Agenda
\\

SPECIAL EDUCATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING
Thursday, May 25, 2017
BOARDROOM
6:30 P.M. – 9:00 P.M.

Chairperson: Kelly Smigielski
Vice-chairperson: Maria Castiglione
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------TRUSTEES/MEMBERS WHO ARE UNABLE TO ATTEND THE MEETING ARE
ASKED TO PLEASE NOTIFYSUSAN MARIUTTI, (705) 748-4861 ext. 227.

A.

B.

Call to Order:
1.

Opening Prayer: Krista

2.

Approval of Agenda

3.

Declarations of Conflicts of Interest

4.

Excusal from Attendance
R.A. That, ________________ be excused from attendance at the May 25, 2017
Special Education Advisory Committee meeting.

5.

Approval of the Minutes of the April 27, 2017 meeting (A.5 attached)

6.

Business Arising from the Minutes

Recommended Actions/Presentations:
1.

Remarks: Chairperson

2.

Speech Language Referral Process (Lisa Virtue & Emily Leroux, Speech Language Pathologists)

3.

Renewed Math Strategy Journey (Anne Marie Duncan, Superintendent of Learning/Special Education;
Christine Brodie, Principal, St. Joseph CES, Cobourg & Andy Sawada, Principal, St. John CES, Peterborough)

4.

Remarks: Superintendent of Learning/Special Education (Anne Marie Duncan,
Superintendent of Learning/Special Education)

5.

Budget 2017-2018 (Anne Marie Duncan, Superintendent of Learning/Special Education)

-26.

Report from SEAC members
Kelly Smigielski
Grandview Children Centre

Copy of media release for the Province’s approval of the new Grandview
Children’s Centre in Ajax. (attached)

Upcoming events:
o May 27th Sylvia’s Ride
o May 27th Rotary Club of Courtice Un-Gala dinner
o June 1st Golf Fore Kids
o June 13th HMA golf tournament
o October 1st Ajax run
Shawna Belcourt
Community Living Trent Highlands

Amalgamated with Community Living Haliburton and Community Living Kawartha
Lakes; Three agencies are now one.

New name: Community Living Trent Highlands; new Executive Director: Teresa
Jordan.

Opportunities and flyers for families and caregivers (attached)
Arlene Godby
Autism Ontario

Autism Ontario news release (attached)

C.

Information Items:
1. Copy of response letter from Minister of Education re: special education funding
(C.1 attached)

2.

Special Education Plan memo and checklist (C.2 attached)

D.

Old Business:

E.

New Business:

F.

Next Meeting:
1.

2.
3.

Thursday, June 22, 2017
Boardroom, Catholic Education Centre
6:30 – 9:00 p.m.
Agenda Items:
i) Presentation: Autism Home Base Durham Inc.
Selection of Member for Opening/Closing Prayer

Future Meetings
Thursday, September 28, 2017
Thursday, October 19, 2017
Thursday, November 16, 2017
Thursday, January 18, 2018
Thursday, February 15, 2018
Thursday, March 22, 2018

-3Thursday, April 19, 2018
Thursday May 17, 2018
Thursday, June 21, 2018
Tour/PD session to be determined
G.

Conclusion:
1.
2.

Closing Prayer: Krista
Adjournment.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Toronto, Ontario, May 18, 2017

Minister of Children and Youth Services Announces the
Inclusion of a Direct Funding Option in the New Ontario
Autism Program
This is welcome news for families across the province who have been vocal about the
need for a direct funding option under the new program.
Today’s announcement from the Minister of Children and Youth Services regarding the
inclusion of a direct funding option in the new Ontario Autism Program is a welcome
one for families who have repeatedly called for flexibility and choice to be a part of
the new program.
Previously, families of children receiving early intensive behavioural intervention (IBI)
were given the option of pursuing either a direct service option, whereby they received
intervention services and support directly from government funded providers, or a
direct funding option, whereby families were able to hire their own private providers
and receive reimbursement for these services from the government.
When the Ministry of Children and Youth Services announced the formation of a new
Ontario Autism Program last spring, families were concerned that the choice between
direct service and direct funding would no longer exist and they would be required to
access services solely through publicly-funded providers. They were assured today that
this will not be the case. Instead, families of children will have the choice of how they
access behavioural services for their children, regardless of age.
Autism Ontario recently surveyed thousands of families across the province and asked
questions about a range of issues relating to intervention and diagnostic services. When
asked what funding option they felt would work best for their family, approximately
66% said that given the option, they would prefer direct funding.

“When looking at the data we saw that families consistently reported the desire to not only
choose their own provider, but the timing and location of services. For many, travelling to a
service centre during work hours is an impossible task, be it because of their own job
commitments, or because they live hours away from the nearest publicly-funded provider. With
direct funding, they can hire someone to come to their house during times that work for the
entire family. On the flip side, we heard from families who would prefer direct service. These
families reported multiple concerns, including, being unable to manage acting as an employer –
finding and hiring service providers, or that in this case, there are no private providers nearby
that they can hire. Overwhelming families reported wanting choice, be it to manage and hire
service providers themselves, or to access services directly from publicly-funded providers. The
needs of all families must be respected.”
Nicole Bardikoff, Ph.D.,
Researcher, Autism Ontario
In light of this data and our conversations with families across the province, Autism
Ontario strongly supports the inclusion of a direct funding option under the new
Ontario Autism Program. It is important that families are able to choose what option
they feel works best for them. It is also paramount that families across the province are
able to access services in an equitable way.
The current announcement pertains to behavioural treatment, yet we know from
families that the range of services that individuals need over the course of their lifetime
spans much further. Children and adults with ASD need to be able to access many
types of services, such as, speech and language services, educational supports,
occupational therapy, mental health, employment opportunities with support and
adult specific resources. Autism Ontario hopes that accessing these many important
and necessary services will becomes increasingly feasible for families across the
province.

About Autism Ontario:
Autism Ontario has a 43 year history of representing thousands of families and people
with ASD across Ontario. We are the only organization in Ontario that has formal
parent representation in all areas of the province through our 25 Chapters. We advocate

on behalf of all people with ASD and their families – at all ages and stages of life,
reflecting a wide range of expression and abilities. To connect with us, visit
www.autismontario.com
Vision: Acceptance and Opportunities for all people with Autism Spectrum Disorder.
Mission: To ensure that each individual with ASD is provided the means to achieve
quality of life as a respected member of society.
CONTACT:
Jeff Bomben
Communications Coordinator
416-246-9592 ext. 232
jeff at autismontario dot com
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