CENTRE FOR AUTISM
SPECTRUM ASSISTANCE

SERVING STUDENTS
AND PARENTS OF STUDENTS
WITH EXCEPTIONAL NEEDS

Peterborough Victoria
‘ : Northumberfand and Clarington
Catholic District Schoo! Board



The Peterborough Victoria Northumberland and
Clarington Catholic District School Board recognizes
the individual needs of each student. The Board
supports the meaningful integration of all students in
a regular classroom in order to meet the student's
educational needs. Specialized programs have been
designed to meet unique needs for some students
where meaningful integration remains the eventual
program goal once the necessary learning skills have
been acquired by the student. These programs are
offered at a variety of sites with specialized staff.

Program Description

CASA provides an alternate classroom placement for
which students identified Communications: Autism can
learn and practice afternate skills and strategies that
will allow them to manage successfully in their home
school setting located in schools and regions of the
board.

Specialized Skills

Specialized skills will include development and support
in the following areas:
% Communication % Socialization

% Anxiety Reduction

* Academics

% Behaviour
% Sensory Integration

Criteria & Eligibility

Students who are identified as Communications:
Autism and have difficulty developing meaningful gains
in communication, socialization, behaviour, and
academics may be considered for the program.

Referrals

Students meeting eligibility criteria are discussed at
the SRT (School Resource Team) Meeting which is
chaired through the school Principal.

Parents must provide written consent for
observations and consultation to the CASA Program
for student to be referred.

The home school Special Education Teacher forwards
the application package to the appropriate CASA
School to the attention of the CASA Teacher.

Acceptance Procedures

The CASA Teacher observes the student in their
home school setting. A committee consisting of the
CASA Program Teacher and Principal, Special
Education Consultant, and Behaviour Resource: Autism
will review each applicant to select candidates who
best meet the criteria for the program.

When the students are selected as CASA Program
Candidates:

% The home school is informed by the CASA
Program Principal.

% The home school Principal informs the
parent/guardian.

% An IPRC is held by the home school to assign
placement in the CASA Program and start date.

Target Grades &
Duration of Program

% As per Regulation 298, Section 81, a maximum of
6 students at any one time will be in the program.

*
*

Target grades will be based on need.

Duration of the program will be decided on an
individual basis.

Specialized Staff & Services

* O

Special Education Teacher

Autism Spectrum Disorder Workers
Behaviour Resource: Autism

Special Education Consultant
Speech and Language Pathologist
Snoezelen Room

Transition Procedure

*

Students are expected to return to their home
school on a full time basis upon completion of the
program.

Students will remain in the program until they no
longer fall within the appropriate age group - at
this time they will be re-integrated at their home
school or transfer to appropriate divisional CASA
Program.

The home school Classroom Teacher and Principal
will visit the CASA Program to initiate contact.

Re-integration may include successful
demonstration of integration within the CASA
School Setting.

With demonstrated success the student will be
considered for return placement to the home
school.

Visits will evolve from short sessions at the home
school to the length of time superceding the time
spent in the CASA Program.







