wentworth District School Board

Cc: Ontario Public Schools Boards’ Association
Ontario Student Trustees’ Association
Sam Oosterhoff - Parliamentary Assistant to the Minister of Education
David Piccini - Parliamentary Assistant to the Minister of Training, Colleges and Universities
Sandy Shaw, MPP - Hamilton West—Ancaster—Dundas
Donna Skelly, MPP - Flamborough—Glanbrook
Monique Taylor, MPP - Hamilton Mountain
Marit Stiles, Critic, Education
Chris Glover, Critic, Colleges and Universities
Tony Pontis, Council of Ontario Directors of Education

Attach: Notice of Motion
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Written Notice of Motion — Ontario Post-Secondary Funding Support Cuts
Submitted by Trustee Galindo and Student Trustee Prosic

Board — February 25%, 2019

Whereas;

The Ontario provincial government recently announced changes to the pre-existing “Ontario Student
Assistance Program” which had made post-secondary education more accessible and affordable for
students across the province;

Whereas;

The aforementioned changes are including, but not limited to changing the OSAP grant to loan ratio to a
minimum 50 percent, removing the six-month interest-free grace period students would receive after
graduation, and lowering the family income threshold;

Whereas;

The aforementioned changes will make it significantly harder for many HWDSB students to achieve their
post-secondary goals, including youth living in poverty and;

Whereas;

HWDSB is are committed to Student Learning and Achievement through our strategic directions, and
should support students with their post-secondary goals.

Therefore, be it resolved:

That the Chair of the Board send a letter to the Minister of Education and Minister of Training,
Universities and Colleges that the Provincial Government that highlights the support for
a) The provincial government to provision more resources for more non-repayable grants that
supports students aspiring to enter post-secondary education to low- and middle-income
students to ensure all Ontario students have equitable access to the education their desire,
b) Devise a post-secondary education loan system which will support students and allow for
practical repayment,
c) Engage all education stakeholders, including students and parents, school boards and trustees’
associations in consultation when making decisions regarding funding reforms

That the following stakeholders also receive a copy of this letter
e the Ontario Public School Boards’ Association
e the Ontario Student Trustees’ Association
e Parliamentary Assistants to the Minister of Education and Minister of Training, Colleges and
Universities
e Members of Provincial Parliament from the City of Hamilton
e Opposition Education Critics
e Chairs and Directors of Ontario Provincial School Boards
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Whereas - the Ontario provincial government recently announced changes to the pre-existing
“Ontario Student Assistance Program” which had made post-secondary education more
accessible and affordable for students across the province;

Whereas - the aforementioned changes are including, but not limited to changing the OSAP
grant to loan ratio to a minimum 50 percent, removing the six-month interest-free grace period
students would receive after graduation, and lowering the family income threshold;

Whereas - the aforementioned changes will make it significantly harder for many PVYNCCDSB
students to achieve their post-secondary goals, including youth living in poverty and;

Whereas - the Peterborough Victoria Northumberland and Clarington Catholic District School
Board is committed to Student Learning and Achievement through our strategic directions, and
should support students with their post-secondary goals.

Therefore, be it resolved:

That the Chair of the Board send a letter to the Minister of Education and Minister of Training,
Universities and Colleges that the Provincial Government that highlights the support for

a) The provincial government to provision more resources for more non-repayable grants
that supports students aspiring to enter post-secondary education to low- and middle-
income students to ensure all Ontario students have equitable access to the education
their desire,

b) Devise a post-secondary education loan system which will support students and allow
for practical repayment,

c) Engage all education stakeholders, including students and parents, school boards and
trustees’ associations in consultation when making decisions regarding funding reforms

That the following stakeholders also receive a copy of this letter:

the Ontario Catholic School Trustees Association

the Ontario Public School Boards’ Association

the Ontario Student Trustees’ Association

Parliamentary Assistants to the Minister of Education and the Minister of Training,
Colleges and Universities

Members of Provincial Parliament from Durham, Peterborough-Kawartha,
Northumberland-Peterborough South, and Haliburton-Kawartha Lakes-Brock
The Education Critics of the Ontario Political Parties

Chairs and Directors of Ontario Provincial School Boards
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April 24, 2019

The Honourable Merrilee Fullerton

Minister of Training, Colleges and Universities
438 University Ave, 5" Floor

Toronto, ON M74 2A5

The Honourable Lisa Thompson
Minister of Education

438 University Ave, 5" Floor
Toronto, ON M7A 2A5

Dear Ministers:

The Ontario provincial government recently announced changes to the pre-existing
“Ontario Student Assistance Program” (OSAP) which had made post-secondary
education more accessible and affordable for students across the province.

The aforementioned changes are including, but not limited to changing the OSAP
grant to loan ratio to a minimum 50 percent, removing the six-month interest-free grace
period students would receive after graduation, and lowering the family income
threshold. These changes will. make it significantly harder for many PVNCCDSB
students to achieve their post-secondary goals, especially youth living in poverty.

We strongly recommend to you that the provincial government:

¢ Provide more.resources for more non-repayable grants that supports students
aspiring toenter post-secondary education to low- and middle-income students to
ensure all Ontario students have equitable access to the education their desire;

o Devise a post-secondary education loan system which will support students and
allow for practical repayment;

e Engage all education stakeholders, including students and parents, school boards
and trustees’ associations in consultation when making decisions regarding
funding reforms

Thank you for considering these recommendations and for keeping the students of
Ontario your top priority.

Yours sincerely,

Michelle Griepsma Michael Nasello
Board Chairperson Director of Education
MN/mk

cc. PVNCCDSB Trustees
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Box 2064, Suite 1804

20 Eglinton Avenue West

Toronto, Ontario M4R 1K8
T.416.932.9460 F. 416.932.9459
ocsta@ocsta.on.ca Www.ocsta.on.ca

Beverley Eckensweiler, President
Michelle Griepsma, Vice President
Nick Milanetti, Executive Director

March 28, 2019

MEMORANDUM

TO: Chairpersons and Directors of Education
FROM: Nick Milanetti, Executive Director

SUBJECT: Toronto Catholic District School Board Motion regarding the
Ontario Autism Program (OAP)

On March 20™ OCSTA sent letters to both the Ministers of Education and Children, Community
and Social Services communicating OCSTA’s concerns regarding the impact on education to result
from the government’s plans to change the Ontario Autism Program (OAP). OCSTA communicated
the importance of delaying implementation of the program until there is certainty that boards will
have the resources necessary to equip schools as required to meet the needs of every student in the
classroom.

At a Special Board meeting on March 18, 2019, the Toronto Catholic District School Board

(TCDSB) approved the attached motion regarding the Ontario Autism Program (OAP) and has
asked that it be shared with all our member Boards.

Attachment

PROMOTING AND PROTECTING CATHOLIC EDUCATION
DIR-B-0 2019 04 23 Page 80


http://www.ocsta.on.ca/
mkennedy
Typewritten Text
O-K.3


Toronto Catholic District School Board Motion —
Special Board Meeting of March 18, 2019

The TCDSB is committed to ensuring that all our students receive the supports they need to
reach their full potential.

At a Special Board meeting on March 18, 2019, a motion was brought forward and approved by
the Board of Trustees. Please see the below motion for your reference and distribution.

Whereas the Provincial Government has recently introduced changes to the Autism Plan in
Ontario, and

Whereas this change to the province’s autism program will come into effect April 1st and is
expected to bring more high-needs children into classrooms full-time; and

Whereas Education Minister Lisa Thompson has announced that the
government will subsidize an additional qualification course for teachers on supporting students
with autism and that cannot happen until the next school year,; and

Whereas the recent Ministry of Education announcement indicated additional funding for the
remaining months in the 2018-19 school year, and

Whereas this funding applies to new students with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) entering the
Toronto Catholic District School Board (TCDSB) for the first time; and

Whereas students currently enrolled with TCDSB on a part-time basis and transitioning to full-
time will not generate additional funding; and

Whereas the announcement confirms that the province will not be increasing funding for
Students transitioning from part time to full time; and

Whereas many children currently attend school on a modified schedule, and parents have said
cuts in funding will leave them with little choice but to send their children to school more
frequently, or full-time; and

Whereas given the ambiguity about the funding formula and the absence of details normally
appearing in a Ministry B-Memorandum, and

Whereas the GSN impact is based on funding formula assumptions and estimates regarding the
number of potential NEW students entering TCDSB schools during the months of April, May and
June 2019, and

Whereas the funding is not nearly sufficient to provide all of the additional resources students
need; and
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Whereas as per the 2018-19 Revised Budget Estimates, Special Education Programs & Services
totals as follows:

Revenues $137.7M
Expenses $159.6M
Expenses in excess of Revenues is $21.9M; and

Whereas the TCDSB has identified 1,789 Special Education Need Students (based on
predominant exceptionality) with Autism this school year, and

Whereas as of April 1st, the school year is 70% completed and an additional influx of students
will cause confusion for existing students, new students, families and school communities, and

Whereas the proposed funding to help with the transition of students with autism into the school
setting does not extend beyond this school year, and

Whereas school Boards, principals, teachers and support staff will face huge challenges with the
arrival of students on April 1st especially since teachers and front line staff cannot perform the
roles of professional therapists; and

Whereas school Boards will not have supports or resources in place for April st to allow for the
transition of students from therapy to school

Therefore be it resolved that the Toronto Catholic District School Board request that the
Provincial Government delay changes to the Autism Plan in Ontario until the new school year in
order to accommodate and transition the entrance of students into the education system; and
Further be it resolved that the Provincial Government be requested to fully fund additional
supports for new and partial students entering the school system as a result of changes to the
Autism Plan in Ontario; and

Further be it resolved that OCSTA be requested to distribute this motion to all member Boards;
and

Further be it resolved that TCDSB send this motion to all school Boards across the province for
endorsement.
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Whereas — OCSTA supports the recent motion of the Toronto Catholic District School Board,
approved by its trustees March 18, 2019, and supports other Catholic School Boards doing the
same, the following constitutes an overview of recent developments affecting students and
families served by the Ontario Autism Program;

Whereas — the Provincial Government has recently introduced changes to the Autism Plan in
Ontario; and

Whereas — this change to the province’s autism program has come into effect April 1st and is
expected to bring more high-needs children into classrooms full-time; and

Whereas — the Ministry of Education has announced that the government will subsidize an
additional qualification course for teachers on supporting students with autism and that cannot
happen until the next school year; and

Whereas — the recent Ministry of Education announcement indicated additional funding for the
remaining months in the 2018-19 school year; and

Whereas — this funding applies to new students with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) entering
the Peterborough Victoria Northumberland and Clarington Catholic District School Board for the
first time; and

Whereas — students currently enrolled with PYNCCDSB on a part-time basis and transitioning to
full time will not generate additional funding; and

Whereas — the announcement confirms that the province will not be increasing funding for
students transitioning from part time to full time; and

Whereas — many children currently attend school on a modified schedule, and parents have
said cuts in funding will leave them with little choice but to send their children to school more
frequently, or full-time; and

Whereas — there is an absence of detail with respect to funding; and
Whereas — Grants for Student Needs are delayed;

Whereas — the current funding is not nearly sufficient to provide all of the additional resources
students need; and

Whereas — as per the 2018-19 Revised Budget Estimates, Special Education Programs &
Services totals as follows: Revenues $24M Expenses $25M Expenses in excess of Revenues is
over 1M; and

Whereas — the PVNCCDSB has identified 382 Special Education Need Students (based on
predominant exceptionality) with Autism this school year; and
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Whereas — as of April 1st, the school year was more than 70% completed and an additional
influx of students would cause confusion for existing students, new students, families and
school communities; and

Whereas — the proposed funding to help with the transition of students with autism into the
school setting does not extend beyond this school year; and

Whereas — school Boards, principals, teachers and support staff may face huge challenges with
the arrival of students on or after April 1st especially since teachers and front line staff cannot
perform the roles of professional therapists; and

Whereas — school Boards will not necessarily have supports or resources in place for April 1st
to allow for the transition of students from therapy to school

Therefore, be it resolved that the Peterborough Victoria Northumberland and Clarington Catholic
District School Board request that the Provincial Government delay changes to the Autism Plan
in Ontario until the new school year in order to accommodate and transition the entrance of
students into the education system; and

Further be it resolved that the Provincial Government be requested to fully fund additional
supports for new and partial students entering the school system as a result of changes to the
Ontario Autism Plan.

Adapted from motion from The Toronto Catholic District School Board, March 18, 2019
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April 24, 2019

The Honourable Lisa Thompson
Minister of Education

438 University Ave, 5" Floor
Toronto, ON M7A 2A5

Dear Minister Thompson:

We are writing in response to the Provincial Government’s recently introduced
changes to the Autism Plan in Ontario. Along with other school boards in the province,
we have deep concerns that this change to the province’s autism program coming into
effect April 1st is expected to bring more high-needs children into classrooms full-time.
The announcement confirms that the province will not be increasing funding for
students transitioning from part time to full time; and whereas many children currently
attend school on a modified schedule, parents have said cuts in funding will leave
them with little choice but to send their children to school more frequently, or full-time.

The following considerations are critical to understanding this issue and its impact on
PVNCCDSB:

- there is an absence of detail with respect to funding, the Grants for Student
Needs are delayed;

- the current funding is not nearly sufficient to provide all of the additional
resources students need; and whereas as per the 2018-19 Revised Budget
Estimates, Special Education Programs & Services totals as follows: Revenues
$24M Expenses $25M Expenses in excess of Revenues is over 1M;

- the PVYNCCDSB has identified 382 Special Education Need Students (based
on predominant exceptionality) with Autism this school year;

- the proposed funding to help with the transition of students with autism into the
school setting does not extend beyond this school year; and

- school Boards, principals, teachers and support staff may face huge challenges
with the arrival of students on or after April 1st especially since teachers and
front line staff cannot perform the roles of professional therapists.

Therefore, the Peterborough Victoria Northumberland and Catholic District School
Board respectfully requests that the Provincial Government delay changes to the
Autism Plan in Ontario until the new school year in order to accommodate and
transition the entrance of students into the education system. Further we request that
the Provincial Government fully funds additional supports for students entering the
school system or becoming full-time students within the school system as a result of
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changes to the Ontario Autism Plan. We are open to further consultation and dialogue
on this matter.

Respectfully submitted,

Michelle Griepsma Michael Nasello
Board Chairperson Director of Education
MN/mk

cc. PVNCCDSB Trustees
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March 26, 2019

The Honourable Lisa Thompson
Ministry of Education

13t floor, Mowat Block

900 Bay Street, Toronto, ON M7A 112

Dear Minister Thompson:

As this is the first time we are writing to you, on behalf of the Peel District School Board, let me
congratulate you on your role as Minister of Education. This is a significant responsibility and one
that requires openness, consultation, and thoughtful consideration of input as the success of
children and youth is of paramount importance.

Over the March Break, the Ministry of Education announced a number of changes in an effort to
“modernize learning in the publicly funded education system” in Ontario. These proposed
changes are part of Ontario’s new vision for education—one the ministry has branded Education
that Works for You. We are writing to you as a board to share concerns over some of the recent
announcements in an effort to help the ministry understand what works for us—Peel board
students, staff and families, and the communities we serve.

Like you, we are charged with ensuring the positive, future trajectories of all learners. We are
focused, as a system on inspiring success, confidence and hope in each student, while meeting
the diverse needs of students in their communities.

As trustees, we are responsible to our communities for the quality of education provided in local
schools within an approved financial framework. With this in mind, we are writing to you with
concerns about recent, proposed changes to public education that we believe will hinder our
ability to continue to provide the high-quality education Peel students deserve.

We expect that, for the 2019-20 school year, Peel board schools and work sites will be
significantly impacted by cuts to local priorities funding, class size changes and other shifts in
ministry budget priorities. We need the ministry’'s help to do what’s right by the communities we
serve and to address the following urgent concerns, many of which directly impact our most
vulnerable learners:

Trustaes

Stan Cameron, Chair
Sue Lawlon, Vice-Chair
Carrie Andrews

Susan Benjamin
Robert Crocker

Nokha Dakroub
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Class size changes

We are concerned about the proposed increase in average class sizes in grades 9 to 12 and
the changes in funding for grades 4 to 8 that the ministry is imposing. In smaller classes,
students are more engaged and able to focus on relevant tasks. Teachers are also able to
spend more ane-on-one time supporting student learning and well-being, are better able to
individualize instruction, and spend less time on classroom management. Access to
equipment and other resources would also be limited/not available in larger class settings.

The class size increase will:

o significantly impact the number of students in locally developed courses. Students in
these courses benefit from more one-on-one teacher support.

o mean a reduction in the variety of pathways courses offered. We know these courses
are proven to engage students in more individualized, teacher-supported and skill-
based learning.

o have a direct impact on schools’ ability to offer specialized courses, including courses
that provide students with exposure to skilled trades and technology.

o reduce the number of credit recovery/rescue courses, primarily in grades 9 and 10.
This will jeopardize the success of some of our most vulnerable students.

Over time, graduation rates have risen due to the above alternative approaches to learning.

If we were required to fully implement the ministry’s changes to class size and funding
restrictions this September 2019, 500 secondary teaching jobs would be lost due to proposed
class size changes. Other jobs, including custodial, office administration and centrally assigned
support staff would also be impacted. Staff are currently analyzing the impact for all

personnel.

On average, about 100 teachers leave the Peel board each year. Through the government’s
attrition protection plan, we trust the ministry will top up our funding if the number of teachers
impacted by class size changes exceed the actual attrition number. We are relying on promises
made by this government, and do not expect to initiate teacher lay-offs associated with
proposed changes in class size. Of concern is the attrition parameters do not mitigate the loss in
teacher jobs due to the broad funding cuts beyond class size.

E-learning

The board will continue to work with the government as the ministry’s plan for e-learning
evolves. We expect to be invited to consult on this plan so we can advocate on behalf of the
needs of all learners, including those who will have challenges navigating and working in an
online learning environment.

In addition, the board is concerned that students who live in poverty may not have the
devices and/or technology necessary to access e-learning. Will the ministry offer supports
that ensure these students and families who are marginalized are able to fully participate in
e-learning in a manner that is equitable and inclusive?

significant changes to class size and the introduction of mandatory e-learning have the potential
to contribute to a dramatic drop in graduation rates across Ontario. Both of these proposed
changes require significant consultation and re-consideration.
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Special Education Funding/Autism

* We need to see the ministry address the critical issue of underfunding of special education.
This school year, we received $11 million less than we need to serve students with special
education needs.

¢ We have a total of 3,034 students with autism in the Peel board—250 to 300 of these
students are affected by the government’s recent changes to the Ontario Autism Program
(OAP), and are expected to attend a Peel school full-time this September. This six-month
delay is appreciated as we collaborate with families and service providers to review the
specific and individua! needs of students.

* As school staff are not clinicians, we encourage the ministry to continue to reflect on its
changes to the OAP and make decisions that best serve students with autism and their
families.

Health & Physical Education Curriculum

¢ We're pleased to see that topics like consent, online safety and gender identity will be part of
the curriculum, but look to the province for clarification on the opt-out process for parents as
we are mindful of the Ontario Human Rights Code and our board policies related to equity
and inclusion.

Mathematics Curriculum

e We trust that the ministry will implement a Mathematics curriculum that honours innovative
instructional practices in Mathematics and reinforces foundational skills.

* We know Peel board educators have been diligent and thoughtful in their instruction of
Mathematics, and know that supports have been provided centrally for a number of years to
help improve math learning. As there is always room for improvement, we look forward to
having staff review the ministry’s new curriculum and sharing what they learn with the system.

Funding Cuts

¢  While there was some good news on transportation funding and addressing the rising costs of
utilities, we understand that the loss of EPO grants, local priorities funding, as well as other
proposed funding changes will result in job losses in Peel, and cuts to programming for
students-at-risk and professional learning opportunities for staff.

¢ As we wait for the Grants for Student Needs announcement, we cannot simply brace
ourselves for further cuts that add more stress to an already compromised budget. We must
and will advocate on behalf of the students and communities we serve for the funding the
Peel board requires to ensure students meet with success.

Although we appreciate developing resilience in youth is one goal of this government,
compromising learning opportunities for students is not how we hope this will be supported.
Resiliency is best learned through supportive relationships, the teaching of coping skills and
reflection. These strategies are best delivered by experienced and knowledgeable educators and
support staff—ones being negatively impacted by budget cuts.
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The discourse of failure we have heard lately is simply untrue—the data tells us a different story.
So we ask the government to change its narrative. We are proud of the work done in Peel schools
and work sites each day—Ilife-changing work—by caring adults, staff and volunteers, who look to
us for support. The support we provide must be rich and meaningful. Put simply, we cannot
support all of our learners if funding cuts are deep, resources are stretched, and staff are
burdened with heavy loads and worry—worry that they will not be able to provide the level of
support needed to ensure all students are successful and cared for.

We must partner on public education, and the province must listen to all partners, including
students. Student voice should be a strong driver of ministry decisions. When we move from
viewing students as stakeholders to students as collaborators, they not only articulate their views,
but will help shape the future of public education in Ontario, a future that was already bright.

As a Board of Trustees, we will do everything we can to support the system throughout these
changing times, and are hopeful education partners can work together effectively and
respectfully to avoid labour disruption next school year. Our focus will always be on students and
how we can continue to do our best to provide programs that help support their academic
success and well-being.

As one of Canada's largest schoaol districts, we believe we have ideas and innovative practices the
ministry should be aware of as it makes critical decisions about the future of public education in
Ontario. As such, we request a meeting with you to discuss our concerns. We look farward to
hearing from you.

Yours sincerely,

N et

Stan Cameron
Chair, Peel District School Board

C. Peel District School Board Trustees
Peel Unions/Federations/Associations
Peel Members of Provincial Parliament
Peel School Councils
Peel Special Education Advisory Committee
Peel Parent Involvement Committee
Peel Indigenous Education Advisory Council
Peel Student Councils
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April 24, 2019

The Honourable Lisa Thompson

Ministry of Education

13th floor, Mowat Block

900 Bay Street, Toronto, ON M7A 112

Dear Minister Thompson:

As this is the first time we are writing to you, on behalf of the Peterborough Victoria
Northumberland and Clarington Catholic District‘SchoolhBoard, let us congratulate
you on your role as Minister of Education. Thi$is a significant responsibility and one
that requires openness, consultation, andthoughtful consideration of input as the
success of children and youth is of paramount importance.

Over the March Break, the Ministry of Education announced a number of changes in
an effort to "modernize learning in theypublicly funded education system" in Ontario.
These proposed changes are part.of Ontario's new vision for education-one the
ministry has branded Education that WWorks for'You. We are writing to you as a board
to share concerns overgome of the recent implementation announcements in an
effort to help the ministry understand what works for us - the PVNC students, staff
and families, and the‘communities werserve.

Like you, we are charged with ensuring the positive, future trajectories of all learners.
We are fogUsed, as a'system on inspiring success, confidence and hope in each
student, while meeting the diverse needs of students in their communities.

As trustees, we are responsible to our communities for the quality of education
provided in local schools within an approved financial framework. With this in mind,
we are writing to you with concerns about recent, proposed changes to public
education that we believe will hinder our ability to continue to provide the high-quality
education PVNC students deserve.

We expect that, for the 2019-20 school year, PVYNC board schools and work sites will
be significantly impacted by cuts to local priorities funding, class size changes and
other shifts in ministry budget priorities. We need the ministry's help to do what's
right by the communities we serve and to address the following urgent concerns,
many of which directly impact our most vulnerable learners:

Class size changes

e We are concerned about the proposed increase in average class sizes in grades
9 to 12 and the changes in funding for grades 4 to 8 that the ministry is imposing.

Page 1 of 5
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In smaller classes, students are more engaged and able to focus on relevant
tasks. Teachers are also able to spend more one-on-one time supporting student
learning and well-being, are better able to individualize instruction, and spend
less time on classroom management. Access to equipment and other resources
would also be limited/not available in larger class settings.

The class size increase will:

- significantly impact the number of students in locally developed courses.
Students in these courses benefit from more one-on-one teacher support.

- mean a reduction in the variety of pathways courses offered. We know these
courses are proven to engage students in more individualized, teacher-
supported and skill-based learning.

- have a direct impact on schools' ability to offer,specialized courses, including
courses that provide students with exposure to'skilled trades and technology.

- reduce the number of credit recovery/rescue courses, primarily in grades 9
and 10. This will jeopardize the sdccess ofisome of our most vulnerable
students.

Over time, graduation rates have risen due to the above alternative approaches
to learning. We are very concernedthat as circumstances impact student
learning beyond their control, and as proven success strategies are reduced or
eliminated all together, that graduation rates will begin to decrease, a situation
which must be asdnacceptable to you as it is to us.

If we were requiredito fully implement the ministry's changes to class size and
funding restrictions this September 2019, 60 secondary teaching jobs would be
lost in our 6 secondary‘schools. Other jobs, including custodial, office
administration and centrally-assigned support staff would also be impacted. Staff
are currently analyzing the impact for all personnel.

On average, about 10-15 teachers leave the Peel board each year. This year we
are already at a higher number, and it’s only April. Through the government's
attrition protection plan, we trust the ministry will top up our funding if the number
of teachers impacted by class size changes exceed the actual attrition number.
We are relying on promises made by this government, and do not expect to
initiate teacher lay-offs associated with proposed changes in class size. Of
concern is the attrition parameters do not mitigate the loss in teacher jobs due to
the broad funding cuts beyond class size.

E-learning
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The board will continue to work with the government as the ministry's plan for e-
learning evolves. We expect to be invited to consult on this plan so we can
advocate on behalf of the needs of all learners, including those who will have
challenges navigating and working in an online learning environment.
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e |n addition, the board is concerned that students who live in poverty may not
have the devices and/or technology necessary to access e-learning. Will the
ministry offer supports that ensure these students and families who are
marginalized are able to fully participate in e-learning in a manner that is
equitable and inclusive?

Significant changes to class size and the introduction of mandatory e-learning have
the potential to contribute to a dramatic drop in graduation rates across Ontario. Both
of these proposed changes require significant consultation and re-consideration.

Special Education Funding/Autism

e We need to see the ministry address the critical issue of underfunding of special
education. This school year, we received morethan $1 million less than we need
to serve students with special education needs.

¢ We have a total of 338 students with autism in the PVNE board - most of these
students are affected by the governmeént's recent changes to the Ontario Autism
Program (OAP), and are expected to'attend @ PVNC school full-time this
September. This six-month delay is appreciated as we collaborate with families
and service providers to review the specific and individual needs of students.

¢ As school staff are not clinicians, we‘encourage the ministry to continue to reflect
on its changes to the«OAP,and make decisions that best serve students with
autism and their families.

Health & Physical Edueation Curriculum

o We're pleased to see that,topics like consent, online safety and gender identity
will belpart of the curriculum, but look to the province for clarification on the opt-
out process for parents as we are mindful of the Ontario Human Rights Code and
our board policiestrelated to equity and inclusion.

Mathematics Curriculum

o We trust that the ministry will implement a Mathematics curriculum that honours
innovative instructional practices in Mathematics and reinforces foundational
skills.

o We know PVNC board educators have been diligent and thoughtful in their
instruction of Mathematics, and know that supports have been provided centrally
for a number of years to help improve math learning. As there is always room for
improvement, we look forward to having staff review the ministry's new
curriculum and sharing what they learn with the system.
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Funding Cuts

¢ While there was some good news on transportation funding and addressing the
rising costs of utilities, we understand that the loss of EPO grants, local priorities
funding, as well as other proposed funding changes will result in job losses in
PVNC, and cuts to programming for students-at-risk and professional learning
opportunities for staff.

o As we wait for the Grants for Student Needs announcement, we cannot simply
brace ourselves for further cuts that add more stress to an already compromised
budget. We must and will advocate on behalf of the students and communities
we serve for the funding the we require to ensure students meet with success.

Although we appreciate developing resilience in youth'is one goal of this
government, compromising learning opportunities'for students is not a proven
success strategy. Resiliency is best learned through supportive relationships with
caring adults, the teaching of coping skills and guided reflection. These strategies
are best delivered by experienced and knowledgeable educators and support staff -
the very ones being negatively impacted by, budget cuts.

The discourse of failure we havetheard lately is simply untrue - the data tells us a
different story. So we ask the governmentite.change its narrative. We are proud of
the work done in PVNC schools and work sites each day - life-changing work by
caring adults, staff and yolunteers, who look to us for support. The support we
provide must be rich.and meaningful. Put simply, we cannot support all of our
learners if funding cuts)are.deep, resources are stretched, and staff are burdened
with heavy loads.and the worry that they will not be able to provide the level of
support needed to ensure allstudents are successful and cared for.

We must partner on public education, and the province must listen to all partners,
including students. Student voice should be a strong driver of ministry decisions.
When we move from viewing students as stakeholders to students as collaborators,
they not only articulate their views, but will help shape the future of public education
in Ontario, a future that was already bright. The results of public consultations should
be open and transparent for all to see.

As a Board of Trustees, we will do everything we can to support the system
throughout these changing times, and are hopeful education partners can work
together — effectively and respectfully — to avoid labour disruption in the next school
year and beyond. Our focus will always be on students and how we can continue to
do our best to provide programs that help support their academic success and well-
being.

We believe we have ideas and innovative practices the ministry should be aware of
as it makes critical decisions about the future of public education in Ontario. We
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thank you for considering these responses and look forward to further opportunities
for dialogue.

Yours sincerely,

Michelle Griepsma Michael Nasello
Chairperson Director of Education
MN/mk

cc. PVNCCDSB Trustees

PVNCCDSB Unions/Federations/Asségciations

Members of Provincial Parliamentfor Durham, Peterborough-Kawartha,
Northumberland-Peterborough-South, and Haliburton-Kawartha Lakes-Brock
PVNC Special Education Advisory Committee

PVNC Catholic Parent Involvement Committee

PVNC Student Council LiaiSon, Committee
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Box 2064, Suite 1804

20 Eglinton Avenue West

Toronto, Ontario M4R 1K8
T.416.932.9460 F. 416.932.9459
ocsta@ocsta.on.ca Www.ocsta.on.ca

Beverley Eckensweiler, President
Michelle Griepsma, Vice President
Nick Milanetti, Executive Director

April 2,2019
MEMORANDUM

TO: Chairpersons and Directors of Education
- All Catholic District School Boards

FROM: Beverley Eckensweiler, President

SUBJECT: Toonies for Tuition Challenge

The Wellington CDSB has issued a special challenge to Catholic school boards across Ontario. Please
read the Chair’s message below.

My dear fellow Catholic Trustees,

In support of OCSTA’s Toonies for Tuition Campaign, the trustees of the Wellington Catholic District
School Board, along with our Director of Education, will be putting together a gift basket of various
products (e.g. wine) to contribute to the Toonies for Tuition Silent Auction taking place at our upcoming
OCSTA AGM & Conference in Toronto. This is separate from any donation our board has already
pledged for the auction.

In an effort to raise as much as possible for Toonies for Tuition, we hereby issue a challenge to the
trustees of the other 28 Ontario Catholic School Boards to match or top our effort.

Are you up to the challenge? I guess we will find out. Let’s do it and help to support those students and
families in provinces where there is no public funding for Catholic education. We are very fortunate in
Ontario, to have our fully funded Catholic education system. Other provinces are not as fortunate, and
this is a way of helping out our brothers and sisters who have to pay for their children to enjoy a
Catholic education.

The gauntlet has been thrown down!!!!

Marino Gazzola

Chair

Wellington Catholic District School Board
Marino.gazzola@sympatico.ca
Marino.gazzola@wellingtoncdsb.ca
226-979-2008

PROMOTING AND PROTECTING CATHOLIC EDUCATION
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